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STATE OF NEW YORK  
ONONDAGA COUNTY  
TOWN OF CICERO   
 
 
       SS: 
 
The Cicero Town Board held their regular meeting on Wednesday, April 27, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Cicero Town Hall, 8236 Brewerton Road, Cicero, NY 13039. 
 
PRESENT: 
         Mark Venesky          Supervisor 
         Mike Becallo                  Councilor                 
         C. Vernon Conway Councilor  
         Dick Cushman  Councilor 
         Jonathan Karp  Councilor 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  
         Dave Christian  Highway Foreman               
         Joseph Snell   Police Chief 
         Neil Germain   Germain & Germain, Town Attorney  
         Stephen Snell  O’Brien & Gere, Town Engineer 
         Tracy M. Cosilmon  Town Clerk 
         Christian Brunelle   Senior Executive Vice President, Byrne Dairy 
 
  ABSENT:    
        Christopher Woznica  Highway Superintendent   
                
 
Supervisor Venesky opened the 8th regular meeting of the Town Board at 6:30 p.m. by noting the locations of  
the three emergency exits, asked that all electronic devices be silenced and noted if anyone had difficulty  
hearing to bring it to the Board’s attention. 
 
Councilor Conway led the Pledge of Allegiance, and then requested a moment of silence for our 
troops in harm’s way. 
 
 

Town Board Meeting Minutes 
 

Councilor Conway made a motion to approve the Town Board minutes from the Regular Town 
Board Meeting held on April 13, 2016.   
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Cushman.  
 
Supervisor Venesky solicited any Board discussion.  There was none. 
 
Ayes – 5, Noes – 0, and Abstentions – 0. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 

Approval of Abstract Numbers 16 & 17 
 

Councilor Cushman made a motion to approve Abstract #16 (dated April 20, 2016) and  
Abstract #17 (dated April 27, 2016) as presented. Motion was seconded by Councilor Karp. 
 
Supervisor Venesky solicited any Board discussion.  There was none. 
 
Ayes – 5, Noes – 0, and Abstentions – 0. Motion carried unanimously.  
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Budget Modifications/Amendments 
 

Councilor Cushman made a motion to accept the Budget Modifications/Amendments as presented: 

 
 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Venesky. 
 
Supervisor Venesky solicited any Board discussion.  There was none. 
 
Ayes – 5, Noes –0, and Abstentions – 0. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 

Public Hearing 
 

Supervisor Venesky:  This public hearing is to consider proposed amendments and additional 
language to Chapter 105 (Firearms and Weapons) of the Cicero Town Code by Local Law adoption 
procedure.  The purpose of the proposed amendment is to create a limited exception allowing transit 
with weapons across public grounds for the purpose of engaging in lawful hunting activities.   
 
Supervisor Venesky:  I have proof of publication and posting. 

 
DATED:  4/19/16 
TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF CICERO 
TOWN CLERK 

 
Supervisor Venesky opened the public hearing at 6:36 p.m. 
 
Speaking for –  
 
Cicero resident: I am not for or against this, I mean hunters are hunters. Would the Town experience 
any liability in case of some type of an accident? I know sometimes people have weapons that they 
think are unloaded and they’re really not; they trip and it goes off.  
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Neil Germain:  That wouldn’t substantially change the Town’s liability position. The Town’s 
liability would have to be negligent by error or omission, and if a person is on their property and 
negligent than that’s the own person’s negligence. You don’t have Premises Liability from that, so I 
don’t see it as a major increase in the Town’s liability for somebody with a hunting gun or rifle 
walking across Town property. 
 
Speaking against – None 
Supervisor Venesky closed the public hearing at 6:38 p.m. 
 
Supervisor Venesky solicited any Board discussion.  There was none.  
 
Resolution: 
Supervisor Venesky moved for the adoption of a resolution to approve the following proposed 
amendments and additional language to Chapter 105 (Firearms and Other Weapons) of the 
Cicero Town Code by Local Law adoption procedure.  (The purpose of the proposed amendment is 
to create a limited exception allowing transit with weapons across public grounds for the purpose of 
engaging in lawful hunting activities).  To be known as Local Law 5 of 2016: 
 

 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Karp.  
 
Ayes – 5, Noes – 0, and Abstentions – 0. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 

Set Public Hearing Date –District Zoning Changes 
 

Councilor Becallo moved for the adoption of a resolution to set a Public Hearing for May 11, 2016, to 
consider district zoning changes for our Comprehensive Plan Update.   
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Cushman. 
 
Supervisor Venesky solicited any Board discussion. There was none. 
 
Ayes – 5, Noes – 0, and Abstentions –0. Motion carried unanimously.  
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East Circle Drive – Traffic Signal Improvements 
 

Councilor Becallo moved for the adoption of a resolution to approve the Contract Drawings for 
improvements to the traffic signal located at the intersection of East Circle Drive and the entrance to 
Driver’s Village for the construction of a new Byrne Dairy store subject to a letter from O’Brien & 
Gere dated April 20, 2016.  Proposed improvements include a new driveway for Byrne Dairy located 
across from the existing Driver’s Village entrance and replacement of the span wire traffic signal 
with 4 mast arm signal poles and related improvements: 
 

 

 
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Karp. 
 
Christian Brunelle, Senior Executive Vice President for Byrne Dairy was present.  He explained that 
this is the proposed Byrne Dairy in northwest corner of South Bay Rd., better known as 5723 South 
Bay Road, consisting of 2.44 acres (across from Driver’s Village).  The new store is under 
construction, as it was approved by the Town of Cicero Planning Board on March 14, 2016.  On 
March 23rd he had received a Onondaga County Department of Transportation Utility Permit to tie 
into some storm structures, and on April 26th he received a driveway permit for South Bay Road 
from the Onondaga County Department of Transportation. While review of that driveway permit the 
County also looked at the signal, along with O’Brien & Gere. Why they looked at that is because it 
is going to be synced with the South Bay Circle Drive, so it’s very important that the timing is 
synchronized between the two intersections, so they really had input. It was approved and he has the 
permit, which was forwarded to the Director of Planning today for the file, so that is all done.  So 
from an Onondaga County Department of Transportation standpoint he is 100 percent complete and 
all set with them. 
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Christian Brunelle:   Currently, the traffic signals are on the RLB property owned by Mr. Roger 
Burdick. That’s on private property. The other side of the pole, that’s actually in our proposed 
driveway, is on the Town right-of-way. After research, the Planning Board found that it was a Town 
signal. So I entered into an agreement, which I gave Mr. Germain a copy of, he has an Access 
Indemnity Agreement with RLB Development, basically allowing me access to remove or do 
whatever I have to do to remove this signal pole.  He gave me full access to his property, which is 
wonderful.  What’s in front of you tonight, is we are going to take this off of private property, put it 
into the Town owned right-of-way, which is probably how this should have been done with all the 
growth here and put four (4) mast poles. This pole right here on Mr. Burdick’s property will go 
away.  The pole in the driveway, of course, has to go away because this is really the only location 
that we can have a driveway; we want it to line up. Two poles will come down, and we will put four 
mast arms on each corner.  The reason we had to do four of them is just because we could not get the 
proper angle.  The Department of Transportation looked at it; we could not get the proper angles.  
It’s very expensive doing it the way that I am, but there is no other choice to get it in the right way.  I 
think this cleans up a lot of things on this corner. The traffic light; it puts everything into the Town 
right-of-way.  Assuming the Board approves this tonight, I plan on hiring Syracuse Signal, a local 
contractor who actually has the contract on all your traffic lights as well.  I bid it out. I met the 
owner on site yesterday, and assuming that everything goes smoothly tonight, tomorrow I will enter 
into a contract with him to do the work.  
 
Supervisor Venesky:  I had a citizen ask me a question.  He wanted to know what the cost was to the 
town.  There is no cost at all to the Town of Cicero for this, correct? 
 
Christian Brunelle:  That is correct. It is 100 percent.  We will turn it over after it’s inspected by the 
Town, the DPW (Department of Public Works) and O’Brien & Gere is going to inspect it.  My 
traffic signal guy who has the contract with the town is really going to be taking his own work over. 
I talked to Mark Premo, Deputy Commissioner just yesterday about the whole situation.  I talked to 
him about Syracuse Signal, and we are going to choose how we are going to go about it, and he is 
very, very happy. 
 
Supervisor Venesky solicited any questions from the Board. 
 
Councilor Cushman:  Just one question from maybe O’Brien & Gere. The signal that’s in Hogan and 
South Bay Road, the majority of the traffic that comes to that, especially during morning and 
evening business time, comes down from Hogan south by KFC, across behind Lowes, and then 
down to get on there to make a left hand turn and it never seems to be able to clear that traffic at 
busy times.  I’m just wondering if part of the synchronization could also make the left turn green 
arrow longer on South Bay and Circle Drive, making that a longer green light. 
 
Christian Brunelle:  There will be four lights synced here; all four of those will be tied together.  
That was part of a traffic study that was done by our traffic engineer.  All four of them will be 
synced appropriately per the traffic study that we performed. 
 
Steve Snell:  The County approved those timings also. 
 
Christian Brunelle:  And they approved the traffic study. 
 
Supervisor Venesky solicited any further Board discussion.  There was none. 
 
Ayes – 5, Noes – 0, and Abstentions – 0. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING                            WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 2016 

 6 

Lyons Runne Section 2B 
 

Councilor Karp moved for the adoption of a resolution to approve the dedication of sanitary 
sewer, drainage facilities and road located in Section 2B of Lyons Runne in the Town of 
Cicero owned by the Developer, T&L Companies.  The construction of the facilities has 
been completed in accordance with the Plans and Specifications pursuant to a letter from 
O’Brien & Gere dated April 21, 2016.  It is also recommended that the Developer post 
securities with the Town for punch list items and guarantee securities for the project as 
outlined in the O’Brien & Gere letter:   
 

 

 
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Cushman. 
 
Supervisor Venesky solicited any Board discussion.  There was none. 
 
Ayes – 5, Noes – 0, and Abstentions – 0. Motion carried unanimously. 
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Lyons Runne Section Numbers 1 and 2A Securities 
 

Councilor Karp moved for the adoption of a resolution to reduce the securities currently on deposit 
with the Town for Lyons Runne in accordance with a letter from O’Brien & Gere dated April 21, 
2016 as follows: 

A. Lyons Runne Siltation and Erosion Control Facilities from $94,880.00 to $14,000.00 
B. Lyons Runne Section No. 1 from $38,600.00 to $0 
C. Lyons Runne Section No.2A from $58,910.00 to $15,700.00 

 

 

 
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Cushman. 
 
Supervisor Venesky solicited any Board discussion. 
 
Ayes – 5, Noes – 0, and Abstentions – 0. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 

Brewerton Wastewater Treatment Plant Service Area 
 Sanitary Sewer Improvements Project 

 
Supervisor Venesky read the following: 
 
Project Description: The project includes the open cut replacement of approximately 620-lf (linear 
feet) of 8-inch sanitary sewers, spot repair and grout sealing of approximately 5,500-lf of 8-inch 
sanitary sewers, rehabilitation of approximately 400-lf of sanitary sewers with cured-in-place pipe, 
3,800-lf of 8-inch diameter trenchless spot repair & chemical grout sealing along with the 
rehabilitation and/or improvement of 70 existing sanitary sewer manholes.  The estimated project 
cost is $560,000.00 and is consistent with improvements presented in the County’s Brewerton Sewer 
System Evaluation Study Report completed in 2015.      
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 Environmental Review: 
 Supervisor Venesky moved for the adoption of a resolution the above described sanitary sewer  
 improvements within the Brewerton Wastewater Treatment Plant Sanitary Service Area are a  
 Type II action under 6NYCRR Part 617.5 (c) (1) and (2) for purposes of the New State  
 Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and that no further action under the SEQR Act is   
 Required. Motion was seconded by Councilor Karp. 
 Supervisor Venesky:  I’m very excited about that.  We are going to take 17 million gallons of fresh     
 water out of the Brewerton Sanitary Sewer System.  This is a problem that was identified over  
 20 years ago, and I’m very proud that this board has stood up to get it done. 
 
Steve Snell:  This is part of a grant application that we are submitting.  It’s due in June, but now they 
actually pushed the date back.  We had this resolution at the last meeting but we had to include the 
citation for the Type II action, which we’ve included now.  Nothing has changed with the project, 
the description is the same. 
 
Supervisor Venesky:  This is huge for the Town of Cicero.  It’s huge for our future. 
 
A resident asked what NYCRR stands for. 
 
Councilor Karp:  It is the New York Code of Rules and Regulations. 
 
Supervisor Venesky solicited any further discussion from the Board.  There was none. 
 
Ayes – 5, Noes – 0, and Abstentions – 0. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
  
Assessor’s Office:   

• Purchase Approvals 
Councilor Cushman moved for the adoption of a resolution to approve the following purchases: 

A. $2,400.00 to SDG Outpost Anywhere for a Mobile Assessment System, which includes two 
(2) Samsung Android tablets 

B. $240.00 for Verizon Wireless 4G Cellular Data Support 
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Karp. 
 
Councilor Becallo:  With this software, do we expect more accurate listings of assessments? 
 
Supervisor Venesky:  I don’t know if we can speak to accurate.  I’m going to take that our assessor, 
Karen Tavernese is accurate in what she does.  I believe that she is accurate. This is a time saver.  It 
allows her to access information on the run because all of her work is done in the field, and also to 
input data right on the spot.  I think it’s going to be a tremendous time saver for her. 
 
Councilor Karp:  So not necessarily more accurate, but definitely more efficient. 
 
Supervisor Venesky:   More efficient, absolutely. 
 
Supervisor Venesky solicited any further discussion from the Board.  There was none. 
 
Ayes – 5, Noes – 0, and Abstentions – 0. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
• Lease Agreement for XEROX Copier 
Councilor Cushman moved for the adoption of a resolution to authorize the Supervisor to execute a 
Lease Agreement with BIX Consultants for one (1) XEROX 7556 Black/White/Color Copier to be 
located in the Assessor’s Office, in the amount of $137.00 per month, sixty (60) month lease, which 
includes the service contract. 
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Karp. 
 
Supervisor Venesky solicited any Board discussion.  
 
Councilor Cushman:  Mike (Becallo) had a question on this last month. 
 
Councilor Becallo:  One cent. 
 
Supervisor Venesky:  The overage is one penny per copy. 
 
Ayes – 5, Noes – 0, and Abstentions –0. Motion carried unanimously.  
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Comptrollers Office: 

• Printing of the “Official Statements and Sale Notices” 
Councilor Cushman moved for the adoption of a resolution to approve payment of $1,187.85 to 
Premier Printing, Inc. for the printing of the “Official Statements and Sale Notices” for the renewal 
of the 2016 Bond Anticipation Note (BAN).   
 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Venesky. 
 
Supervisor Venesky solicited any Board discussion. There was none. 
 
Supervisor Venesky:  This is something that we are required to do. They have to bind it, so it’s a 
legal requirement. 
 
Ayes – 4, Noes – 1, and Abstentions – 0. Motion carried. Councilor Becallo voting no. 

• Updated Procurement Policy 
Councilor Cushman moved for the adoption of a resolution to approve the updated Procurement 
Policy, which includes policy changes that were formally passed by resolution; “Best Value” 
methodology and “Piggyback Law” The current updates are as follows: 
   A. $1,000.00 to $2,500.00 before Board resolution is needed. 
   B. $2,500.00 to $5,000.00 will require a verbal request with three written quotes. 
   C. $5,000.00 up to $35,000.00 (for Public Works Projects) or $20,000.00 (Purchase Contracts) will        
        require an RFP (request for proposal) and three written quotes. 
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Karp. 
 
Supervisor Venesky solicited any Board discussion. There was none. 
 
Ayes – 5, Noes – 0, and Abstentions – 0. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 
Highway Department: 

• Section 284 of the Highway Law Agreement 
Councilor Conway moved for the adoption of a resolution to approve the road projects (subject to 
change) for 2016 at a cost of $816,000.00, and authorize the execution of the Highway Agreement 
between the Highway Superintendent and the Town Board in accordance with Section 
284 of the Highway Law: 
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Motion was seconded by Councilor Cushman. 
 
Supervisor Venesky:  We are actually going to pave more than we thought we were going to.  We 
are taking money and we are paying cash out of the fund balance. The reason being is we caught a 
real break this year with the price of oil.  The business case was made that we could do some 
additional roads. It would cost us less money to do it this year. We wouldn’t necessarily be in that 
position next year. We don’t know what the cost of oil is going to be so we made a decision to take 
some money out of fund balance; we had it available, and to pave some additional roads. 
 
Ayes – 5, Noes – 0, and Abstentions – 0. Motion carried unanimously.  
 

• Purchase Approvals 
Councilor Conway moved for the adoption of a resolution to approve the following 
purchases for the Highway Department: 

A. $1,125.00 to Eberl Iron Works for (50) fifty, 48” delineators with bottoms 
B. $4,400.40 to Bobcat of CNY for a broom attachment for the Bobcat 
C. $2,700.00 to MOMAR Inc. for 55 gallon AGRI-SOL with 4 sprayers (asphalt 

releaser) 
 

Supervisor Venesky:  We’ll spray the AGRI-SOL into the new Hot Box [asphalt machine].  It allows 
all of the material to flow out of there easily, and easy clean up. 
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Karp. 
 
Ayes – 5 Noes – 0, and Abstentions – 0. Motion carried.  

 
 

Parks & Recreation Department 
 

Councilor Karp moved for the adoption of a resolution to approve the following: 
• Authorization for the Supervisor to sign the 2016 Contract with Onondaga County 

Department of Children and Family Services for funding for the CanTeen in the amount of 
$18,400.00. 

• Acceptance of a $200.00 donation from Syracuse Vineyard Church for a movie licensing 
sponsorship as part of the Town’s Movie series.   

 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Becallo. 
 
Supervisor Venesky solicited any Board discussion.  There was none. 
 
Ayes – 5, Noes – 0, and Abstentions – 0. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 

Planning and Zoning Department (Codes Department) 
 

Councilor Becallo moved for the adoption of a resolution to approve the following: 
• $1,845.00 to United Radio for mounting brackets, power inverters and installation of mobile 

field computer and access to the Town of Cicero network for three (3) Codes Department 
vehicles 

• $1,440.03 to Verizon Wireless for annual payment for wireless service and unlimited data 
plan ($40.01 per each vehicle for 12 months for three (3) Codes Department vehicles) 

• $1,096.18 to Central New York Regional Information Center for one (1) Dell Laptop 
Computer and three (3) Canon Printers to be installed in the Codes Department vehicles. 

 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Cushman. 
 
Councilor Becallo:  This is for better accuracy? 
 
Supervisor Venesky:  Not necessarily the accuracy.  It’s going to be a huge deficiency mover and a 
huge time saver because now they can do the reports right in the field, they can access their software 
from the vehicle, they can issue permits right from the vehicle, so they don’t have to come back and 
do the paperwork.  I’m anticipating that we will have quite a savings in time.   
 
Supervisor Venesky solicited any further Board discussion.  There was none. 
 
Ayes – 5, Noes – 0, and Abstentions – 0. Motion carried unanimously. 
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Police Department 
 

Councilor Becallo moved for the adoption of a resolution to approve the following: 
• Acceptance of a Grant from Spirit of Blue Organization in the amount of $8,750.40 for the 

purchase of safety equipment 
• Acceptance of a Grant from the National Rifle Association in the amount of $2,850.00 for 

the purchase of ammunition 
• $2,132.00 (to be taken from the STOP DWI reserve fund) to Brite Computers for one (1) 

Fujistu Life Book T725 Laptop (four-year accidental damage protection and adapter 
included), to be installed in one of the new patrol unit cars. 

• $377.92 to Brite Computers for one (1) Brother PocketJet 7-300-DPI-Thermal Printer 
Engine with adapters 

 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Karp. 
 
Supervisor Venesky solicited any Board discussion. 
 
Councilor Karp: Chief is that for duty ammunition, the NRA Grant? 
  
Chief Snell:  It will be used for training ammunition.  
 
Ayes – 5, Noes – 0, and Abstentions – 0. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Discussion Items: 

• Earth Day Participation  
Tracy Cosilmon thanked everyone that participated in Earth Day.  She said although it was a cold 
day they had a great turnout; there were a lot of groups that participated.  She said it is really nice to 
go through the areas that everyone cleaned and look at the great pride that everyone took to clean up 
the specific areas.   
 
Supervisor Venesky:  Thank you for what you have done Tracy for organizing this for the Town.  
You make sure that everybody has what they need, there are plenty of donuts, and the spirits are 
high.  You do a great job with that!  Thank you. 
 

• Route 11 Sidewalk Project 
Supervisor Venesky:  I met with the Department of Transportation (DOT) last week.  The Town of 
Cicero is going to get sidewalks from Bear Road all the way to about 200feet north of Caughdenoy 
Road.  Moving forward, hopefully by the time we are done, we will be able to go all the way to 
Route 31. We told them that’s what we want.  It will be a huge improvement in safety for all of the 
people that walk that Route 11 Corridor between Bear Road. I’m very excited about that.  The DOT 
told us there are some things that they have to do; move some poles, and there’s some other site 
work that has to be done but we can expect sidewalks in the Town of Cicero in that Route 11 
Corridor by 2017.  I’m very proud of that. 
 

• Town Website 
Supervisor Venesky:  We have worked very hard, both David Kirk and Dan Lovell, who is a website 
developer and I can tell you today that the new website is up; it is up and running.  There is no 
change, it is ciceronewyork.net. Hopefully, you will find it to be user-friendly.  All of the things that 
we want should be there with just a couple of clicks.  It has the capability to push information to you.  
So if you go on there and you click on Information or Inform Me you can put your email address 
in there and every time we do an update or we put in an announcement for a public hearing, or 
whatever, if you choose to receive it; it will automatically push it to you and you can unsubscribe at 
any time.  I think that’s a huge leap forward.  I’m very proud of it. 
 
 

Announcement that the 2015 Annual Financial Report 
for the Town of Cicero has been completed 

 
Tracy Cosilmon announced that the 2015 Annual Financial Report for the Town of Cicero was given 
to all of the Board members.  The report has been completed and is on file in the Cicero Town 
Clerk’s Office for public view and it is also can be found on the Town’s website at:  
www.ciceronewyork.net. 
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Public Input 

 
Don Bloss addressed the three (3) LMT Defense MRP Defender Model 16 5.56 rifles and the 
accessories. Don said it sounds like an assault weapon to him. He asked who was going to pay for 
the training.  
 
Chief Snell explained the training will be incorporated into their firearms training.  They are going to 
take it very slowly with it. Only three officers will be trained to use the guns.  
 
Don Bloss asked what three people and where the guns are going to be kept. 
 
Chief Snell then explained that the guns will be kept in a locked mechanism right between the seats; 
between the cage and the front seat. 
 
Don Bloss commented that if the guns have three magazines with them that that’s a lot of firepower. 
 
Chief Snell said, well Don the unfortunate part is we live in a different world today.  When we talk 
about active shooter situations we have got to be prepared, as opposed to not being prepared. He 
then stated that twenty-nine percent of all active shooter situations in this country, the subjects are 
armed with automatic weapons and for us to think that we can go into a situation with a hand 
gun…that’s how people get hurt, and that’s how people get killed.  
 
Don Snell asked, if you were to get into an active shooter situation wouldn’t your people get the 
Sherriff’s and the State Police involved immediately.  
 
Chief Snell explained that the Active Shooter Situation Training that is being done across the 
country, in fact he has two federally certified Active Shooter instructors, Active Shooter Training 
requires that the first officer on the scene to immediately deploy into the active shooter situation, 
whether it’s a school or a business.  The old days of waiting, and that’s where more people get killed 
and people get injured, to reduce and minimize injuries and deaths the police officers now today are 
instructed to immediately deploy into the situation and terminate the threat.  That is their job.  Not to 
sit there and wait for the State Police or the Sherriff’s department to arrive; we will deploy and 
terminate the threat.  That is what we get paid for and that’s what we are trained to do. 
 
Don Snyder said, if we only have three officers that are going to be trained in the use of these 
rifles… 
 
Chief Snell explained that goal that every officer has the ability to be able to qualify on these 
weapons. In order to qualify you have to score 100 percent on the rifle, whereas with the handguns 
you don’t have to.  So everyone is going to be trained how to use it, but they may not be authorized 
or certified to carry it. 
 
Don Snyder said he was scared for our officers.  He would hate for some officer that theoretically 
can’t pick up that firearm or use it because he didn’t score a hundred on the shooting, but he knows 
how to use the rifle. He would want the officer to use it. 
 
Chief Snell explained if the certified person had the assault rifle and was down or injured and 
another officer showed up and was familiar with the rifle he would be able to use it.  
 
Don Snyder asked Chief Snell how many times our officers to date had to pull their guns out of their 
holsters. 
 
Chief Snell told Don Snyder just two days ago an officer had to ‘pull’ his gun out of his holster; 
pulling their weapons out and using their weapons are two different things. The officer may not have 
the intent of using the weapon or they may use a Taser; it depends on the threat level. 
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Tim Murphy:  This is going to be for 5b [set public hearing for May 11, 2016, to consider district 
zoning changes for our Comprehensive Plan Update] on your agenda, which is for zoning. I just 
wanted you to look this over so that you could review it when you come in for the public hearing on 
the 11th: 
 

 
 
Supervisor Venesky solicited any further public comments.  There was none. 
 
 

Adjournment 
 

Supervisor Venesky made a motion to adjourn the Town Board meeting.  
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Cushman. 
 
Ayes – 5, Noes – 0, and Abstentions – 0. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
There being no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned at  
7:20 pm.  
 
 
 
________________ 
Tracy M. Cosilmon 
Cicero Town Clerk 
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