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STATE OF NEW YORK  
ONONDAGA COUNTY  
TOWN OF CICERO 
 
 
       SS: 
 
 
The Cicero Town Board held their regular meeting on Wednesday, October 22, 2014 at  
6:30 p.m. at the Cicero Town Hall, 8236 Brewerton Road, Cicero, NY 13039. 
 
 
Present:     Jessica Zambrano, Supervisor 
     Tim Burtis, Deputy Supervisor 
     Mike Becallo, Councilor 
     C. Vernon Conway, Councilor 
     Mark Venesky, Councilor  
                                                                   
      
Others Present:    Christopher Woznica, Highway    
     James Meyers, Police Investigator 
             Robert Germain, Germain & Germain, Town Attorney 
     Bruce W. Letts, C & S Companies, Town Engineer 
     Jody Rogers, Director of Parks & Recreation 
     Tracy Cosilmon, Town Clerk  
       
   
Supervisor Zambrano indicated where the emergency exits were and read the following 
statement: 
 
The Cicero Town Board acknowledges the importance of full public participation in all public 
hearings and therefore urges all who wish to address the Board to utilize the microphones located 
in the front of the room.  If anyone is unable to hear please let us know so we can take any 
corrective action. 
 
The meeting was opened at 6:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Councilor Conway requested a moment of silence be observed in remembrance of our men and 
women serving in the Armed Forces in harm’s way. 
 
 

PUBLIC INPUT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY): 
 

• Procedure – Sign in sheets will be placed on the back table. Public will sign-in 
with name and agenda item(s) they have questions on. 

• Public will be called up to the microphone to speak on the agenda item at the time the 
Town Board discusses that particular item. 

 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the minutes of the  
October 8, 2014 Special Town Board Meeting and the October 8, 2014 Regular Town Board 
Meeting. Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
           . 
Ayes- 5 and Noes – 0. Motion carried.  
           
Supervisor Zambrano said the board would be going into executive session after public 
input and they would not be reconvening. 
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ABSTRACT APPROVAL:  
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis moved the adoption of a resolution to accept the Abstracts 
dated October 14, 2014 and October 21, 2014.   
 
Councilor Becallo asked if anybody had the vendor’s invoice or the actual work request 
for voucher no.s 2854 through 2859.  
 
Councilor Venesky said he did not see the actual invoices.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the invoices Councilor Becallo was talking about were for 
O’Brien & Gere, for their planning board engineering services; the Comptroller has the 
details. 
 
Councilor Becallo said he sent an email to the Comptroller asking her to provide the 
vendor invoices and department authorization for it and Shirlie had sent him back the 
purchase orders that showed that they were paid, but she didn’t fully give him what he 
had asked for.  
 
Councilor Becallo asked whose signatures were at the bottom of the LaFleur vouchers.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said they were Richard Hooper’s signature. She explained that is 
the usual procedure since Richard Hooper is responsible for drainage; he reviews all the 
vouchers and authorizes that the work was done.  
 
Councilor Venesky told Councilor Becallo that he had raised those questions on the 
payment to the contractor and they were verified.  Richard Hooper has the responsibility 
to make sure that the work is done correctly and he verifies those invoices for payment. If 
there’s a problem with the work Richard knows to notify them that something wasn’t 
done properly. 
 
Councilor Becallo said it wasn’t just that, the board has asked on four different occasions 
for more detail and he appreciates the Supervisor is actually asking for that from all the 
vendors, but they’re still not following all of the requests. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said she would reiterate the expectation. 
 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
 
Ayes- 4 and Noes – 1. Motion carried. Councilor Becallo voting no, said he was opposed for the  
                                                               same reasons he states every week – no detail. 
 
The abstracts can be viewed on the Town’s website:  www.ciceronewyork.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ciceronewyork.net/
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BUDGET MODIFICATIONS:  

 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the following 
budget modifications as submitted:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano.  
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
 
GUS MACKER TOURNAMENT PRESENTATION: 
 

• Presentation on the 2014 Gus Macker Basketball Tournament by Vinny Hollopeter and 
Sue Jordan, on behalf of the Friends of the CanTeen 

 
Vinny Hollopeter  said the CanTeen is our after-school drop-in teen center. They see probably, 
55-60 kids a day on average and anybody between 8th and 12th grade is welcome to join them 
from anywhere .They do get some kids from out of the district, but it’s primarily Cicero and the 
North Syracuse School District; Town of Clay has some kids in the school district that come, and 
Salina as well.  
 
Gus Macker is a company that organizes and helps them run a fund-raising golf tournament every 
year; they’re a national organization, he believes there are 23 or 24 of these tournaments around 
the country and they like us very much; probably mostly because of Julie Raddell - she does a 
great job.  Julie is the one that introduced us to it and it’s been very successful; we are five years 
into it and it’s going very well. 
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Vinny Hollopeter read the following recap of the tournament: 
 

 
 
 
Vinny Hollopeter thanked all the volunteers and the police service.  He said it was a great 
tournament; everybody had a good time and it brings a lot of people and families together.  
 
Councilor Venesky said a lot of the kids from the CanTeen actually volunteer to work that event, 
so it’s not a free ride for them; they’re out there actually working, participating to generate that 
money.  
 
Vinny Hollopeter said there is an adult supervision at the CanTeen, but through the teen council 
they make the rules and run pretty much everything at the CanTeen, and with Toni keeping an 
eye on them all it works pretty well. They get a lot of kids after they have graduated out of it that 
come back and help them. Breanna Stewart came back and ran all the volunteers; she was a 
participant up until she graduated from high school. She went on to college and now she comes 
back every year to help out. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked how they define outside the local area. 
 
Vinny Hollopeter said it was from the teams that register. 
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Julie Raddell explained that they basically look at the surrounding areas, such as Clay and 
Baldwinsville; people who would drive within 10 to 15 minutes.   
 
Julie Raddell said they cover about six states. 
 
Councilor Venesky acknowledged the hard work and dedication that Jody Rogers puts into the 
tournament.  
 
Councilor Becallo said he volunteered this year and he had a blast.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the tournament brings good will to the town.  
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis asked if it was the same date next year. 
 
Vinny Hollopter said it was August 8th and 9th.  
 
 
PERSONNEL MATTERS: 
 

• Parks and Recreation Department (Robert Koegel as Driver/Messenger/Bus Driver) 
 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to hire Robert Koegel as 
Driver/Messenger/Bus Driver to drive the Cicero Express Senior Center Bus at a pay rate of 
$10.50/hour effective October 27, 2014.  Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 

• Highway Department (approve Highway Wingperson List for 2014-2015 Season) 
 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the Wingperson List provided 
by the Highway Superintendent at a pay rate of $15.00 /per hour for the 2014-2015 Season: 
 

 
 
Motion was seconded by Deputy Supervisor Burtis. 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
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2015 BUDGET: 
 

• Consider passing proposed Local Law No.3 of the year 2014 to allow the Town of 
Cicero to override the New York State Tax Cap Limit for the 2015 Budget 

 
Supervisor Zambrano said a couple of them are going line by line through the budget and meeting 
with department heads as part of their effort in order to see where they can make additional cuts 
to the preliminary budget that was filed with the Town Clerk in September.  She said it has been 
an arduous process and they are not finished with the process yet, so she has been asked, and she 
totally agrees that they should wait to see if we can realize some more cuts before consideration 
of passing a local law so she would like to table it for the time being.  
 
Public Input: 
 
Joe Licata said he appreciates that they are in a tough position; budgets are tight.  As a father, a 
homeowner, and a taxpayer he said that our budgets are also incredibly tight.  New York State 
has the highest property tax in the nation. We have the highest overall tax burden of any state in 
the nation. He’s not sure what makes us so special, but what he does know is that it puts really 
incredible pressure on normal people to try and keep up with this ever-growing tax demand.  
We’ve all heard stories of people being priced out of their homes because they buy a home and  
twenty years later the property taxes have just been expediential and they have to leave.  He 
applauds the state government for putting the tax cap into place and he thinks it’s very 
reasonable. We all have to live within our budgets; real incomes have been flat for five years.  
He appreciates the fact that the Board says they are looking for additional cuts, but asked if they 
are looking at cutting staff.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said they are looking at it. 
 
Councilor Venesky said this was the first public budget as he is a new councilor.  The Supervisor, 
the Comptroller, and he are going line, by line, by line for this budget.  He spent the entire day 
here with staff managers, having them justify the budgets.  What’s he finding when they talk 
about cutting staff is that we have contracts that we have inherited that does not allow them to let 
anybody go.  We have contracts that don’t allow us to expand or contract our workforce based on 
workflow and that’s one of the things that they’re facing.  He is still struggling with what is the 
best way for the Town to go.  Councilor Venesky said we have had increases in: 
 

• State mandated retirement costs 
• 2% increase in our public service contracts 
• Heath insurance costs 
• Workers’ compensation costs that have gone up $150,000 in the last two years 

 
Councilor Venesky, a former business person, said he is trying to look at this town as a business, 
as is his partners. They are struggling with things that they can’t change, which are some of the 
costs.  What they are looking at now is what they can control.  They are not happy with 
borrowing money, the reason why is because they are still looking  and they are not making a 
decision on what they are going to do yet, is because they need people like Joe Licata, not just 10 
or 13 people out of 30,000 people in this community.  He said here’s what we are looking at: 
 

• The County took away the sales tax  two years ago - every widget sold at WalMart, the 
money goes to the County; no longer to the Town 

• We had to purchase (2) two snow plows this year 
 
Councilor Venesky said they have not made a decision and this is difficult; we are in a very 
difficult situation.  If you take a look at where we are going to be after he leaves (and his term is 
for 4 years), what kind of shape is the Town going to be in? Right now, he is not sure we can pay 
our bills in 5 years.  He needs everyone to join in the discussion of what do we want, what are we 
willing to pay for, needs, wants, and what are we willing to live without; we cannot live without 
snowplows, we can’t live without public safety, so right now we are trying to balance all that and 
any constructive, realistic input that someone can give him and the others – they are all ears.  
 
Joe Licata said he was shocked to hear that the Town was locked into the number of employees 
that they have.  So if the decision was that they weren’t going to raise taxes, they were going to 
cut services, would they keep the same number of employees? 
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Councilor Venesky said the Board members are also taxpayers, and they live here as well. If taxes 
weren’t raised and we stay below the cap, and they are debating if they want to go there, do we 
drain our fund balance?  Do we drain the fund balance and then be forced by the courts to reopen 
our contracts. 
 
Joe Licata asked Councilor Venesky why they didn’t put that to the people. 
 
Councilor Venesky said he has asked them to. 
 
Joe Licata said he understands that they are in a tough position and either way they vote they are 
going to make one group or another unhappy and the people paying the bill should have a bigger 
say as to what they want or what they don’t want. 
 
Councilor Venesky said we have had two public hearings on the budget.  He was directed to the 
Post Standard, he said to look at the comments being made about our budget; he is the guy that 
said “please come to the meeting.”  He is looking at the challenges that we are facing and there 
are not going to be any easy decisions in this budget, but this Board is not looking to kick 
problems down the road; they are looking to tackle it.  
 
Joe Licata asked the Board to keep in mind when they increase the taxes, even if it sounds like 
just a little bit, people have to make sacrifices in their own home and if they are asking them to do 
that then why not give them a vote; let them decide whether they want to cut services or pay more 
taxes because we all know what’s going to happen – you raise taxes this year, next year you’re 
not going to cut them, it’s going to be another raise because it’s going to be a little easier and the 
expenses are still going to be there. 
 
Councilor Venesky asked Joe Licata if he could make some suggestions and if he had any 
specifics.  
 
Joe Licata said he didn’t, but he would be happy to be involved with the specifics. He has worked 
for several organizations and any organization can cut 10%.  He said the thing about government 
is their very rarely accountable and it’s easy for them just to say “well look at the numbers we 
needed.” If you don’t have the money you have to make tough choices, and you can’t keep 
walking to the well every time. 
 
Councilor Venesky said he came from private industry (37 years with UPS), but they had the 
flexibilities as a private company, and they dealt with the Teamsters.  They had times of the year 
when they were busy, peak season, they put people on, they put temporaries on, they used casual 
employees and didn’t pay them benefits and all that…”Hello, welcome to the CSEA”.  It’s a little 
more difficult than he or Joe Licata faced. We could come in and say there are hard realities; cut 
your budget 10%, don’t whine to me or there’s the door.  You can’t take that hacksaw approach; 
it takes a lot of different approaches to figure out how to overcome it.  They know the problem is 
there, but certain things we are locked into that they have discovered, that they have very little 
control over.  He doesn’t want to raise taxes, they’re his taxes too. He made a pledge to people in 
this community when he asked people for their votes that he would do the best that he would do 
the best he could with the dollars.  As a town we spend $800,000 a year on road repair; this is an 
old town and all of the roads that we accepted as a town, and all of the years before we were born 
were not constructed to the standards that we have adopted today.  So the commitment was made 
a couple of years ago that we would spend to try to rectify that. We have a water problem in this 
town - its flat; we have water issues.  
 
Councilor Venesky said here is where we are with this and he is not comfortable with it:  we are 
borrowing money, we have borrowed money.  This Board hasn’t borrowed anything yet, they are 
looking at it.  But we’ve borrowed $650,000 and we are talking about borrowing $800,000 to 
continue the roads.  Now we say, are we going to borrow the money or should they actually show 
the taxpayer what it costs to do them? We are looking at a 4.5% increase in the Highway budget 
and we are looking to take it out of our fund balance, and the argument that has been made has 
been made by him, but no decision has been made on - let’s show people what it costs. So if a 
resident says to the Board, they’ll live with potholes, don’t do my roads, and just hit them with 
cold patch.  If a resident says that then the Board will take it into consideration.  They had a 
public budget meeting a couple of weeks ago where they had baseball and little league coaches 
who asked to keep our parks going because they were bringing tournaments in, we are bringing in 
the little league people, we are bringing in people to the hotels, etc., and he listened to it.  It’s a 
quality of life issue, and it’s our children, but it costs money to do that.  He put Jody Rogers 
through the wringer today, not just him but the Comptroller and our Supervisor, to explain every 
nickel. They can cut, but he wants everybody to understand, he is very frustrated (as are his 
partners) to learn that he can’t cut people (they can if they open up contracts and they push it), but 
they haven’t decided which way to go.  They are trying to balance quality of life, the safety of the 



REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING            WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2014 

 8 

people who live here.  He said we need to keep the roads open when it snows. We had a terrible 
winter last year, but no one was injured on our roads because they weren’t maintained, but it costs 
money to do that. Unfortunately, the County has taken our sales tax money away and the State is 
not helping the towns; they are telling us what we need to do, what insurances we need to 
provide, how much money we need to put into retirement plans and there is no additional 
revenue.  Taking a look at all that, this is where we are this year:  are we putting together a plan to 
move forward next year and increase revenue not on the backs of the taxpayer?  You bet! They 
talked about that today.  Bob Smith is our Planning Board Chairman, and Bob and he spent a lot 
of time with our Chamber of Commerce lately, trying to develop a strategy to increase revenue 
into the town by building a win-win situation for us and business.   
 
Joe Licata in regards to highway costs, asked what was wrong with having a bond imitative 
where the taxpayers can have input and vote on that, that should be something outside the budget 
if it’s important to the citizens to improve the roads then why shouldn’t we have some input on 
that and make the decision?  The problem is when there is a tax increase in this big grey area and 
you don’t really know what it’s going for; someone like him would be happy to pay more if they 
said they were going to raise it 3% and every dollar is going towards improving this or that road 
and he can see it at the end – that’s easy. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said that was a good idea.  He said that the budget is online, but it is a 
little complicated.   
 
Councilor Venesky said they have asked for the budget to be streamlined too. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano agreed that it is complicated, but the format that they use is a state 
mandated formatted.   
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis told Joe Licata that he was glad that he was there; it’s a good place for 
him to be and a good thing for him to engage on.  He explained that we did do a bond anticipation 
note for some of our past short-term borrowing, and they did refinance a bunch of things at an 
interest rate of .75, which he thought was fiscally responsible when we had some other things at a 
higher interest rate and we did set up a repayment plan for that.  He has said in public here before, 
that if you won’t go into debt (which he is personally opposed to), but here in a town government, 
unfortunately the the situation we are in it seems to be prudent that we would utilize that.  The 
only question in his mind is how much we do that for.  Like he said before, if you won’t borrow 
for the biggest asset short of your citizen, which would be your road, he’s not sure what you 
would borrow for.  He said he is not new to the budget process anymore, but when he was new 
and learning the budget process he was also just as frustrated and just as interested in it.   
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said that he also comes from private industry, a finance background in 
lending and he did come into it with the same thought of this is just business, but he is of the 
opinion today that this is not business, this is government, and it is very, very, different and in his 
life it has been very negative; it doesn’t have a lot of positive overtones to it.  Sixty-percent of the 
budget is already pretty much set for us; we do have labor contracts that do make it very difficult, 
but in the government world that’s what they do; you have labor contracts with unions, it’s all 
unionized and everybody has a buddy backing them – that’s just the truth and that’s what all of us 
are somewhat stuck with; it makes budget times interesting and difficult.  He encouraged Joe 
Licata to continue being interested and to go on the Town’s website.   
 
Councilor Venesky said we have to have a budget submitted to the State of New York no later 
than November 20th so we are under the gun to not only review it once the budget is put together 
and then review the budgets and then go line by line.  He is all for Joe Licata’s suggestion; the 
people should have a say in what they want to do; to put things out to referendum this year with 
that time constraint – it’s not going to happen, but he will be here next year and if that’s what we 
want to do then he would not be opposed to listening to that.  
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said he thought it was disingenuous for the Governor to do this to us.  
He had a friend that once said we should have a zero tax cap, he thought that was even more 
disingenuous because there are state mandates that they already know that are built in and so 
some of that, to him, is political hypocrisy; they know that he can’t do much about some of those 
things and they’re using that for their political benefit and it makes him very frustrated with the 
leaders above us. So while it sounds great, and it’s a great idea to keep digging on the numbers, 
he can’t even get that done even if he wanted to.  
 
Joe Licata said he agreed with that. 
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Supervisor Zambrano said one of the reasons that they talk to us about a 2% cap is to force 
municipalities and villages to consolidate services, to consolidate services to consolidate 
governments and they won’t consolidate theirs.  Our budget has three different funds: 
 
Fund A –    for the entire town of Cicero 
Fund B –    for that doesn’t include the village 
Fund DB – for highway 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said then we have all of the special districts: the fire departments, the 
lighting, the sewer, and we have an ambulance district, etc., (tape change).  She said that 
Councilor Venesky, being a new member to the board, has plunged right in and he is 
understanding the difficulties that we are facing in trying to make these very difficult cuts, but 
this dialogue needs to go on all year; it becomes a crisis at budget time, and she thinks that’s one 
of the lessons that Mr. Venesky, in particular is learning, is that we have to start planning the next 
budget as soon as we pass this one.  
 
Lori Sager said that night she had heard people discuss how the budgets of government are 
impacting us on a daily basis, us meaning the taxpayer. She hears every town, state and federal 
board saying that they are mandated, and they can’t do anything about it; that their hands are tied. 
One of the things that Tim Burtis said is “where can we get some more money?” Lori Sager said 
you could get more money by getting rid of the tax exempt zones in every district.  Lower the cost 
of doing business in Cicero. Whatever the tax burden is, say its 35% and that’s what the 
businesses have to pay in order to stay in business here.  Lower it to 15percent, but everybody 
pays it, there are no more tax exempt zones for this agent or for that agent. 
 
Councilor Venesky told Lori Sager he was with her, but we don’t set them; we don’t do them 
here in the town. He said if you take a look at some of the box stores here in the town, those deals 
are negotiated in part, but if you look at Hancock Airpark we had nothing to do with it.  
He had a discussion with the Supervisor and the Comptroller today, and asked could we at least 
get money for the roads because we are plowing the roads over there. He agreed with her on it but 
said we could not do it from here.  
 
Lori Sager said they could.  She said she is so tired of hearing every board say that their hands are 
tied, you’ve all joined together just like our citizens of this United States are joining together to 
tell you that you have the powers as elected officials to ban together; this town, Salina, DeWitt, 
all of them within New York State and you go to Albany and you say we are not going to take it 
anymore, we cannot do it.  Don’t want to go to Albany? Go to Onondaga County, and you say to 
the little pip-squeaks up there and you tell them we want our tax money! That’s money that our 
area took in and you adjust your records! She is really tired of everyone just saying they took our 
money. You can lower the taxes.  Start somehow. Find a way to get a hold of the legislators up in 
Albany, or whomever does the mandates and argue with them, and if they say they can’t do 
anything then you get them out of town and you get people in there that are going to start doing 
business for us.  She said all of the board members are trying to do their best with their hands 
tied. She told them to untie their hands and start fighting for us; take their power for us and get 
the money they need.  Lower the tax burden in this town, and every town, and get your sales tax 
money back and get some revenue in here instead of bleeding us dry – we can only take so much 
and so can you.  She understands 60% of the budget is fixed, but we have sidewalks going in 
here; New York State borrowed money to put sidewalks in?  Lori said we don’t need sidewalks 
during a time like this, but this is the stupid crap that’s been going on.  There is 40 percent of the 
budget that this board does have control over and we are hoping and praying that your little heads 
of state won’t whine that they need something.  Lori said t’s ridiculous! It’s gotten tough.  She 
told the board members to think about us, stand strong together and fight them.  Don’t worry 
about re-election, and if they do that they won’t have to worry about having a job 4 years from 
now.  
 
Judy Boyke told the Board that it has been two weeks since they talked about the Brewerton 
Ambulance.  She foiled and has copies of everything, so she knows what is available. The 
contract that we have for the town says “ambulance will provide Town and ambulance staffed 
with volunteers which complies with the regulations of the New York State Department of Health 
Bureau….serving emergency medical needs to persons within the boundaries of the town.”   
Services to be provided include basic life support, transport, and treatment and arranging and 
providing advanced life support treatment.”  Their by-laws say “to provide basic and advanced 
emergency medical services to persons requiring such services including transportation, such 
persons to hospitals regardless of the availability to pay for such services.”   
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Judy Boyke said she has three different documents which Brewerton Ambulance provided to us 
in 2008, 2011, and 2013. 
 
In 2008 (with the budget of $100,000): 
 
$63,900.00 went to TLC.   
$18,000.00 in building rent  
$4,000.00 Legal fees 
$2,000.00 Office supplies maintenance and furniture  
$9,600.00 for food and beverage, to meetings, to travel, to meetings 
 
In 2013 (with a $93,000.00 budget): 
 
Judy Boyke said low and behold West Monroe gave them $10,000.00 even though this has been 
going on where they supply West Monroe, Hastings, part of Clay, and part of Brewerton: 
 
$53,000.00 went for the ambulance service 
$23,000.00 for building mortgage payment  
$4,000.00 legal fees, office supplies, maintenance 
$3,000.00 for Time Warner 
$20,000.00 for a down payment to purchase a building instead of renting 
 
So there’s $43,000.00 of her tax levy money, along with everyone else in the Brewerton Fire 
Protection. Yet, the Brewerton Ambulance is back in the Brewerton Fire Department.  
 
Councilor Becallo asked when that change was made. 
 
Judy Boyke said this year January is when they moved back into the building. 
 
Judy Boyke said we levy for garbage and they pick up our garbage.  We levy for brush and they 
come and pick up our trees.  We levy for ambulance service and they charge our insurance 
company, they bill our insurance company.  Why are we paying a tax levy for an ambulance 
service that our insurance company is paying for as well?  She told the board if they pass this 
without having accurate and absolute documentation you’re wrong, because there is almost 
$94,000.00 that’s been applied to this ambulance service that they are double billing. There are a 
lot of aging people that don’t even realize that don’t even realize that they are being levied for an 
ambulance service. The document says they are going to provide it so why are we paying double? 
 
Councilor Venesky said he was not aware of it, but they need to verify it. 
 
Judy Boyke said all the documentation is here and she’s sure if he contacted and got the records 
that they’re supposed to provide to us, along with how many people they service outside the 
town, the Brewerton Fire Protection, that do not pay anything - nothing.  
 
Councilor Venesky said his understanding was that by law they have to provide ambulance 
service; there’s a certain coverage that they have to provide. There was a public referendum, so if 
the residents in Brewerton had a referendum and the citizens in Brewerton said “collect this 
levy,” so we have an ambulance service.  At this point all we are is a pass through here in the 
town.  We are collecting money and we are paying it out per the law that was enacted by an act of 
the residents of Brewerton.  He told Robert Germain that he was not sure, legally, what we could 
do about this.  However, he would say empirically what the people of Brewerton enacted by law 
could make it go away by law.  He doesn’t know what the process is for that, but if they wanted 
to have another referendum with the people of Brewerton to say that we want to negate that or 
modify it, or change it or eliminate it, than that could be an avenue. 
 
Judy Boyke asked if the Board has a legal piece of paper that has been submitted by Brewerton 
Ambulance stating exactly what they are doing with our money.  How can they pay money out to 
somebody you don’t even have a document for? 
 
Councilor Becallo said those were questions he raised every single abstract.  For example, when a 
contractor comes in your home and they’re going to fix your kitchen.  There are some things you 
can see done, but there are some things that you can’t.  Don’t you want a list of all that? 
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Judy Boyke asked if all the fire departments gave the board a budget.  
 
Councilor Venesky said yes. 
 
Judy Boyke asked if Brewerton Ambulance gave then a budget; this is a special district. She said 
no.  How can you give them money when you don’t even have a budget or they don’t even know 
what they did with our money last year? In 2013, Brewerton Ambulance spent $43,000 of our 
ambulance money on buying a building that they aren’t even in.   
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said he would check into it this year.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the difference is that Brewerton Ambulance is a district.  Brush and 
garbage are not districts.  
 
Judy Boyke said it is still a tax levy.  It’s her right as a taxpayer that’s being levied for this service 
that they are double billing for, to know where that money is going and where is their budget 
before they give them the money. 
 
Joanne Wilder said two years ago they took our tax dollars away from us; they had no right.  The 
towns, villages, and the mayors were not involved in that meeting.  They need to go after that 
money.  She has lived in Cicero for 30 years, and when she moved here she made an agreement 
with herself that she would only spend her money within a 2.5 mile radius of her home and she 
does. If she can’t find it in Cicero – she doesn’t buy it.  Her tax dollars use to keep her taxes 
down.  She said they all rolled over and died - they are supposed to be our voices. They are not 
doing their job and we need them to get together with all of the other communities in this county, 
build up a pack, and go down there and tell Joanne Mahoney that you want your tax dollars back. 
 
Councilor Venesky told JoAnn Wilder he would like her to help them by going to her County 
Legislator; it’s all of our voices.   
 
Joanne Wilder said she told Jim Corl two years ago that we need to go down to the County and 
tell them you’re not getting our taxes, we want our tax dollars back. We have big box stores in 
this town that she knows aren’t paying taxes. Drivers Village got a big tax break, and they keep 
building and building. All we do is build stores that are already in the county; we don’t even go 
out to try to get businesses that aren’t here to bring people into this area.  What did we build this 
year, a pet store, another automotive store, a dentist, etc? Are they paying taxes?  She said that we 
have a right to know. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said some of the big box stores are on the 10 year programs; they do pay an 
increased percentage every year, so in two years the big box stores will be at their full property 
tax.  
 
Joanne Wilder said so she has to keep paying for them. 
 
Councilor Venesky said business development is a huge focus of his and with some other people 
in this town. They are putting together a plan to build revenue by attracting business in.  
 
Joanne Wilder said the Board does not have the right to vote the tax cap in; it should be a 
referendum to the people.  She knows that it is late this year, so we wait until next year and it’s on 
the ballot. We let this year slide, we cut the budget.  But we should make the decision if our taxes 
are going up, not them.  Five of them should make up for $30,000.00 people in Cicero.  So this 
year, keep it at 2%, you put it on the referendum for next year, we tell you no, and we live 
happily ever after. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis asked of the 30,000 people how many would show, 3000 or 4000 
people. 
 
Councilor Venesky said the reason he got involved in this is because he wants to make a 
difference and give back to the community.  
 
Joanne Wilder said last year the taxes were raised over 4 percent, and this year they want close to 
5 percent. 
 
Councilor Venesky said the Town had to buy two snowplows this year. 
 
Joanne Wilder said there are other departments besides Highway. Chris Woznica does a good job. 
The potholes in the roads are Rt.31 and Rt. 11 and they are state highways where they need patch 
repair. 
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Councilor Venesky said they aren’t just going to do what they want.  They are trying to balance 
the needs against the wants of this community and the realities of what we are faced against.  
 
Joanne Wilder said they talked about the parks, baseball, football, and not everybody in the town 
gets to utilize those parks, only pop warner and little league.  There isn’t a park left in this town 
where she can go walk her dog.  Why isn’t pop warner and baseball paying for the lights they put 
in? 
 
Jody Rogers said they did pay for 100% of the lighting.   
 
Joanne Wilder said we don’t even get to use these parks anymore. Nobody can pay their bills 
anymore. Our bills have all gone up over 5% on everything and we need a little bit of give here. 
She really feels that this year is not the year to raise our taxes; she believes it should be a vote of 
the people, and it should be a referendum on next year’s referendum (if they have to call a special 
election in April or May, before they even start working on the budget on how we feel about the 
increases). 
 
Supervisor Zambrano told Joanne Wilder that she knew where to find them.  
 
Councilor Venesky said he discussed this with Councilor Becallo.  They have to face the realities 
this year.  They are not going to eliminate the central services; they are going to keep it safe and 
get the roads cleaned. Collectively, they need to tell them what kind of town she wants. 
 
Joanne Wilder said she wants the Town Board to go to the County and get her sales tax back; she 
doesn’t want it going to Syracuse.  The Board should be making calls to all the towns and villages 
in this county and setting up a meeting on how they are going to go after our sales tax dollars. 
She said the sales tax was taken illegally from them, go get it back. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said it was her understanding that the County voluntarily shared sales tax 
revenues with the municipalities; it is not owed to us. 
 
Robert Germain said it is a County tax.  So the County, with a unanimous vote of the legislators’ 
decided to stop the sharing formula, which was the case before, which wasn’t even fair before.   
 
Councilor Becallo said the balanced budget they say they have (the County) is not a balanced 
budget – they took it from us. That’s a deficit; they are also in a deficit.  
 
Tom Beaulieu said figures don’t lie, but liars do figure. He wasn’t applying that to this board, 
however we are with the Board, we want to help do this, we want to make this thing work for the 
taxpayers and also so that the Town can function as it needs to. We are talking about a tax 
increase of 5.06%,  but in reality if we go back to 2013, we had a budget of  $11,480,000.00 and 
in 2014 it was up to $11,713,000 and change, so that was an increase of about $600,000.00.  Now 
this year we are going up in the two year period $825,000.00 (and he knows where that is coming 
from because those are fixed costs that you cannot take out of this budget), it’s the mandated 
costs of our health care which is basically $1,117,000.00 this year.  The retirement costs for the 
employees in this town is $876,715.00 right in the budget, and that’s 11% of the total budget and 
if that continues to grow then you are not going to be plowing the roads, you’re not going to be 
fixing roads or sidewalks, paperclips or tape because you won’t be able to afford it.  Everything 
else will be shrunk out into this black hole of mandated fixed costs that this town has to pay.  And 
time and time again we sit here at these meetings and we hear the Board say we are stuck with the 
contracts or the contracts are a carryover.  He told the Board members that they are the ones that 
make the decision; they sign the bottom line on paying that.  So we are stuck with a contract for 2 
to 4 years with pay increases of 16% over the four year period - the Board members gave that to 
them, not the taxpayers.  The taxpayers are stuck with that because of their decisions; maybe 
that’s not great management.   
 
Councilor Venesky told Tom Beaulieu that not all of the Board members signed that. 
 
Tom Beaulieu said these costs will continue to escalate until you won’t be able to function and 
provide the basic services, whether it’s 4 or 5 years away; they will just accelerate at a high 
schedule at that point.  Just so people understand, we are talking about a 5.6% tax increase but 
that’s not really true because to only keep it at that you are taking $768,000.00 out of the fund 
balances, so if you add that to the 5.6 they are actually increasing our costs to run this government  
11 percent.  And if they tell us they are looking for ways to cut, no, they have already cut the 
costs of this budget here and now they are trying to cut it back down so that it’s reasonable, but 
it’s still going to be an increase because now they are way above the base line.  They are 11% 
above and no matter how many cuts they make they are still not going to get back down to zero.  
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Councilor Venesky said that was correct.  What he was seeing was not pleasant. 
 
Tom Beaulieu said everybody on this board has to share that view; he’s sure they do and he hopes 
that they do. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said he knows that they do. As the Supervisor said, as soon as this 
budget is done they are working on the next one because the things that they need to do are going 
to take them all year.  The things that the councilors are finding, and most of them have been 
working for months on this, is it’s going to take months to do some of the things that we need to.  
 
Tom Beaulieu said he thinks everyone in the room would agree that if we had a good budget in 
place it’s going to carry them through the year.  
 
Councilor Venesky told Tom Beaulieu that they recognize that. He is telling him what they 
found, what they are up against, and he appreciates what people are telling them, and how they 
want to handle this moving forward; we have a problem in this town, financially, we are not on a 
good trajectory. He sees the impact of unfunded mandates now and he now knows the impact of 
them.  Sixty-percent of our budget he can’t control a dollar of because Governor Cuomo and 
Joanne Mahoney are telling us how your money is going to be spent.  Sharon Edick is going to 
collect it, but he has no say over how that money is spent in this town because it goes out.  So 
they are looking at the 40% and telling the department heads that they don’t want to see an 
increase.  They are asking questions.  They are going to do their due diligence to try to get 
through this budget year.  They are putting together a plan to move this town forward and change 
the trajectory.  The contracts that are coming up are going to be a huge focus moving forward. 
They are hearing what the people are saying. 
 
Tom Beaulieu said if the Board did take an action to exceed the tax cap then they can’t sit there 
and tell us they are in our corner, that they are working with us, and that they are going to exceed 
the 2% tax cap and push this thing towards 5 percent, which in reality with the fund balance is  
11 percent - they cannot be serious and think that the people will believe that. 
 
Councilor Venesky said he is not happy with taking $750,000.00 out of fund balance with no 
provision to put it back; these are issues that he’s grappling with; they can make this town look 
great for probably another three years.  So they are grappling with what we are going to leave and 
they understand that they need to change the trajectory.  As a group, the Board is listening to 
everything that he is saying.  
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said he thinks that this board has yet to speak as a board and that this 
board has proven that they each think independently and that they will fight for the things that 
they believe in.  In his short experience, he would say that this board is different than other boards 
and he is very hopeful that we can make some change as it relates to the budget. 
 
Tom Beaulieu said that change is going to happen. It’s just how painful the change is going to be? 
We have had boards tell us that they were not raising taxes this year, the reason why is because 
they borrowed so much money out of the fund balance to cover the increase.  He asked two years 
in a row why they are increasing spending in this town budget by 10% this year and at 11% the 
following year; it was coming out of the fund balance.  If they are taking $650,000.00 out of the 
fund balance this year, and in reality spending 11%, then those numbers don’t add up. That means 
that we are not cutting anything, we are jacking up the costs and then we are trying to work down 
from an inflated number and that’s not how we should be doing it.  
 
Councilor Venesky said either way he will be liked even less than he is today. 
 
Tom Beaulieu said it wasn’t a matter of being liked. They want the Board to do what they can to 
take the tax rate down because thousands of people are walking out of this state on a daily basis 
because they can’t afford to live here anymore.   
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said most of his friends he grew up with from here are gone. When he 
raises taxes here, he is also raising his tax and the tax of his family.  He recognizes that many of 
his friends left the area, he chose to stay and he is paying for it. 
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Councilor Becallo implored the Board to not exceed the tax cap. He said the only way they are 
going to make change is by not exceeding the tax cap; otherwise it is just talk.   
 
Councilor Becallo made the following statements: 
 
1. When government spends more each year than it collects in tax revenues it has three choices. 
1.  it can raise taxes 
2. print money (which we can’t do) 
3. borrow money 
 
While these actions may benefit politicians all three options are bad for the average American. – 
Ron Paul  
 
Deficits mean tax increases, pure and simple.  Deficit spending should be viewed as a tax on 
future generations. – Ron Paul  
 
Councilor Becallo said the next statement was from one of our founding fathers, who pretty much 
sums up what we are going through tonight. Councilor Becallo said he is for the Board to not 
exceed the tax cap. They need to make this tough decision, that’s why they were elected.  He said 
he makes these tough decisions week in and week out: 
 
“To preserve the independence of the people, we must not let our rulers load us with perpetual 
debt. We must make our election between economy and liberty, or profusion and servitude.  If we 
run into such debts as that we must be taxed in our meat and in our drink, in our necessaries and 
our comforts, in our labors and our amusements, for our callings and our creeds, as the people  
of England are, our people, like them, must come to labor sixteen hours in the twenty-four, give 
the earnings of fifteen of these to the government for their debts and daily expenses, and the 
sixteenth being insufficient to afford us bread, we must live, as they now do, on oatmeal and 
potatoes, have no time to think, no means of calling the mismanagers to account, but be glad to 
obtain subsistence by hiring ourselves to rivet their chains on the necks of our fellow- 
sufferers.”  - Thomas Jefferson 
 
Councilor Becallo said he was sick and tired of the babble. This is a country, this isn’t our future, 
this is right now, and we need to make these decisions.  
 
Robert George said the issue came up about unfunded mandates, but when local and county 
government increases fees; code enforcement or taxes, that’s an unfunded mandate from them to 
the taxpayers.  (tape change) code passed that they were all defective and had to be replaced. 
Senator Schumer came because all the fire departments and towns were complaining about the 
unfunded mandate and he laughed saying well now they know how we feel as regular people and 
businesses when government constantly adds regulations.  One of his suggestions was lowering 
costs, you talk about business, code enforcement, lower regulation, lower fees; you’d be surprised 
how lower fees will increase economic prosperity. In terms of who can we fire, or who can we let 
go?  Abolish the current Code Enforcement Director’s position because he was unnecessary.   
Mr. Hooper was hired in November and the Town worked well without him before, Steve 
Procopio did a good job heading that department.  Mr. Hooper is unnecessary, get rid of him and 
they’ll save $75,000.00 a year from that alone. 
 
Fred Woznica said he doesn’t care if they raise taxes or not, he’ll just work until he dies. 
He asked if anyone knew how Central Park started.  He said about 55 years ago he played little 
league and they played at Cicero Elementary in the field. And Mr. Backus (his coach) approached 
his father, asking him if he could borrow his tractor, plows and equipment to till some of the land 
where Central Park is for a ball field, and of course his father said yes.  He said that didn’t cost a 
dime and when he looks at the lights that are down there now he just can’t believe it. He said the 
people of this town are spoiled, plain and simple; they want everything but they don’t want to pay 
for it. 
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• Set Budget Workshop for Wednesday, October 29, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano moved the adoption of a resolution to set a Budget Workshop for 
Wednesday, October 29, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. to discuss the general budget and the fire protection 
budgets. Motion was seconded by Councilor Venesky. 
 
Councilor Becallo said if they truly care, like they say they do, then 5:00 p.m. is not an acceptable 
time. It’s a Wednesday night so it should be 6:30 p.m. like all of their other meetings are.  He also 
asked if this was the last meeting that they were going to have; he would appreciate it if they had 
more.  
 
Councilor Venesky asked how many meetings and said he was open to doing that, but said they 
have to be done by November 20th. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the motion is amended to reflect 6:30 p.m. 
 
amended resolution: 
 
Supervisor Zambrano moved the adoption of a resolution to set a Budget Workshop for 
Wednesday, October 29, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss the general budget and the fire protection 
budgets. Motion was seconded by Councilor Venesky. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
 

• Set Special Town Board Meeting to consider adoption of the Budget for 2015 on 
Monday, November 3, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Supervisor Zambrano moved the adoption of a resolution to set a Special Town Board Meeting  
to consider adoption of the general budget and the fire protection budgets for  Monday,  
November 3, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. and that is pending completion of other workshops. Motion was 
seconded by Deputy Supervisor Burtis. 
 
Ayes - 4 and Noes- 1.  Motion carried.  Councilor Becallo said he was opposed because they ` 

   have until November 20th, not the 3rd. 
       
 
BOARD of ETHICS: 
 
Councilor Venesky said the Board of Ethics had asked that an attorney outside of our Town 
attorney be utilized and they agreed.  The money for this is coming out of the existing budget; 
they are not doing anything to increase the cost of the taxpayer. 
 

• Appoint Carl Putzer as Attorney for the Board of Ethics and approve a retainer 
arrangement for payment in an amount not to exceed $2,500.00 

 
Public Input: 
 
Judy Boyke asked what the procedure was for selecting the attorney. 
 
Councilor Venesky said the Ethics Board selected their own attorney, so Judy would have to 
direct that question to Bill Bradley, Ethics Board Chairman, 
 
Judy Boyke stated that the Board was approving the attorney’s appointment that night even 
though the attorney has already presided and sat in on two meetings already. The attorney was 
there Monday and Wednesday this week and he was not approved.  It was not that she didn’t 
approve of Judge Putzer, it was the process. 
 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to appoint Carl Putzer as Attorney for the 
Board of Ethics and approve a retainer arrangement for payment in an amount 
not to exceed $2500.00 (he will be paid $150.00 per meeting when he is used) Motion was 
seconded by Councilor Conway. 
 
Ayes - 4 and Noes- 1.  Motion carried.   
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Councilor Becallo opposed. He said he has the upmost respect for Judge Putzer but if they want 
the Ethics Board to be independent than the independent attorney should come from outside of 
Cicero.  Secondly, someone is giving legal advice without the Board’s approval and he has a 
problem with that.  
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said it just shows that they need to work with the newly formed Board 
of Ethics, that the Town Board should give the new board some direction on what they’d like to 
see.  
 
Councilor Venesky said the Ethics Board was going to be independent and when that was brought 
up that they wanted to use an attorney that objection should have been brought up to that board as 
well as with the Town Board. 
     
 
MELTZER COURT: 
 
Public Input: 
 
Judy Boyke asked who is responsible for the light pole in the first place, wasn’t it part of the 
development; part of the developers. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said this light pole is a replacement pole, and there was a 
miscommunication about where that light pole was and it turns out that nobody has the light pole; 
highway department doesn’t have it and neither does Twin Rinks, so it needs to be replaced. 
 
Judy Boyke asked if it was the Town’s responsibility for all those light poles over there. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said they were going to buy the light pole and it becomes part of the 
lighting district; they will levy for it later.  
 

• Authorize installation of (1) 14 foot embedded fiberglass pole to complete the 
Meltzer Court streetlight project 

 
Supervisor Zambrano moved the adoption of a resolution to authorize installation of (1) 14 foot 
embedded fiberglass pole to complete the Meltzer Court streetlight project.  The work is to be 
completed by O’Connell Electric Company at a cost not exceed $1800.00. (the work has already 
been completed) Motion was seconded by Councilor Venesky. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 

 
 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT: 
 
Councilor Conway moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the following 
purchases: 
 

• $2,844.67 to Stadium International for fuel injector repair and update ECM 
calibration of truck #37 

 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Venesky. 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   

 
• $5,000.00 to Vitale/Robinson Concrete, Inc. for 485 tons of Item #4 

      
Motion was seconded by Councilor Venesky. 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   

 
• $4,000.000 to TH Kinsella, Inc. for 500 tons Runner crush 

 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Venesky. 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
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JUSTICE DEPARTMENT: 
 
Councilor Venesky said the Town is required by law to perform an audit of the justice court 
records and also, the New York State Deferred Compensation Plan.  This did go out to bid. They 
received three bids, and Benn & Company provided the lower bid.   
 
Accept the proposal submitted by Benn & Company to perform the audit of the Justice 
Records for the year ending 2013: 
 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to accept the proposal submitted by Benn 
& Company to perform the audit of the Justice Court records for the year ending 2013 Court 
pursuant to Section 2019-a in the amount of $1900.00. Motion was seconded by Supervisor 
Zambrano. 
 
Councilor Becallo said on the next proposal, Bowers & Company actually came in exactly the 
same and he would choose Bowers & Company. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said it was not the same for the second proposal; it was for the first one. 
 
Councilor Venesky said they hired a guy who is local and pays taxes in the Town of Cicero.  He 
provided us the best value, and we are going to utilize businesses that pay taxes in the Town of 
Cicero where we can.  
 
Councilor Becallo said they were talking about audits; audits are supposed to be… 
 
Councilor Venesky said he understands that.  But, they also found a company that resided and 
paid taxes within the town.  He told Councilor Becallo he could do what he wanted, but Benn & 
Company was doing their job, they did what they said they were going to do and they provided 
value on the fire department audit; they came in at the same price so why wouldn’t he keep the 
guy.  
 
 
Ayes - 4 and Noes- 1.  Motion carried. Councilor Becallo opposed, stating he would have chosen 
     Bowers & Company. 
 
Accept the proposal submitted by Benn & Company to perform the audit of the deferred 
Compensation Plan for the years ending 2012 and 2013: 
 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to accept the proposal by Benn & 
Company to perform the audit of the Deferred Compensation Plan for the years ending 2012 and 
2013 pursuant to Section 9005.1 of the N.Y. S. Deferred Compensation Plan in the amount of 
$2900.00.   
 
Councilor Venesky said that Benn & Company was the low bid out of the three that were 
solicited. 
 
Councilor Becallo said he found it very interesting that the last audit that Benn & Company did 
when Bowers & Company was also up for the bid came in at exactly $1,000.00 less and this one 
also came in at $1,000.00 less; he chooses to go with Bowers. He said it’s shocking to him and 
it’s kind of crazy how it’s exact. 
 
Councilor Venesky said he didn’t think that there was any kind of underhandedness; not that he 
has been made aware of and that nothing was released to the bidders as to what the cost would be.  
We do everything on the up and up here; those solicitations went out and we asked for three bids. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said they split it up, they said $1,800.00 per year and there’s two years 
here so it would be $3,600.00 instead of $2,900.00. 
 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
 
Ayes - 4 and Noes- 1.  Motion carried. Councilor Becallo opposed, stating he would have chosen 
     Bowers & Company for reasons he stated, as well as  
     independence within this audit.   
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PARKS and RECREATION DEPARTMENT: 
 
Councilor Becallo moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the following:  
 

• $3,000.00 to John Haas for Basketball Instruction (via fees) 
 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 

• $3,000.00 to Gary Dembkowski for Basketball Instruction (via fees) 
 

Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   

 
• $1,250.00 to Steven Jones for Basketball Instruction (via fees) 

 
Motion was seconded by Deputy Supervisor Burtis. 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   

 
• $2,468.00 to North Syracuse Central School District for School Use for Fall 

programs (via fees)  
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Venesky. 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   

 
• $1,115.85 to Parish Maintenance for (2) pallets of Ice Melt 

 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried. 

 
• Declare the Jiffy Line Striper (purchased in 1992) surplus and of no use to the Town 

 
Motion was seconded by Deputy Supervisor Burtis.  
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried. 
 
 

Public Input: 
 
Lori Sager said Jody Rogers from Parks & Rec. was an example to follow. Jody doesn’t have an 
increase in her budget again this year, but she was going to present them with a budget with a  
zero increase because everything is going to be paid for, Jody found ways to do it, either through 
fees or grant money. If the money is available Jody does find it and we have to commend her for 
her hard work efforts to do this.  When a job is well done it should be mentioned. 
 

 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 
• Sign Ordinance status 

 
Councilor Becallo announced that they will be holding their second sign meeting on Thursday, 
October 30th at 7:00 p.m. at the Cicero Town Hall.  
 

• Disposal of 10-15 loads of unclean millings 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the Highway department is having some difficulty with the millings. 
 
Bob Smith said it wasn’t so much about the millings but a problem was brought to light the night 
of their planning board meeting that there was a lot of fill being brought in and it turns out that 
they were going to bring in about 60 loads, which would be about 15,000 to 20,000 cubic yards 
and they were going to spread it over an acre, which you can’t do anyway; it would be disturbing 
more than an acre and that goes to the state’s storm water prevention or swales, so it was stopped. 
But it also came to light that the Town was dumping an awful lot of fill in the same location.  The 
first thing is that you have a fill permit requirement and the Town should be following its own 
law.  Part of the reason the law was put in, especially with the amount of stuff their dumping, is 
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we don’t know where the state and the feds put wetlands; they’re all over the place.  What 
happens if the Town, even if it’s on private property, fills wetlands?  Three times in this town, he 
knows of the feds and the state coming in and going after people for filling wetlands. It’s 
expensive; you are talking about a budget item.  You’re talking hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
When you’re putting something on someone’s property, what happens if it becomes contaminated 
five years from now?  Do you have a contract with these people that are approved by the attorney 
and by the board that holds the Town harmless, so when DEC decides that the fill that we put in 
there is unclean, the Town isn’t going to be held responsible, or some homeowner is going to 
come back to you?  The point of passing the fill law wasn’t for the 10 acres, somebody grading 
their foundation; it was for cases like these.  The Planning Board looks at where the wetlands are, 
they are going to make sure that the person is not filling your storm water, which is another 
budget item; you spend hundreds of thousands of dollars and we make sure that they are not 
filling the storm water, they’re not filling wetlands, that they are not trucking in contaminated fill 
and putting it in the town, that someday down the road someone is going to have to worry about.  
Those things aren’t done unless somebody reviews and looks at those things like where are the 
wetlands? Are we filling somebody else’s property, he doesn’t know.  We have a fill process; we 
need a fee established to it because at the present moment, even for big projects they have had fill 
projects approaching 50,000 square yards of fill being brought into the town.  We live in a swamp 
and when you are talking about the budget, you don’t want that kind of liability, and there should 
be a process and if the town’s going to fill a piece of property in the town then waive the fees so 
we don’t increase any costs, but still comes in to look and make sure where the wetlands are, if 
there is a storm water prevention plan required, whatever the requirements are, make sure that we 
are meeting them as a community and not putting a liability down the road; it’s good business.  
 
Councilor Venesky said they had talked about that today. He asked Supervisor Zambrano to 
comment on it. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said they had talked about the fact that the Codes Office would issue a 
permit.  She thinks that what Mr. Smith, as Planning Board Chair, is suggesting is that an 
application be made, that it go before the Planning Board. 
 
Bob Smith said it wasn’t a suggestion, it is Town law. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said they need to follow the ordinance, so that it goes before the Planning 
Board for review. 
 
Councilor Venesky said they are all about business; they want to make the process simpler. Chris 
Woznica felt that it was dumped on him, what happened was the past board put together a law  
and regulations, and with the transition of the past board to this board, it dropped.  They talked 
about it today; he thinks the decision was made that the application needs to be made to the 
Zoning Office.  That office will take a look at it, if there are wetlands involved they can deal with 
the Planning Board, and then final approval is given to the homeowner, the business owner, or 
whoever is going to dump it, they will then take it to Chris Woznica and say they have their 
permit and this is where they need it dumped.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said they did talk about that, but the clarification for Mr. Smith is that this 
is an ordinance of the Town and that application needs to go before the Planning Board. 
 
Councilor Venesky said they need to talk about that and how to move that along because the 
Planning Board only meets every two weeks, so they need to move that process along.  He 
suggested that they do that in conjunction with the Zoning Office. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the application can go the Zoning Office and then be referred to the 
Planning Board. 
 
Chris Woznica said he fully supports that, but his problem is he could do a ditching job 
tomorrow, and have 40 tons of fill and there is nothing in place for the next month or two, he is 
very limited on space out there; he has a bin for spoils which measures 50’ x 40’ and five 
truckloads fills that up, so what does he do with the rest of the fill?  When this ordinance first 
went into effect they would send the people to the Zoning Office, who said they have nothing in 
place to take care of their requisitions so he and his staff took it upon themselves as to where they 
were going to dump this fill; they weren’t filling in places like Gulfstream or Eldan Meadows 
(people’s back yards), these were rural areas where people were building a house and filling in 
their lot.  Were they wrong? Were they right?  He doesn’t know, but they have to understand that 
they don’t have the option to say “we can’t dig this road out for a month, until the Planning Board 
goes out and looks at this site”, and then they give it to the Zoning Office who then needs to go 
out and approve it.  Chris Woznica said there are jobs that they have to take care of.  He has jobs 
that he has to take care of tomorrow, where he will be digging, so what does he do with this fill? 
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Councilor Venesky said they did look at the applications, they do have people backed up. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said she thinks that they need some more discussion about how exactly we 
are going to do this. 
 
Chris Woznica suggested that the Town Board advertise and say from January to March they are 
going to accept applications for fill, put it in the newspaper, put it online and then the prospective 
departments can go out and look at it and by March they can tell him the places where he can 
dump fill for the upcoming year.  He said that really how it should be done because right now 
he doesn’t see anything going but status quo because they have so much fill; and it’s not 
contaminated, he’s not digging up gas stations, it’s ditches on the side of the road that they are 
ditching. 
 
Councilor Venesky said they will make the clarification.  He suggested that they take those 
applications to the Planning Board the next day; they can get the information going on whether 
it’s wetland or whatever they need to do and then they go back to the Zoning Office and then to  
Chris. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said they weren’t really talking about contaminated or unclean… 
 
Councilor Venesky said what that means is when Chris (Highway) goes and mills a road and we 
have the millings (spoils) leftover, there’s dirt with it so they can’t take it back to the asphalt plant 
because there’s too much dirt in it and they don’t want to put it back in their hoppers to remelt 
that down so they call it dirty or unclean, but there’s nothing unsanitary or there’s nothing that’s 
going to kill anybody in that stuff. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said they had talked about this before when he was new.  But there is a  
large pile of spoils now that they need to move along before real snow flies.  He said they should 
not vote they should just continue to have a discussion, they need to come up with a solution; this 
has been a long time coming since they have been worried about spoils and where they are going 
to put it and how is it fair.  He said it sounds like it’s still a good idea if we had a list, and it’s all a 
head of time, and somebody here at Town Hall knows where 150 loads are going to. 
 
Councilor Venesky said he could tell by Chris’ voice that a sense of urgency is needed.  So they 
can talk it to death and then make decisions down the road or they can set a coarse right now to 
get it rectified. He asked Chris Woznica how many tons he was sitting on right now. 
 
Chris Woznica said he has 15 loads of millings (road grindings). 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked if the millings could go to be processed. 
 
Chris Woznica said no because there was too much dirt or mud in them.  As far as the ditchings 
that they are doing right now, he doesn’t have very much of that at all. 
 
Councilor Venesky said it sounds like they have a framework for a process: 
 

• with Zoning working with the Planning Board to make sure that we are not filling in 
wetlands, then they process the application,  

• we are going to take it out of use so that we are legal and clean and knowing that DEC 
can’t come back at us because we dumped it in the wetland and then the applications go 
to Chris (Highway) 

• then Chris would call whomever and say “we have a load for you, we are bringing it 
today” 

 
Chris Woznica said they should work on the millings, sooner rather than later, because they are 
going to start getting salt in.  
 
Councilor Venesky asked when, as a board, can they have a decision and move this along for 
Chris. 
 
Chris Woznica said the 2nd question is are we going to limit it to just the town of Cicero, or are 
they going to be allowed to take loads of fill outside the town to Clay, Hastings, etc.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano said there is fill being taken to the Town of Clay now by a developer, so 
the answer is yes, if we get approval to fill someplace else that would be fine. 
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Chris Woznica asked if it would be our Planning Board for the inspection. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said it would be up to Clay or wherever; if it goes out of Cicero than it is 
not us. 
 
Chris Woznica asked if they going to allow his trucks to go to Clay, because there is only so 
much land; the places that they have been taking the fill are starting to fill up. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said tomorrow they would start with the Codes Office application. 
 
 
PUBLIC INPUT: 

 
Robert George said it’s ironic when government sticks its own self with its own laws; 
now they see how we feel in the private sector every day.  They might want to consider 
taking less requirements of the Planning Board, just let the Code Enforcement take care 
of it; it worked well for decades, there’s no reason for everything to be approved by  
Mr. Smith. He said his only point here on this question was that last Thursday he 
discovered that Richard Hooper was taking home a taxpayer loaned car.  He filed foils on 
Friday regarding it and he is asking the Town Board what is being done regarding that 
issue. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano told Robert George that they are surveying all the department 
heads to find out who exactly takes cars home, so they are compiling that information.         
 
Councilor Venesky said he had spoken to Mr. Hooper that day, because we are not going 
to be driving cars that we don’t need to be driving.  One thing he did learn, and he didn’t 
realize this, is if there is a fire in the Town of Cicero it is not the fire department that 
makes a determination whether or not a person can go back in that house/if that house is 
habitable.  Steve Procopio has a vehicle because he is on call 24 hours a day, and if a 
house burns at 2:00 in the morning than he is expected.  
 
Councilor Becallo said he believed that John Dunham is our fire…. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said no, it’s Steve Procopio that is on call for fires and very 
frequently he is backed up by Richard Hooper.  
 
Robert George said it was his understanding that Mr. Wayne Dean use to have the same 
position and he’d actually come to the Town Hall with his private vehicle and then pick 
up the town vehicle to go to wherever he has to go.  Mr. Procopio lives in Liverpool, he’s 
gotta drive by here, pretty much anyways, on his way to wherever it would be and it 
seems odd that he does it daily, brings it home, how many fires do we have in a year?  It 
seems pretty expensive. He saw Mr. Hooper, when he just happened to be in the Town 
Hall, he left during lunch in his Town Code car; he drives here with his Town car, he 
doesn’t have his personal car here, so whatever he does, he then takes that.  Robert 
George asked if Mr. Hooper going for personal lunch is okay with the Town Board. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano told Mr. George they are looking into the matter. 
 
Councilor Venesky told Mr. George they are looking at everything. 
 
Robert George said he would ask at the next board meeting. 
 
Councilor Venesky said hopefully they would have it rectified. 
 
Don Snyder said “the truth will set you free.”  In talking with Bob Smith, the Planning 
Board did not ask for control of the Fill Permits. Bob Smith said that was correct.  Don 
Snyder said Bob Smith was told in order to get that law approved his board had to take it 
on, so he thinks that one of the things they need to look at is if the Town Board feels a 
little differently than they need to go ahead and change the law, which you have the 
ability of doing and have the fill permit be totally involved with the Zoning Office, and 
they can say at what point does it go to Planning, based on size, based on total yardage, 
based on something.  He criticize people in this town when they do wrong, but when they 
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don’t do wrong and they get blamed for things he is going to stand up and say something.  
In this particular case Bob Smith has asked for the permitting process to be put together 
so that his board has something to deal with; they haven’t had that. Don Snyder said they 
(the Town Board) gives us the backup for the things that they are going to talk about and 
the memo from Shirlie Stuart to them about the audits confuses him because Shirlie said 
there are bids for the Deferred Compensation Program and for the justice audit, yet the 
things that they passed tonight, from what he read it looks like Shirlie was asking to have 
the Deferred Compensation Plan audited, which is not the justice department.  He asked 
if the Deferred Compensation was for the whole town. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said it is two separate things. 
 
Don Snyder said that they need to change that vote then, because they just approved a 
audit of the Justice Department Deferred Compensation Plan.  Don asked if the budget 
workshop on the 30th was a workshop where the public listens and doesn’t speak or is it 
going to be one where at some point they are going to let the public speak. Also, Don said 
that three members on the board voted for the contracts that say that there will be no  
lay-offs, no consolidations, etc., and today they are in trouble because of that.  He said if 
our taxes are 40% of what we give on our tax bill in January, 60% of our 40% we can’t 
touch because it’s our labor contracts.  Lastly, he said this is the 2nd or 3rd year that we 
paid an individual to put the budgets together. In that period of time, since that individual 
put that budget together, we used to have $650,000.00 in the highway budget to fix roads.  
We said we wanted $800,000 a year to fix roads, makes a lot of sense, let’s borrow 
$150,000.00 a year add it to the $650,000.00 we have $800,000.00, and we are in great 
shape – no.  What’s happened during this budget officer’s tenure is we have taken all of 
the money that we had in the highway for roads, that we already paid our taxes for; we 
used that money to keep all the other budgets in sync so we wouldn’t have to raise taxes 
in a great way, but we went out and we borrowed $650,000.00.  We need $800,000.00, 
next year’s budget talks about only borrowing $650,000 a year; nowhere in the budget, 
nothing that you read says they are going to take $764,000 from the fund balance, we are 
going to raise our taxes 5.05%, oh and by the way we are going to borrow $650,000 - 
they have to tell the public everything that is going on.   
 
Don Snyder said that this is the first year that we got a number that said what we pay for 
a whole department.  And we found out, for example: 
 

• our Police wasn’t $1.3million, it was $1.987 million 
• our Parks, and this is Jody’s total budget, is over $1million dollars.   

 
Don Snyder said he is not saying that she is doing a bad job or that we should cut it, but 
when you look at two items in your budget that is 19% for Police and about 8% or 9% for 
the area that’s under Jody, Parks and Recreation, you’ve got to deal with that.  It’s nice 
that we need to remind ourselves that we pay a little over $2 million dollars to the County 
towards their Sheriff’s Department, so our police protection here costs us almost  
$4 million. The Town of Onondaga does not have a police department, he’s not saying 
that we should get rid of the police department, what he is saying is that the County 
should not be charging us for the protection that we already pay for. Jim Corl used to sit 
on the Town Board for years, then he sat there as Supervisor, he is now our representative 
sitting in the County, he’s the one that should be in fact fighting for all these things. One 
of the things that we need to think about is more revenue, we could have less expense if 
in fact the County were to realize that yes we want our own police department (if that’s 
what we want), and yes this is what we pay, and therefore we are the sheriff’s department 
like every other town does, therefore, we want some of that money back. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano mentioned that the $600,000 that we used to get in sales tax was 
more often than not, she was informed by our Comptroller, was dedicated entirely to the 
paving program in the highway department; that’s the reason why we have been forced to 
borrow to fund the paving program.  
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Tom Beaulieu said he was looking at page 5 of 9 of the budget for the Town Clerk’s 
Office, and Animal Control went from $2,000 to $0. He asked Tracy Cosilmon if that 
was correct. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano told Tom Beaulieu that it was a decision that they made to 
eliminate nuisance animal control; they have checked with other nearby communities and 
they don’t have it. They are going to continue with dog control but they are trying to 
consolidate that service with another municipality. 
 
Tom Beaulieu asked how we were going to pay for it then. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano explained that none of these plans are finalized.  We are talking 
with another municipality; we have given them a number about how much we would like 
to pay for dog control.  We think that we could potentially save $25,000 by not filling the 
dog control officer and sharing the service with another town. 
 
Tom Beaulieu said so we are going to perhaps eliminate our dog control officer to share 
the service with another town, and our dog control officer won’t be considered for that 
position? 
 
(tape change) 
 
Tom Beaulieu said we got short changed not only by the state, but by the county; very 
few projects have gone on in this town, if you drive around any other towns such as 
Manlius, DeWitt or Clay, they have new roads, traffic signals, they are into the 21st 
century and we are still at the plank road. We have a lot of intersections that are so sub-
par here that we have traffic backed up for a half mile.  In regards to schedule D for the 
Highway fund, he said he thought that in 2013 we had a $150,000 in the Capital Paving 
Contract contractual, he asked if that was perhaps money that’s been moved out of that 
line item into the borrowed bond fund for paving; in 2013 it was $150,000, last year it 
was $75,000, and this year it is $0. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said they levied at $150,000 and banned for the $650,000, so this 
year we don’t have the luxury of having any reserves to put into the paving so they have 
to make that decision of borrowing the entire amount. That particular issue is under great 
and intense discussion so no final decisions about that have been made.  They are 
working on this very intensely and they do realize the concerns about borrowing, but they 
also need to get the roads fixed. 
 
Judy Boyke said if they go back and check the minutes when the original local law was 
passed in regards to the fill, gravel, etc., she stood up and said what about our Highway 
department, and what would Chris do because he has fill all the time that must be moved 
and she believes the answer was basically that it didn’t go along with the highway 
department, that they could continue to do what they do.  She asked if Supervisor 
Zambrano could give them a list on how much money she has saved over this year, where 
the money has been saved, and how much money she has saved the Town.  
Also, the $222,000 that was allocated for the Brewerton Revitalization, there was no 
money in the budget for that, where did that money come from? 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said it was from the Reserve Fund; they were very clear about that 
when they passed those two resolutions.   
 
Judy Boyke asked if we were budgeting for economic development. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said they do not have anything in the budget at this time for 
Brewerton Revitalization for next year, except to encumber $28,000 for the acquisition of 
property.  They are doing economic development but they are not funding it in the 
budget; it’s all voluntary efforts by our Planning Board Chair and our Councilors who 
have a great interest in it, like Mark Venesky. 
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Councilor Venesky said that Judy Boyke said at a previous meeting to put $100,000 into 
a reserve fund when she was Supervisor for the Brewerton Project; she had corrected 
him. 
 
Judy Boyke said it wasn’t a reserve fund, it was budgeted.  
 
Councilor Venesky said to him, looking at it, it ended up in a reserve fund; it didn’t end 
up in a budget line that said Brewerton Revitalization Project $100,000.00, so he had 
stood corrected when he said that it wasn’t planned for. Moving forward, what they are 
going to look at moving forward is that sometimes you have to spend money to make 
money.  So he is not going to say that we won’t spend money on economic development 
if it makes good sense.  He has been pushing for a part-time grant writer, and he thinks 
they have buy-in on the board, and that they just have to execute.  But one of the things 
we haven’t done in the past, and other towns have told him that in the past they have put 
a grant writer on for $1500 or whatever it is, to look at state, federal grants, etc., but it is 
one of the things that we are looking at.  If it looks like it’s a good investment to spend 
$1500 or whatever it is, to get back $100,000 or $1 million in grants, yes we are going to 
spend that money.  They are looking at it but there is nothing in the budget because we 
have nothing concrete that we are going to spend the money on.   
 
Judy Boyke said Jody Rogers has written many over the years, but with grant money it is 
not free, we are paying for it. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said sometimes a grant is in-kind, so it is not always a cash match. 
She also asked that the requests be put in writing, she’d be happy to apply, she is eager to 
comply, but she wants to be sure she answers them correctly.   
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 
Supervisor Zambrano moved for the adoption of a resolution to enter into executive 
session to discuss a collective-bargaining issue and invited the town attorney to join 
them. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano invited the Town Attorney to attend the executive session and said the 
Board would not be reconvening. 
 
Motion was seconded by Deputy Supervisor Burtis. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried. 
 
The meeting adjourned into Executive Session at 9:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
________________ 
Tracy M. Cosilmon 
Town Clerk 
 
s 


