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-STATE OF NEW YORK  
ONONDAGA COUNTY  
TOWN OF CICERO 
 
 
       SS: 
 
The Cicero Town Board held their regular meeting on Wednesday, October 14, 2015 at 
6:30 p.m. at the Cicero Town Hall, 8236 Brewerton Road, Cicero, NY 13039. 
 
PRESENT: 
         Jessica Zambrano               Supervisor                 
         Mike Becallo              Councilor 
         C. Vernon Conway Councilor  
         Dick Cushman  Councilor 
         Mark Venesky  Councilor 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:                
         Christopher Woznica  Highway Superintendent 
         Joseph Snell   Police Chief 
         Robert Germain   Germain & Germain, Town Attorney  
         Stephen Snell  O’Brien & Gere, Town Engineer 
         Jody Rogers   Director of Youth Bureau and Parks & Rec. 
         Tracy M. Cosilmon  Town Clerk   
 
Supervisor Zambrano welcomed everyone to the 17th Regular Town Board meeting. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. by noting the locations of the three 
emergency exits and asked that all cell phones and electronic devices be silenced.  She then urged 
all who wished to address the board to utilize the microphones, and to let them know if any 
adjustments needed to be made.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano noted that there were four students attending the meeting. 
 
Councilor Conway led the Pledge of Allegiance, and then requested a moment of silence for our 
troops in harm’s way.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said there was a special guest, that there would be an executive session that 
evening, and that there would also be an additional agenda item related to the 2016 Preliminary 
Budget for special districts. 
 

TOWN BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

Councilor Cushman noted on page 8 under Parks & Recreation there was a comma in the wrong 
place; it should read $1,375.00 [to Northern Nurseries for five (5) trees]. Motion was seconded by 
Supervisor Zambrano.  
           . 
Ayes- 5 and Noes – 0. Motion carried.  
 

 
APPROVAL OF ABSTRACT NUMBERS 39, 40 & 41 

 
Councilor Cushman made a motion to approve Abstract # 39 (dated September 25, 2015), 
Abstract #40 (dated October 5, 2015), and Abstract #41 (dated October 8, 2015) as presented. 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
 
Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 
 
Abstracts can be viewed on the Town’s website:  www.ciceronewyork.net 
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BUDGET MODIFICATIONS/AMENDMENTS 
 
Councilor Cushman made a motion to accept the budget modifications/amendments as presented: 
 

 
 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
 
Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 
 

 
COUNTY LEGISLATOR KATHY RAPP ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
Supervisor Zambrano welcomed special guest County Legislator Kathy Rapp.  
 
Councilor Venesky commented that he had worked with County Legislator Kathy Rapp, who has 
been with us through this process of recognition, and he stated that we have some issues here, 
some sewer issues that tie into our vision of the future for growth.  

County Legislator Kathy Rapp: I appreciate you having me here tonight.  Before we get to that, I 
have some even better news, we passed our budget last night - you may have heard.  So for the 
first time in the 24 years I have been in office it’s the first time ever there has been a budget 
passed that actually had less spending this year than last year, which is gigantic.  So, we’ll see a 
little bit of tax increase on the County side; which is always welcome. But, that doesn’t happen in 
today’s world unless you are working together and trying to maximize the resources that we have, 
and I think this is what Mark [Venesky] asked me to come talk about. You probably remember, 
last year we shut down all development because the Oak Orchard Sewer Plant was at capacity so 
it was pretty much all of Clay and all the southern part of Cicero; which was devastating all 
around.  To build a new sewage treatment plant was going to be in the neighborhood of               
90 million dollars, which is not something anybody wanted to do.  So the County took a two-
pronged approach. The first was to appeal to the DEC (Department of Environmental 
Conservation) to take a look at how much capacity that plant could actually put through. There 
are several times they went over there and designated capacity and there were no overflows. It 
became obvious that the plant actually could handle more than it was permitted for and we were 
successful in getting the DEC (Department of Environmental Conservation) to raise the level of 
effluent that could go through that plant. As we went to examine who was putting the most BODs 
(Biochemical Oxygen Demand) in there, it turned out that Clinton’s Ditch here in Cicero had by 
far the biggest capacity; that they were by no means going over what they were permitted for.  
They were paying extra because they were Industrial Waste, so we went to them and said you 
know, we’ve got a problem here, maybe we could come up with a solution.  It turns out we had 
plenty of capacity at metro and so they, of their own volition, opted to take all of their high sugar 
waste, put it in tanker trucks, and bring it down to metro. We reduced their industrial waste 
charge so it’s not going to cost them anymore, but what it does for all of us is it prevents us/it 
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allows us to not have to pay for that additional 90 million dollar plant, it opens up development, 
and we are in business in Cicero.   

Kathy Rapp solicited any questions. 

Supervisor Zambrano said there was a moratorium on new development and asked if the 
moratorium was now officially lifted.  

Kathy Rapp replied that it is. Clinton’s Ditch Board of Directors met about two weeks ago and 
agreed to this arrangement.  She believes that the opportunity for development has begun, but it’s 
going to have to be smart development; they’re probably not going to be looking for more houses. 

Supervisor Zambrano said some of the projects were being denied or not approved because it 
would be adding to the BOD (Biochemical Oxygen Demand).  

Kathy Rapp stated that was correct.  

Supervisor Zambrano stated that she is assuming that if we get a restaurant here that we are not 
going to see the same difficulties in getting that approved. 

Kathy Rapp stated that now we have that additional capacity for commercial and industrial 
business.  

Councilor Venesky said that was great news. 

Kathy Rapp:  We do a lot of very serious things at the County Legislator, ranging from taxes, to 
sewers, to healthcare, to Medicare, and all those things that kind of provide a safety net for the 
community. One of the things that’s in this year’s budget, which is brand new, is a collaboration 
with the Literacy Coalition of Syracuse.  This is a pilot project sponsored by the Dolly Parton 
Foundation.  It started six years ago in just one or two areas of the city.  It expanded last year, the 
entire city was part of the plan, which allowed every single child to have a book delivered to their 
home, for free, from the time they are born to the time they are 5years old.  

Supervisor Zambrano asked if it was on the child’s birthday. 

Kathy Rapp:  No, it’s just once a month; sixty books altogether. It was just through the City of 
Syracuse.  This year in the budget we got an additional grant from Dolly Parton and SUCCESS 
BY 6 and a number of community foundation groups so this has now been expanded to every 
child in the county.  It’s free!  All you have to do is sign up. The parents have to agree to read to 
their children.  They started to track these kids and the kids in the city are doing thirty-five 
percent better than their peers that did not go through the program, so I am pretty excited about it.  

Councilor Venesky suggested that some sign-up forms for the program be left in the Town 
Clerk’s Office.  
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Supervisor Zambrano moved for the adoption of a resolution to enter into executive session to 
discuss two separate issues – 
 

A. Involving medical, financial, credit, or employment history of a particular person or 
corporation, or other matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, 
demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal, or removal of a particular person or 
corporation  

B. Related to the proposed acquisition, sale, or lease of real property, or the proposed 
acquisition, sale or exchange of securities, but only when publicity would substantially 
affect their value 

 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Cushman.  
 
Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano called the Town Attorney and also Chief Joe Snell into executive session 
and said the Board would be reconvening.  

 
The meeting adjourned into Executive Session at 6:41 p.m. 
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Supervisor Zambrano stated Councilor Cushman had made the motion for the Board to reenter 
into regular session.  The motion had been seconded by Councilor Venesky. 
 
Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano made a motion that the Board reconvene into general session. Councilor 
Becallo seconded the motion.  
 
Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 
 
The meeting reconvened to Regular Session at 7:20 p.m. 
 

 
PERSONNEL MATTERS 

 
Public Input:  
 
Judy Boyke:  In regards to the Assessor’s Office, I was reading your attachment and the letter 
starts out, Now that Assessment Clerk Lynn Wood has resigned, we have the opportunity to 
appoint a full-time Assessor.  What does that statement mean, Now that the Assessment Clerk 
Lynn Wood has resigned?  
 
Supervisor Zambrano told her it’s just what it says, Lynn Wood resigned her position.  
 
Judy Boyke:  No, but you’re saying “now that.”  
 
Supervisor Zambrano replied that now that she resigned it gave us an opportunity to look at the 
organization within the assessor’s office.  
 
Judy Boyke:  Why did she resign? 
 
Supervisor Zambrano told Judy she would have to ask Lynn because she did not state a reason to 
her. 

 
• Assessor’s Office: 

A. Supervisor Zambrano moved the adoption of a resolution to reconfigure the staffing 
in the Assessor’s Office to include a full-time Assessor, a full-time Appraisal Aide, 
and a part-time Assessment Clerk, not to exceed 1040 hours per year, effective 
immediately. Motion was seconded by Councilor Cushman. 
 
Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 

 
B. Councilor Cushman moved the adoption of a resolution to appoint Karen Tavernese 

to the full-time Assessor position at a starting salary of $60,000 per year, effective 
October 15, 2015. Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway.  
 
Ayes – 4 and Noes – 1.  Motion carried. Councilor Becallo:  I am opposed of the pay  

         of $60,000.  We’ve had Sharon Edick, as well as Tracy  
                     Cosilmon, who have been well over a decade a piece and  
                                 they are not getting paid that much so I think we can give  
                     her around that,  but $60,000 is too much.  

  
 Supervisor Zambrano stated the record will reflect the opposition by Councilor  
             Becallo.       

 
• Parks and Recreation Department: 

 
Councilor Cushman moved for the adoption of a resolution to appoint Samantha 
McGregor as a part-time Fall/Winter Recreation Attendant at an hourly rate of $8.75 
effective October 19, 2015.  Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano.  

 
Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 
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MIRALAGO SANITARY SEWER PUMPING STATION 
 

Supervisor Zambrano stated that we have some issues with pumping stations, road erosion, and 
drainage.   
 
Steve Snell said with the Miralago Pumping Station he had been coordinating with County Water 
Environment Protection. Both of the pumps in that station are basically shot.  The last one was 
original; it just burned out and the other one was already used, and they’ve already replaced a lot 
of the parts in that pump so what they’d like to do is replace both of the pumps in that station and 
there’s also some slide rails that need to be replaced as well. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano told Steve Snell that his notes said that those pumps were initially installed 
in 2001.  
 
Steve Snell said that was correct. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked him what the usual lifetime of such a pump was (they’re talking  
fourteen years now). 
 
Steve Snell said that’s generally going to be the life span.  There are some parts that they can 
replace in 5 to 10 years but once you get beyond 10 years it depends on how long they’re running 
for and that sort of thing as well. He said these are not very large pumps so the cost for both of 
them is not as much as for larger pumping stations.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano solicited any questions for the town engineer regarding the pumps, of 
which there were none.  
 
Councilor Conway moved the adoption of a resolution for the Town to approve $11,928.00 to 
Siewart Equipment for the purchase of 2 new submersible [waste]water pumps and slides for the 
Miralago Pumping Station.  Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano.  
 
Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Input: 
 
Tom Beaulieu said he would like to hear the engineer’s report first.  
 
Steve Snell said the road at the end of Superior Ave and Michigan Ave dead ends and there’s a 
road that connects the two that runs parallel with the lake so there’s some significant erosion 
around the sheet pile wall that’s along the slide slope. That sheeting got installed in 2006, and it’s 
basically eroding around the sheet pile wall.  It was noted back in 2006 that additional measures 
needed to be provided to adequately drain the road. He said that there could be some erosion that 
occurs in that area, he’s not sure if anything was done at the time but now it’s getting worse and 
it’s just going to create an unsafe condition along the roadway in that area if it’s not addressed. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said she did know that our Highway Superintendent, Chris Woznica has 
been monitoring it over the years.  She asked Chris Woznica if he wanted to comment. 
 
Chris Woznica replied no.  He said he and Steve are working, that they are going to direct the 
water to one general place so that it will flow down through the ground.  
 
Councilor Venesky said that was going to be his question, if we addressed the water problem 
flowing down there that caused part of that. 
 
Chris Woznica replied yes. 
 
Steve Snell said the sheeting would be extended, and the sheets would have slots cut out in them 
to allow drainage to get through the wall to drain that area through the stone up to the roadway.  
 
Tom Beaulieu said that’s a problem that’s been ongoing; this was dated 2006, probably longer.  
When we have a problem or erosion (and water is a powerful force, as we all know if we watch 
the news) these are the things we can’t allow to continue to happen. He doesn’t know if sheeting 
is the best idea. He said he has some other options (as he has done this kind of work); he would 
have put probably some stone gabions in because having driven the piles in the first place in the 
sheeting that hasn’t actually taken care of the problem.  All it has done is move the water down 
the road a little further, and this eroded more of the fill (and that’s on a very high point).  He 
thinks they need some tip-up curbing so that the water will be directed to one specific area and 
then drained into the wall with slots, or whatever, as it has been indicated.  But he sees we’ve got 
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900 square feet of sheeting that’s going to be replaced at the cost of $23,400 ($26.00 a square 
foot).  His question is how deep is it going to go?  How many linear feet is it going to cover, 
because 900 square feet can be ‘x’ number of feet high and only 50 feet wide, or it could 75 feet 
wide and only 10 feet deep.  He asked the engineer if he had done a work-up on that.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked Tom Beaulieu if he was asking if we need more sheeting.  
 
Tom Beaulieu said he is asking how the sheeting is going to be applied if its 900 square feet, that 
could be deep or it could be wide, and how they came to that conclusion that that would resolve 
the problem.  
 
Steve Snell replied that the length is 30 feet, and they are 26 feet into the ground; they are 
sticking up 4 feet, and the fill would be up to the top of the sheeting, four feet above.  
 
Tom Beaulieu asked if they would basically match the sheeting that is already in place. 
 
Steve Snell replied that was correct. 
 
Tom Beaulieu: That’s an expensive solution. I think there would have been another alternative.  I 
do think that some tip up curbing should be put there.  I think that the box beam, or not the box 
beam, the w-beam that’s there is antiquated. If somebody was to run into it and go off they would 
sue the town.  I think that should be reset - if you’re going to do the work up there you should do 
it and not just piece-meal it. You should do it and fix it.  The other thing I would raise a question 
on is why are we paying somebody to come in and spend $5,000 to back fill that. We have a 
highway department, we have a grade-all, we have the equipment, we have truck drivers and 
trucks that can hall that material, we shouldn’t be paying additional money to have work done 
that our town highway department can do.  
 
Councilor Venesky thanked Tom and asked Chris Woznica to speak to Tom’s concern that we 
could do some of that work ourselves. 
 
Chris Woznica explained that right now everything is starting to be pushed over into winter; they 
are starting to break trucks down.  He said they probably could still do that, they still have one 
more road to pave so depending on when the contractor is going to get started, depending on what 
time of the month it is they may have a truck available to do it or everything is going to be 
switched over.  He asked Steve Snell if he had a time frame of when they were going to do this.  
 
Steve Snell replied that he did not have the time frame yet from the contractor, he has to 
coordinate that. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano explained that it hasn’t been approved yet so that they can let the contractor 
know.  
 
Chris Woznica said the later it gets put off the less trucks he is going to have available.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked Chris about Mr. Beaulieu’s other comments about tip-up curbing. 
 
Chris Woznica replied they already spoke about that.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said tip up curbing is going to go there, and asked if there were any other 
alternatives. 
 
Chris Woznica said they haven’t talk about the guardrail. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said Tom Beaulieu was asking about less expensive alternatives for the 
entire job.  She said she knows that Steve Snell has addressed this and stated that these costs are 
down from what we originally were quoted.  
 
Steve Snell said because of the loading with the road that’s close to the slope an analysis was 
conducted in 2006 and the best measure to improve that slope was to put a sheeting, not to put  
some sort of a slope protection as a way to address the issues that were there. He said it really has 
to do with soil conditions, basically too. 
 
Councilor Venesky asked Steve Snell what about Mr. Beaulieu’s suggestion/recommendation that 
we use some of the refuse from the road program for backfill, would that save us some money, 
the millings?   
 
Chris Woznica stated the millings were all gone.  
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Steve Snell said they couldn’t use millings; it would not be acceptable. The cost is more for labor 
to come in after they are completed with putting in the sheet piling, so if the labor was performed 
by the highway department that would be a cost savings.  
 
Councilor Venesky asked if basically what we were waiting on then was what a contractor’s time 
would be, and that would tie into what Chris cantered. 
 
Steve Snell replied yes, and said that he could find that out. 
 
Councilor Becallo asked if that meant they could hold off on the second part of this. 
 
Councilor Venesky stated he has been there with Chris and looked at that. He doesn’t know how 
long we can wait on that, if they could come up with something before the next board meeting, an 
estimate on how long this could be, but he doesn’t think we can let this go a long time.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano commented that we are getting into winter now. 
 
Chris Woznica said by the end of the month his trucks are switching over; the sanders will be 
going in, and the wings will start to be mounted.  
 
Councilor Becallo stated that they are meeting next week and asked if they could hold off on this 
until then. 
 
Councilor Venesky said they are having a special meeting next Wednesday.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano stated the special meeting hasn’t been scheduled by the Board, but that was 
her plan that they do that.  She asked why they wanted the delay. 
 
Councilor Venesky replied that they just wanted to see if there was a cost savings; if Chris could 
dovetail in there and do part of that work.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked how much that would save. 
 
Chris Woznica said it would save about $5,000.00.  
 
Councilor Venesky commented that $5,000.00 was $5,000.00. 
 
Chris Woznica explained that basically it would save the cost of the stone.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked if they could go ahead with the $23,400 work and then hold off on 
the other. 
 
Councilor Venesky said yes.  They’ll put the sheeting in and then wait on the backfill until next 
Wednesday and see if Chris can do it; if it works. 
 
Steve Snell said they could wait.  If approved, maybe they could make it contingent upon the 
availability of Chris [highway] to do his work, but he wasn’t sure if that was a possibility. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said it was a possibility, and asked if that was the Board’s will.  
 
The Board members said yes. 
 
Judy Boyke said because this is on the water, on the lake side, don’t we have to get DEC permits 
to put these pilings in. 
 
Steve Snell told her no, that there are no permits necessary. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano added that they were not going into the water.  
 
Steve Snell explained that it’s quite a ways down the slope from where we are so there’s no 
permits required.  
 
Judy Boyke said everyone else down through there that has private property has to get a permit in 
order to drive anything in that would cause any silting that would go into the water.   
 
Steve Snell told her not for this work order.   
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SUPERIOR AVE. /MICHIGAN AVE. EROSION 
 
Councilor Conway moved for the adoption of a resolution for the Town to approve the following 
under Onondaga County contract:   

• $23,400 to J.N. Giammarino Construction Inc. to install 900 sq.ft. of steel sheeting to 
stabilize the slope along the existing road. 

• $5,000 to D.E. Tarolli Inc. to install backfill materials and complete restoration 
associated with slope improvements. Supervisor Zambrano added that it was contingent 
upon the highway department’s availability to do the work. 

 
Councilor Conway stated that the reason we had the problem with this nine, ten years ago 
somebody bought the house there and they cleaned the bank off, and we had a lot of rain that year 
and it’s clay behind there and it just washed right through; he thinks they put 42 feet in 10 years 
ago.  
 
Steve Snell said the original sheeting was about 34 feet. 
 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano.  
 
Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 

 
 

DRAINAGE – Davey Road 
 

Steve Snell said there are town drainage facilities that run from Kathan Rd. north of the lake 
that’s around 460 feet and the pipe is basically unrepairable; part of it is collapsed between Davey 
Road and Kathan Road.  They met with the drainage committee and they’ve reviewed this in the 
field and feel the whole thing needs to be replaced, so they’re going to run a new pipe from 
Kathan Road to the lake.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said we have easements.  She asked if this was the town’s responsibility. 
 
Steve Snell answered yes.  He said it discharges from Kathan Road, which is owned by the town 
but it does not have an easement across the property where it goes across. It cuts across the 
property to Davey Road and then Davey Drive, and then it discharges through another property to 
the lake.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked him if there is a plan to get easements. 
 
Steve Snell said yes, or right of entry.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano solicited any questions from the Board, of which there were none.  
 
Steve Snell said this was one of the higher priorities issues that they were looking at this year 
with the drainage committee.    

 
Councilor Conway moved the adoption of a resolution to approve $53,614.83 to LaFleur 
Construction [Constructors] Inc. to perform off road drainage Corrective Work on Davey Road, 
Brewerton.  This work has been unanimously approved as a high priority issue by the Drainage 
Group.  Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano stated that we are nearing the end of the contract amount with LaFleur, so 
with this $53,000 we will be dipping into the rest of the appropriation for drainage.  We had 
approval for $118,000, and we are closely reaching that limit so this would be to use the rest of 
the appropriation, but this is budgeted money.  
 
Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried.  
 

 
TRASH CONTRACT 

 
Supervisor Zambrano explained that we have trash and brush contracts which expire.  Both of 
these contracts were handled for us by the County and it was a very objective process.  Her 
recommendation to this board is that we extend both the trash and the brush contracts (which was 
written into the agreement and she thinks that we should do so).  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said she thought there was a difference of opinion so she told the Board 
members that they could have a discussion about that if they would like to. 
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Councilor Venesky said he thinks that it should go out to bid.  In fact, he asked Sean Carroll to 
assist us and write the bid specs for us for both contracts. 
  
Supervisor Zambrano said she feels that if we extend the contracts then we know the amounts that 
we will have to be obligated to pay for the next year.  She truly recommends that we not go out to 
bid, however, she would defer to his opinion.  
 
Councilor Venesky said this is in no way a reflection on the level of service that we are getting 
from the current vendor. 

 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution authorizing the advertisement of bids for 
The Collection and Disposal Refuse, Rubbish, Garbage, and Recyclables for the Town of 
Cicero divided into Service Areas “A”, “B”, “C”, and “D” within the Town.  Motion was 
seconded by Councilor Becallo.  
 
Councilor Becallo asked if the trash contract would include Town Hall as well. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano told him it would.  That it does not include it now, but it would. If we went 
out to bid; we would add that as one of the specs. 
 
Jon Barrett told the Board to take it a step farther, if they were going to include the town – do the 
fire departments.  He said ‘let’s make it worthwhile; we’ve talked about this in our town chiefs’ 
meetings, do it as a blanket policy.’ He said it’s ‘foolish for us to pay, we’re taking the money 
that we’re collecting from us, we’re giving to you, and we’re paying it right back out to that third-
party vendor; that’s something that should be included – it just makes sense.’ 
 
Rich Mayers, said he is one of the commissioners of the Cicero Fire Department and they pay like 
$4,200 a year for trash service, so that would be something that would help their budget too.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano stated that the trash and brush contracts are limited to residential properties 
only. 
 
Someone asked if that could be changed. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano replied that she didn’t know if that could be changed. 
 
Councilor Becallo asked if that was included in the contract before this. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said no.  
 
Lori Sager asked who the current trash hauler is right now. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano told her it was Syracuse Haulers.  
 
 
Lori Sager said Councilor Venesky had kind of real quickly said ‘this has no reflection on 
service.’ She said as a resident who receives that service they have done an outstanding job 
picking up the trash.  It’s the first haulers that we have had in years that will take your can and 
place it down; they just don’t throw it across the lawns, and this includes the recyclable bins. 
They treat us with respect. The people that they have employed there are outstanding. She’s not 
quite sure of what the cost is but if they are thinking of somebody else because it would save a 
dollar – these men earn their job, and you can keep them if their bid is within reason.  She 
concluded that they need to be considered highly because they’re earning their money. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano commented that Syracuse Haulers have been very good to work with. They 
are very responsive when people call and when there has been an issue they have kept a 
complaint log and we never have gotten that kind of service before.   
 
Lori Sager said she had no problem calling them and commenting what a great job they are doing 
because they really earn their money. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano agreed.   
 
Lori Sager said she was not sure that putting everything out for bid is the best avenue. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano commented that everything goes up. 
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Tom Beaulieu said he was glad that the fire department was there that evening and that they 
should have been including them in the first place. He said we all have our own serfdoms and this 
would be a great idea to be able to pull up this altogether and get the price.  His other comment 
was he didn’t think that we got such a great deal the last time we put this thing out to bid, and for 
some reason we ended up with a higher cost with Syracuse Hauler’s. Now they might do a great 
job, but that’s what you hire them for – to do a good job, and he thinks that the other company did 
just as good a job so he’s glad it’s going out to bid.  If they come in lower, all well and good, if 
they don’t we go to the next one. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said there was a motion made and a second, if there were no other 
comments then they would put it to a vote.  
 
Ayes – 2 and Noes – 3.  Motion was not approved. Supervisor Zambrano, Councilor Cushman,          
                                        and Councilor Conway voting no.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano stated she would entertain a motion to extend the contract. 
 
 
Councilor Cushman read the following Trash Renewal Resolution:  
 

 
Supervisor Zambrano seconded the motion. 
 
Ayes – 3 and Noes – 2.  Motion carried.  Councilor Venesky and Councilor Becallo voting no. 
 
 

BRUSH CONTRACT 
 

Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution for authorization of the advertisement of 
bids for the curbside brush collection and disposal services for the Town of Cicero.  Motion was 
seconded by Councilor Becallo.  
 
There was a question of Councilor Conway’s vote so Supervisor Zambrano asked for a roll call 
vote: 
 
Councilor Cushman:    No 
Councilor Conway:      No 
Councilor Becallo:       Yes 
Councilor Venesky:      Yes 
Supervisor Zambrano:   No 
 
Ayes – 2 and Noes – 3.  Motion unapproved.   
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Councilor Cushman read the following Brush Renewal Resolution: 
 

 
 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
 
Ayes – 3 and Noes – 2.  Motion carried.  Councilor Venesky and Councilor Becallo voting no. 
 

INTER-MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT 
 

Jody Rogers said we were approached by the Canal Corporation because there’s a small shed at 
the Riverfront Park Pier, and within that shed are gauges that measure the lake and river level, 
and that gives the Canal Corporation information to operate the opening and closure of water 
flow through the system.  They are looking for a small amount of electricity to recharge the 
batteries that they have within that shed; a very small amount over the course of a year, she 
guessed that they had some kind of solar situation but it wasn’t keeping the battery charged 
enough, and so they have asked if they could connect to the electric source that we put in at the 
pier to manage the lights that now exist along the pier. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said so basically they would be buying a little bit of power from us, twenty 
dollars? 
 
Jody Rogers said they don’t really have much of an idea but she thinks it is less than that.  She 
said they told us that it was just a trickle to keep the batteries charged.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano solicited any further questions, of which there were none. 

 
Councilor Venesky moved for the adoption of a resolution approving and authorizing the 
Supervisor to execute the agreement, of a minor electric power sharing agreement between the 
Town of Cicero and New York State Canal Corporation to provide electricity from the Town’s 
Riverfront Park electric meter account #66413-79004 to the Canal Corporation, for the purpose  
of keeping the Canal Corporation batteries charged for the Canal shed equipment responsible for 
monitoring the river level and flow, benefitting the citizens of the Town of Cicero.  Expected 
demand is very small, and it is expected to cost, the providing same, will amount to no more than 
$20.00 annually. 
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
 
Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 
 

2013-14 URBAN AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY GRANT #T30630G 
 

Jody Rogers said that Maggie Edelstein from C&S Engineering put a grant together and 
submitted it on behalf of the Town of Cicero.  The grant was awarded in June 2015.  It’s a $6,000 
grant.  It’s for 4.6 miles starting at Bear Road and South Bay, to Route 11 to Route 31, and then 
to South Bay on Route 31.  The company that we are looking to have the work done by is one of 
the foremost tree inventory companies in Central New York.  They actually put together the 
system that is used statewide for inventory and they are looking at existing trees and the 
possibility of placement of future trees in that corridor.  There are future grants available to 
municipalities for forestry within our community and there’s no match for this, its $6,000. This 
company is going to do the inventory, put the paperwork together, and it’s coming from our 
Environmental Conservation Forestry Grant.  
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Supervisor Zambrano said so they’ll put together some recommendations on some buying of trees 
and then we’ll have the opportunity to apply to other grants for actual purchase of the trees was 
her understanding.  
 
Jody Rogers said correct, and then resubmit other grants for those trees and for installation of 
those trees. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano: C&S Engineering applied for this grant and we were awarded that grant 
based on that writet up.  When we got the grant notification C&S had been hired, and they 
declined to work with us because of the way they were treated.  Supervisor Zambrano requested 
that her comments be put in the minutes. 
 
Councilor Cushman moved for the adoption of a resolution authorizing $6,000.00 to Davey 
Resource Group, from a Grant awarded to the Town of Cicero, in June 2015, by the Department 
of Environmental Conservation, (D.E.C.) to inventory existing trees and potential planting 
locations for future plantings in the project area beginning at the intersection of South Bay Road  
to Rt.11 continuing north on Rt.11 to Rt.31 and then easterly to the intersection of Rt.31 and 
South Bay Road – (No match required by Town). 
 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
 
Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 
 

TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 
 

Supervisor Zambrano said our police department, under the direction of Joe Snell with his able 
assistant Wayne Freeman, has been in charge of our IT for many years. She thinks Wayne knows 
the system inside and out and they are always looking for ways for the town to save money, as 
well as expand services, and they have a proposal that they brought before the Board for 
consideration.   
 
Joe Snell said our current servers are exceeding well over ten years, and that’s old for a server 
system - we’re walking on egg shells now as to how long it’s going to last. He said it’s really ‘pay 
me now or pay me later’.  Our proposal is to look at long-term cost savings for the town in our 
maintenance area, as well as our purchasing of hardware and software and replacing our servers 
even if we had to do it and keep them in-house every five years. The other issue we have is 
separating our campus, eventually the highway department, the police department and the courts 
could move. That being the case, we want to keep all of our communications on the same system. 
In order to do that we cannot maintain the same level of service that we currently have with our 
IT system, so our goal is to contract with a vendor that can create what we call a ‘virtual server’ 
that would allow us no matter where we move within the town to be able to communicate and still 
stay on the same system. Last year we contracted with CNYRIC (Central New York Regional 
Information Center). Councilor Becallo was on the committee, and after extensive evaluation we 
allowed and contracted with BOCES to handle our backup and our disaster recovery for our 
server system which was nickel and diming us to death over the last several years doing our own 
backups.  He thinks Councilor Becallo can agree that it’s been quite a success; we get daily 
reports on our backup system.  If we have issues where we have to recover data it’s immediately 
done over at the Central New York Regional Information Center, so he thinks the cost has really 
outweighed the expense that we’ve had to apply to it in the past. We currently pay $125 a month 
for our backup system, our service, for them to back it up.  The cost for them maintaining the 
servers is going to $5,500 year/$459.00 per month, but that also now includes the cost for the 
backup, so instead of the $459.00 the total increase will be $459.00 minus $125.00.  This will 
provide us with maintenance free service for the term of our contract (however long we stay with 
them), and we are hoping it is a long-term relationship, as well as their in-house hours to come 
and deal with some of our hardware costs here, our pc issues, things like that. Their cost rates are 
compatible with all the other vendors in the town and we can still use outside vendors if we 
choose too, but this will put a long-time solution to all our nickel and dime issues we’ve had 
with our server issues, our email server and our data server.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked if we would be able to add other centers that are not 
currently on campus, eventually. 
 
Wayne Freeman replied yes. 
 
Wayne Freeman said the virtual servers that we are talking about are a server within a server; it 
will be in BOCES’ location center. What we’ll end up doing is putting one less powerful data 
server here because we are going to do our connection to BOCES the same way we are now, 
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which is a secure tunnel through an internet provider; we currently have Verizon Fios here.  We 
are doing that because we want to be sure that there’s no concern with speed for all of the 
departments accessing data such as BAS, and what the Comptroller’s office uses, and what they 
use in Zoning, so BOCES will also be responsible for that, and that’s included. The other part of 
this proposal is replacing our data switches, there’s one here and then there’s two older data 
switches over in the police department.  The town hall is connected to the police department, to 
the servers, through a fiber optic cable that is going underground through the garage over there 
and eventually over to the police department.  Those switches (one of them is probably close to 
10 years old), and the other switches are not quite as old, but BOCES is going to manage all this 
for us; they’re a Cisco trained shop.  It is time to replace some of these switches, we will make 
everything compatible with what they use, and they’ll be able to manage these things so you 
won’t have to use multiple vendors for managing things anymore.  The only switches that we’ll 
maintain, that will stay, that will be replaced as needed are these little intermediate switches in 
each department; the other part of this is going to be replaced in the firewall.  He believes the 
service on the firewall expired about 18 months ago. It’s not supported by Cisco anymore so they 
will put in a new firewall with this too.  The firewall is a pretty important component of our 
system and eventually there may be some additions to that, some Gateway protection.  But this is 
going to connect the Police department (wherever it is), the Highway department, if you want to 
do the CanTeen, to centralize data and decrease overall maintenance here and cost, and problems 
here in the town.   
 
(tape change) 
 
Supervisor Zambrano commented that Councilor Becallo is a IT guru, and said this is good. 
 
Councilor Becallo said this was a huge step forward. 
 
Councilor Venesky moved for the adoption of a resolution approving the following: 

• Hosting Server contract with CNYRIC (Central New York Regional Information Center) 
at a cost of $459.00 per month or $5,500.00 annually, and to authorize the Supervisor to 
execute the contract. 

• Replace network switches in Town Hall at a cost of $8,152.92 (this includes installation 
and configuration). 

• Replace current Cisco Firewall with a Cisco ASA 5505 at a cost of $1,790.00 plus a 
$268.00 annual maintenance fee 
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Becallo. 
 

Supervisor Zambrano mentioned that we did have money in our IT reserve fund to pay for this, so 
while this isn’t a budgeted item we do have this fund to pay for such items. 

 
Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 

 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

 
Councilor Conway moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the following purchases for the 
Highway Department: 

• $3,269.64 to American Rock Salt for salt coverage  
• $2,000.00 to Genuine Parts for auto parts/supplies for the month of October 
• $2,000.00 to Home Depot for supplies for the month of October 
• $1,425.00 to Allied Spring for rear suspension springs for truck #41 
• $77,449.00 to Barrett Paving for blacktop/asphalt (top & binder), hot patch 
• $19,500.00 to Lan-Co for Operator for paver 
• $3,026.32 to Hi-Line Inc. for various brass hose fittings, aluminum rivet, air brake 

fittings 
• $1,750.00 to ARC Monarch for 1750 quantity route stakes-winter  
• $9,000.00 to White Farm Supply for repairs to #7 mower transmission 
• $2,000.00 to United Auto Supply [for supplies] for the month of October 
• $2,000.00 to Sunnycrest Inc. for catch basins, concrete ring 
• $5,000.00 to Earl Becker Construction for 200 yds. topsoil 

 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
 
Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 
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JUSTICE DEPARTMENT 
 

Councilor Venesky held up a one dollar bill and stated he would get back to what the significance 
of what it was. 
 
Councilor Venesky:  I want the record to be clear on what we are trying to do.  We have an 
opportunity to save the town of Cicero hundreds of thousands of dollars by moving our police 
department and our justices to the old South Bay Fire department building on Cicero Center 
Road. 
     The need for action became painfully apparent this past winter when the roof failed on 
the old house-type trailer that Cicero uses as its police station. The leaking water into the 
building was so bad that an office had to be evacuated and the Town looked at replacing 
the roof at an approximate cost of $10,000.  The floor is rotted in spots and we have had  
numerous visits by a plumber to repair the cause of a periodic noxious sewer odor that  
makes the building uninhabitable.  
     At Councilor Vern Conway’s urging, we looked at the South Bay building with Chief  
Snell. Finding it suitable, we then approached the South Bay Fire Department about the  
possibility of using the old building as the new Cicero Police Department home.  A call 
was then placed to Assemblyman Al Stirpe to see if he could assist us.  The idea expanded to 
include the Justice Court in the relocation because that department is very busy and needs space 
of its own. The Town Board meeting room also serves as the court room, and when the court 
must be in session during the day the town functions are disrupted and vice versa.  Assemblyman 
Stirpe stepped up and helped us and advised Supervisor Zambrano that he could secure $250,000 
if we could match the state’s contribution with $50,000 of our own. Our justices have applied for 
a $60,000 justice grant and Chief Snell believes that we may be able to obtain an additional 
$10,000 Homeland Security and Police grant.  Although the details are yet to be finalized, the 
South Bay Fire Department has agreed to sell the building to the Town of Cicero for $1.00.  The 
cost to the town could be as little as $40,001.00, not 1.4 million dollars as a resident in the town 
of Cicero has stated publicly. If we add the costs of repairing the old Police Department’s roof, 
which is $10,000 into the equation, for thirty to forty thousand dollars we have a cost effective 
alternative to an existing building that is literally on its lasts legs.  We free up hundreds of square 
feet in our town hall that adds years to this building’s useful life, and the justices finally get a 
facility that meets their needs.  Also with the renovation, we have the possibility of getting the 
polling place moved back from the Baptist Church on Lakeshore Road, which has been a long-
time request for many of our seniors – to me, that’s a “win-win” for the Town of Cicero. 
  
Public Input: 
 
Don Snyder asked Councilor Venesky what he said we are going to pay. Don said so we are 
going to pay $1.00 for the building, we’re going to get $250,000 from Stirpe, and we’re going to 
pay $50,000, so that’s $300,000.  Is Councilor Venesky saying we are not going to put any more 
money in it than that $350,001? 
 
Councilor Venesky said he couldn’t answer that question now because the final evaluation has 
not been done on the building, however, he knows it’s not going to be  
the 1.4 million dollars that has been stated. 
 
Don Snyder told Councilor Venesky he would guarantee him that before we get done you will be 
closer to a million dollars than you are at what you’re saying right now, so be careful.  
 
Councilor Venesky said if it’s not cost effective we won’t do it.   
 
Don Snyder said he isn’t saying we shouldn’t do it, but he is saying don’t tell the people that for 
$350,000 we’re going to put the court and the police department in that building and have it be 
functional - it will not happen.  Don said he has done this for thirty or forty years and he does 
know buildings, so let’s just be honest. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said for point of clarification, a $250,000 grant from Assemblyman Stirpe, 
another $50,000 to be kicked in by the town, that amount is for renovations of the building to 
accommodate the police department.  We are not including the justice court in that, we are not. 
 
Don Snyder said that was correct, but we do have a number of whatever it is $120,000 or 
$180,000 potentially, just for the roof.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano told Don Snyder they have talked about the cost of the building and 
Councilor Venesky is correct. If it becomes a prohibitive cost than the town has to reconsider, but 
1.4 million dollars or any amount approaching that makes it not feasible. She thinks they are just 
as concerned about the cost of the building as he is. 
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Don Snyder commented that he wasn’t sure if the 1.4 million dollars doesn’t make it feasible. He 
thinks when we get done with the structural review and we find out what the Chief needs and 
what the Justice department needs, it may be (to do it right, because we are going to do it once) 
we may have to spend ultimately, not tomorrow, but within a specified period of time, we may 
spend over a million dollars to do that.  But he thinks if that’s what we think, if we think that 
those two departments should be together, and be there, it might be worth it, so he doesn’t think 
we should say already that if it’s more than $500,000 then we aren’t going to do it.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said they weren’t saying that. We have to acquire the building in order to 
get the grant money and that this is a deal that she doesn’t think that we can turn down.  A dollar 
and this is a purchase. 
 
Don Snyder said we don’t want to make these two departments become a political issue; it’s not a 
political issue.  
 
Councilor Venesky said it’s not a political issue; he didn’t make it a political issue.  
 
Don Snyder said the individual that said 1.4 million dollars may have got that number from the 
kind of information that our building advisory committee gave when we were looking at that. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked Don if he understood where they were coming from with the 1.4 
million, that they’re not committing that amount of money. 
 
Councilor Venesky stated that was correct. He said we also have applied and the next resolution 
will be for a multi-year Justice Court Assistance Program (JCAP) grant of $60,000 which will 
move the court system over there. 
 
Tom Beaulieu said he thinks it would be a ‘win-win’ for the town, obviously.  We don’t know 
what the final number is. We haven’t done any studies for what the architectural needs might be, 
but if you can buy that building (we’ve outlived the usefulness in this building for some of the 
departments that are here) for a dollar you can move the court system out of here, you can free up 
some of the parking, if the police department does go there you will have less traffic in and out of 
here, the only thing that you’ll have to tolerate is the highway department and maybe we can find 
them a new home someday – but not for a dollar, of course.  He said he would pay the dollar for 
the building if they wanted to name it after Roy Mallette. He thinks it’s a great idea as far as 
moving some of the facilities over to that building. That we don’t know what the final cost is, but 
as they said you aren’t going to get the grant money unless you are willing to take the first step.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said we have to take the first step. 
 
Councilor Becallo said (as the Supervisor and Mark said) we do have the opportunity to back out. 
 
They both stated that was correct. 
 
Jon Barrett said he was kind of opposed to go into this building (if the old fire house wasn’t good 
enough for the current South Bay Fire Department; they had to build a new building), so why are 
we going to jump into it and say it’s good enough for Chief Snell and his police department. 
 
Councilor Venesky said Councilor Conway use to be the former Chief of South Bay. He told Jon 
Barrett that he guessed it didn’t meet their equipment needs.   
 
Jon Barrett said he didn’t have that knowledge, so that’s why he was asking. 
 
Councilor Venesky said that’s what he was told, that it did not meet their equipment needs, 
moving forward. It was not a safety issue, or a condemned building or a bad building, it just did 
not meet their equipment needs moving forward, and the decision was made that instead of 
redoing that building they found it more cost effective to build a new building. 
 
Councilor Conway said the biggest problem that South Bay had was the roof wasn’t high enough 
for the new fire trucks, so if you had standby coming in they couldn’t get in the space. 
 
Jon Barrett said he is concerned.  Yes, we are getting it for a dollar but what happens if as Don 
said we get into this and we get up to that five, six, seven, eight-hundred thousand dollar issue of 
price tag of this needs to be done, this is going to nickel and dime us. What are we going to do 
with the building?  Now we own it as town taxpayers and we got to tear it down or are we just 
going to sell it back to South Bay and let it sit there, and it can be an eyesore to the Town of 
Cicero.  His other concern is why aren’t we planning? We’re planning for the highway 
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department to build a new building for the next thirty to fifty years, just like we are planning in 
Cicero to do it right to plan for a new firehouse for the next fifty years, why not plan for the 
police department to have a home that they don’t have to piecemeal stuff (we’re living out of a 
trailer, we’ve been living out of a trailer for probably the last ten, fifteen years). Yes, don’t jump 
the gun.  Yeah, the deal may be there but you know what, we’ve all been on that side of the stick 
– it sounds great until you get in there and we start pulling stuff apart. Put it off.  Ask the 
taxpayers.  Let’s look for land.  Let’s build the police department.  Let’s build them a home that’s 
going to last for the next twenty years. The police department is not going anywhere. The town is 
growing, crime is growing, and we see it every day.  He sees it where he works and he is sure that 
he can sit here and attest to it as well. He doesn’t care what people say about figures, let’s build a 
home for new. Let’s stop band aiding stuff. Let’s not get in the building.  Jon commented ‘Yeah, 
the deal for a dollar is great, but c’mon’. 
 
Councilor Venesky told Jon his comments were duly noted but he respectfully disagrees.  
 
Councilor Venesky said we have a police trailer that has outlived its usefulness, we have a town 
that has not invested in its infrastructure, and it’s painful.  To John’s point, look at our highway 
garage.  Councilor Venesky said he was being facetious and said the Chief was using kayaks 
through the building last year in February because we have such a bad roof, leakage, and a rotted 
floor, so he is looking at one of the things that Jon elected him and the rest of this board to do 
which is take a look at our costs. He is looking at our costs and saying ‘you know what, for one 
dollar to buy this building, and we have a right of refusal, so if it doesn’t meet our needs, or if we 
find that it isn’t there that we can give this building back to the South Bay Fire Department for 
one dollar’.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano stated that is part of the agreement. 
 
Councilor Venesky added that is part of the deal.  
 
Jon Barrett said he feels a little more comfortable with that, but also he doesn’t like to see our 
police department taken out of the center of town. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano told Jon Barrett she was glad he asked the question, that he hasn’t heard all 
the discussion, all of the resolution.  She said Chief Snell is thrilled about the location, and she 
believes he is thrilled to get that building, although he has never said that he wants a new building 
and she thinks that he is more than satisfied.  She said Chief Snell has been lobbying us for a 
couple of years anyway to acquire that building, so they are trying to accommodate the Chief’s 
point of view here. 
 
Jon Barrett said that’s understandable, but newspaper articles get run and we as the taxpayers, 
you work for us, and I hate to say this, I’ll be blunt, but these articles and resolutions, half these 
taxpayers don’t know what’s going on. If we’re going to run the story, if you’re going to move 
forward with stuff, put this stuff out to us, don’t make us come and have to pull it out of you. He 
said he feels better that there is a right for refusal on this, but told the Board to start looking for 
the future –we’re not getting any smaller.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano and Councilor Venesky told John that they are trying to do that. 
 
Jon Barrett said we are doing more with less on the emergency services on our end as well, but 
they get by with it because we have to.  He told them to think in the back of their mind ‘let’s 
build for the future, and let’s do it right.’ 
 
Councilor Venesky stated for the record that this was discussed openly at two town board 
meetings this calendar year.  So this is not something that’s hidden.  This is not something that’s 
been behind closed doors, we talked about the South Bay building back in February (he checked 
with Councilor Conway) of this year and it’s in the record, so there have been no secrets.  
 
Jon Barrett said that last newspaper article had quite the… 
 
Councilor Venesky said the newspaper article was erroneous.   
 
Jon Barrett said it came from the Supervisor’s Office, so shame on the paper. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said there was nothing that came from the Supervisor’s office that said 1.4 
million dollars. 
 



REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING            WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2015 

 17 

Jon Barrett said he never said that, he’s just concerned as a taxpayer that we’re talking about cut, 
cut, cut, but we have this grey area now and not only on this issue, and he’ll be back up to talk 
about some of the other agenda items. He said we need to do the best we can. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said we are trying to do the best that they can. 
 
Lori Sager said she remembers when the senior citizen building was purchased on Lathrop Drive, 
and it was such a great deal and they ended up spending over a million dollars rehabbing that 
building.  
 
Jody Rogers told Lori it was about $350,000; they had a lot of grants. They spent $157,000 to buy 
it, and a great deal of money came from grants, we spent about $350,000 total.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked if that included grants.  
 
Lori Sager said it was $350,000 for a relatively small building; she thinks it would cost more to 
rebuild it. She mentioned the old Hechinger building to Chief Snell (on the corner of Frontage 
and South Bay) and told him that it was pretty big, it had a lot of free parking, it has the fenced in 
area if you had to impound cars and it’s still vacant.  
 
Chief Snell told her that’s a rental property and it’s not for sale. 
 
Lori Sager told him she sees for sale signs, that it was just a thought.  She said everything you 
know, you know it’s going to be more than what you proposed and is that going to be a good 
investment?  She is just asking them to consider other properties that are bigger and might meet 
the need for the police department, justice department, and the overflow. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano assured Lori that the Chief of Police has been looking at many properties 
and many buildings over the years. 
 
Councilor Becallo said another thing is the Chief can get his cars inside a garage; which is quite a 
big deal too.  The fact is that we can get out of this, and that’s huge to him. 
 
Lori Sager said but once you’ve invested, say $100,000, and you know it’s going to be much 
more than that, you give them back their dollar and we are out $100,000. 
 
Councilor Venesky told her we are not going to do that.  First of all, we have to own the building 
before the grants and the Al Stripe grant can be issued. We have to go ahead.  We thought about 
that, to Councilor Becallo’s point, and that’s why we were able to negotiate not only the one 
dollar price, but if it doesn’t meet our needs or we find after another evaluation of the building 
that the costs, or there’s something in there, we can give the building back. 
 
Lori Sager suggested they make sure it’s in the form of a check so that there’s a paper trail.  She 
also asked when they are talking grant money, does the town have to come up with the $200,000 
first and then we’ll get reimbursed (like the fiasco at Cicero)? 
 
Supervisor Zambrano told her no, with some grants you do, but not with this one.   
 

 
PURCHASE OF A PORTION OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 8819 CICERO CENTER 

ROAD BEING AN EXISTING COMMERCIAL BUILDING AND PARKING FIELDS AS 
PART OF TAX MAP NO. 080-02-07.1 

 
Councilor Venesky moved for the adoption of a resolution approving a proposed contract 
between the Town of Cicero and the South Bay Fire Department Inc. for the purchase of a portion 
of property located at 8819 Cicero Center Road, being an existing commercial building, and 
parking fields as part of tax map no. 080-02-07.1 to be subdivided by the Town for an amount not 
to exceed $1.00 plus all associated costs pursuant to a proposed contract with contingencies. This 
resolution also authorizes the Supervisor to execute all documents necessary to complete the 
transaction and subject to Attorney approval as to form and content. Motion was seconded by 
Councilor Cushman. 
 
Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Lynn Jennings asked where in that resolution is the “Opt-Out”. 
 
Councilor Cushman told him it’s in the contract. 
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Supervisor Zambrano said it’s in the contract that’s being developed by our town attorney who 
has been under discussions for some time. 
 
JCAP Resolution: 
Councilor Venesky moved for the adoption of a resolution to approve the application of the 
multi-year Justice Court Assistance Program (JCAP) Grant in the amount of $60,000.00 
($30,000.00 for 2015-2016 & $30,000.00 for 2016-2017) for the relocation/renovation of the 
Court to the former South Bay Fire Hall.   

 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Cushman. 

 
Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 
 

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
 

Councilor Cushman moved for the adoption of a resolution to approve the following: 
• $1,149.25 to Parish Maintenance for 2 pallets of Ice Melt 
• $3,400.00 to RecDesk for the annual fee for computer software for program/office 

management, program registration and technical support 
• $3,500.00 (via fees) to Papa’s Sports for jerseys for Youth Basketball 
• $2,600.00 (via fees) to Triple H. Stables for horseback riding lessons and horsemanship 

classes 
• $3,000.00 (via fees) to John Haas for basketball instruction 
• $3,000.00 (via fees) to Gary Dembkowski for Basketball Instruction 
• $2,500.00 (via fees) to the North Syracuse Central School District (Treasurer) for School 

Use for the Fall Programs  
• $2,500.00 to North Syracuse Lawn and Snow to overhaul vehicles and equipment 

supplies 
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Venesky. 
 
Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 
 

PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 

Supervisor Zambrano said the Codes Office has a car that is nine years old and it has been 
recalled but there are no parts available.  The car has undergone many repairs and our Codes 
Office has diligently been looking to buy another vehicle and they have come up with a small 
Jeep Patriot.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano solicited any questions.  
 
Councilor Becallo said there were a couple of citizens who had public input. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano told Councilor Becallo it’s nice if the Supervisor recognizes the people as 
opposed to the councilors, and it would also be appropriate for the citizens to let them know; if 
they could sign up that would be great, but in any event their comments are welcome. 
 
Tom Beaulieu said he recalled her mentioning at the beginning of the meeting if anybody had 
comments, so he appreciated that.   
 
Tom Beaulieu said as he recalled at the last meeting the Zoning Director had come in with a 
request for some ridiculous amount of money for a truck that could probably move the building, 
and he had guessed that they put that on hold because that was not a proper expense and so they 
down-sized it from $38,000 to… 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said it was $29,000, and that particular vehicle was proposed to be of 
multi-use. We said no it won’t be a multi-use until they’ve come in with a different vehicle.  
 
Tom Beaulieu asked if these vehicles that belong to the people of the town and also the town 
departments?  Are they allowed to share those vehicles with other departments? 
 
Supervisor Zambrano answered they are and they do.  
 
Tom Beaulieu said we have a number of vehicles that are not parked here on a nightly basis that 
some individuals are allowed to drive home, are they on call that they would need to take a 
vehicle for their personal use instead of leaving it here at the town hall. 
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Supervisor Zambrano said that is the case and that item is under discussion about possible policy 
change. 
 
Tom Beaulieu added not only for zoning but some other departments do that.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano solicited any further questions or comments. 
 
Jon Barrett said Tom Beaulieu had already hit most of the stuff he was going to ask; the 
interagency or interdepartmental use of vehicles. He finds it hard to believe that between the 
highway department, the codes office, and the parks & recreation that all our vehicles are on the 
road at the same time.  Why are we going to go out and spend $20,000 if one of the vehicles is 
sitting that they can go from Point A to Point B and then back, it just doesn’t make sense fiscally 
and responsibly.  He knows a few months ago he saw in the minutes where you said ‘old pickups 
from the town highway’.  He sees the Village of North Syracuse using the old fire chiefs’ cars 
that they buy for $1.00.  We are talking about saving money.  We don’t need the bells and 
whistles for them to go to Point A to Point B for the Planning and Zoning, as well as the Codes. 
We need to start using what we have here – stop spending money foolishly!  He said he drives by 
this town hall every day and sometimes he stops in here to talk to people and there are several 
vehicles sitting idle, doing nothing; put them in that vehicle, let them do their job and come back. 
 
Councilor Becallo commented that a couple of issues with the vehicle were: 
1. There was an item with the vehicle that was a recall; recalls get repaired for free by  

the manufacturer/dealer so to him this is hard to justify (Supervisor Zambrano said except in 
this case the manufacturer said that they do not have the part available, they do not know 
when the part would be available, and they part out an alert/warning that had to do with an 
airbag, that the airbag could cause serious injury). 

 
Councilor Conway said he understands that, he read the same document and the words were ‘we 
will let you know when the parts come in’, that goes for every single recall that comes in.  
Supervisor Zambrano said that it has been several months since that came out. 
 
2. This is an older vehicle that is 9 years old and is rusting at the bottom.  My car, that I drive 

every day, that I drive to St. Lawrence County, that I drive to Binghamton, that I drive to 
Albany, that I drive to Buffalo is over 9 years old and it is rusty as well. I drive that, and I 
repair it when it needs to be fixed – and I keep driving. 

 
Councilor Becallo said he will not be approving this as well.  Plus Codes, (he referenced what he 
said during his budget cuts and ideas presentation) our Codes department issued three (3) brand 
new home permits in the town of Cicero, so he disagreed with Jon about this town growing.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano told Councilor Becallo the Codes department has generated $140,000 in 
fees. The budget for 2015 projected that they would generate $110,000, so they are $30,000 over 
what we had projected that they would get. So in that $140,000 in fees (she has a whole list that 
she gets on a monthly basis and she will make sure all of the town board gets them), but there is 
$4,000 that was generated as a result of planning motions. She said there were: 

• 71 building permits for commercial enterprises that brought in $55,000 
• 201 residential building permits that brought in $20,000 
• 63 Certificates of Compliances that were issued 
• 38 Certificates of Occupancy 
• 44 Fire inspections that were completed 
• 21 Floodplain development permits that were completed 
• 30 Sign permits that were completed  
• 63 Swimming pool permits that were completed  
• 35 permits for Wood, gas, fireplaces, heaters, stoves inspections 
• plus there were a number of issues having to do with complaints, 

so when you say that our codes people are sitting around, and not doing a whole lot of anything, 
they are doing a whole lot of a lot of things, and they are generating fees to go with it. She 
understands people’s concerns about purchasing a $20,000 vehicle but the Codes department 
certainly earns revenue for this town. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said they could take an up or down vote on this but she would appreciate it 
if Councilor Conway would read the resolution and they would see where they are. 
 
Councilor Venesky said we talk a lot about vehicle purchases, and we talk about vehicles at the 
town hall, he is not sure that he wants to approve any more purchases of vehicles and he wanted 
to look at other utilization; actually what a lot of companies do in the private sector is they have 
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the employees drive their own vehicle and then we reimburse them at the federal rate for money.  
It was pointed out to him after a lot of discussion that a municipality is not a private business, and 
to Councilor Becallo’s point he maintains his vehicle and it’s over 9 years old, but if there was an 
accident with that vehicle because of a defect or a rotted frame, or whatever it is, it would be the 
individual that owns that vehicle who would be legally liable.  We are putting employees who 
work for the town of Cicero, and we are also putting the town of Cicero’s liability on the road. 
Based on that, even though he is not pleased with purchasing any vehicles at this point, other than 
some police cars that are needed.  He said he will go ahead and vote ‘yes’ on this, but they will 
look at vehicles moving forward.  
 
Councilor Becallo commented that never once did he say we were going to keep driving that 
particular vehicle, because like it’s been said before there are multiple vehicles in this town that 
they can use, or he suggested what they can do if they are close they can use a bike.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano corrected a statement she had made, as of October 6th the Codes Office had 
actually brought in $148,000 in fees and permits.   
 
Councilor Conway moved for the adoption of a resolution to purchase a 2016 Jeep Patriot 4x4 for 
the Planning and Zoning department from Par-K Chrysler Jeep in the amount of $20,500.00.  
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano.  
 
Ayes – 4 and Noes – 1.  Motion carried. Councilor Becallo voting no.  
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the September Drivers 
Village maintenance invoices for the Police department vehicles in the amount of 
$2,458.38.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Cushman. 
 
Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 
 
ACCEPT THE 2016 PRELIMINARY BUDGET WITH SPECIAL DISTRICTS AS 

PRESENTED BY THE TOWN CLERK 
 

Supervisor Zambrano announced that they did have the 2016 Preliminary Budget for 
Special Districts that were filed with the Town Clerk.  She asked Tracy Cosilmon if she 
had copies to distribute of the special districts (Tracy did and gave the board members 
copies).  She explained that these have come out just this afternoon because we just got 
all of the numbers.  This includes: 

• fire hydrants 
• water improvement districts 
• fire protection districts  
• sewer improvement districts 
• drainage districts  
• refuge and garbage districts 
• lighting districts, and 
• ambulance districts 

 
Supervisor Zambrano said the details are here. With the fire protection districts they did 
break it out so that everyone could see how much was being paid, particularly for 
Workers’ Comp.  The Town has been notified that the Workers’ Comp. premium will be 
going up 36 percent over last year’s rate; however, we should expect something lower 
than that.  Something lower might come in at about a 30% rate, so we are very cognizant 
about Workers’ Comp and we also broke out LOSAP (Length of Service Award 
Program) and prior protection.  She also mentioned that the Brewerton Ambulance 
District is also going up $5,000 per agreement.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano moved the adoption of a resolution for the Town Board to accept 
the 2016 Preliminary Budget for Special Districts as presented by the Town Clerk. 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Cushman.  
 
Ayes – 4, Noes – 0, and Abstentions -1.  Motion carried. Councilor Becallo – I abstain 
                                                                 because I am a volunteer. 
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SCHEDULE AN INFORMATIONAL HEARING AS WELL AS A SPECIAL TOWN 
BOARD MEETING FOR THE 2016 PRELIMINARY BUDGET FOR SPECIAL 

DISTRICTS 
 

Supervisor Zambrano moved the adoption of a resolution to schedule an Informational Hearing, 
as well as a Special Town Board meeting for the 2016 Preliminary Budget for Special Districts to 
be held here at the Town Hall on Wednesday, October 21, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Tracy Cosilmon told Supervisor Zambrano that there was a Planning Board meeting on 21st, 
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. Supervisor Zambrano asked about Monday, October 19th, did they have 
time to advertise.  Tracy Cosilmon replied yes.  Supervisor Zambrano said they would have to let 
everybody know; all the fire departments and the ambulance districts.  She asked the board 
members if 6:30 p.m. was okay.   
 
Councilor Venesky said that was fine with him, the later the better. He thinks the time allows 
more people to be here, more residents who are interested to be here. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the motion needs a second. 
 
Councilor Cushman seconded the motion.  
 
Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano restated that they would meet at the Town Hall on Monday, October 19th at 
6:30 p.m.  
 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 
• Safety Committee Report – Councilor Mark Venesky 

 
Supervisor Zambrano said she had requested Councilor Venesky to give us a report on the Safety 
Committee Report.  Councilor Venesky and Councilor Cushman are liaisons to the Safety 
Committee and they want to bring us up to date on issues. 
 
Councilor Venesky: We have had our second Safety Committee meeting.  We are in the 
process… we discovered early on that we have a problem in the town of Cicero that we need to 
address, and we are going to address it and fix the problem.  We have had our disability insurance 
premium [which] has gone to this year a projected, we’ve had a 36 percent, or projected it could 
be 30/36 percent (they don’t have the final numbers), but we may spend $480,000 on our 
disability insurance premiums in 2016 - that is not up for debate.  That’s nothing we can say we 
don’t want to do, that’s something that we have to do, and the reason for that is we do not in the 
Town of Cicero have a comprehensive health and safety program. One of things that we said, and 
I said, that we would do is we would begin to put one together.  So we’ve had a couple of 
meetings; we met with Haylor, Freyer & Coon, Pat Salvatore who is their Director of Risk 
Management who was at the last meeting, as well as Hank Chapman.  We’ve had two meetings, 
actually three, one with department heads, and then with employees from each one of the 
departments. What we are looking to do is, we right now (the Town of Cicero) pays a 42 percent 
premium over other towns on the same type of playing field. We are paying 42 percent more in 
premiums than other towns right now; they call that a 1.42 and we are determined to drive that 
number down.  When you take a look at costs (and some things we cannot change), we cannot 
change when New York State tells us that we need to pay additional money into our health and 
welfare plan. We cannot change it when they tell us that we need to pay increases and 18 percent 
into the medical plan as it currently stands.  One number that we can control as a town is our 
liability and our insurance liability, so we asked for some outside help.  We asked that the town 
be evaluated by our insurance carrier and we are on a 5 year rolling average; so they look at us 
and they say ‘okay, let’s take the 5 years and when we go into the 6th year, the first year would 
fall off,’ but they rate us based on a 5 year cycle. So one of the things that we are currently doing, 
and we are very pleased because we’ve had a great reception from not only the employees from 
the Town of Cicero, but also from the department heads.  This is going to be a comprehensive 
plan that includes training, documentation, follow up, and certainly review and additional training 
- whatever needs to be done. And then we are going to hold people accountable for it.  But our 
goal is to drive that, and we have department head buy-in to drive that number from a 1.42 to a 
1.0 in the next 2 years, and that is his personal goal as your councilor. (tape change) The 
department heads are in the process now of putting together what this comprehensive health and 
safety program needs to look like.  It will include documented driver training, and I have to tell 
you that your Cicero town employees, and your Cicero town department heads are very cognizant 
of the need to save money and control costs, and they are on board with this 100 percent, 
so we are going to do our best to reduce those costs and reduce those items that we can 
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control. So I’m just very happy to tell you that we had a great meeting and we are now in the 
process of putting together the framework that we will all work with moving forward.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked Councilor Cushman if he wanted to add anything.   
 
Councilor Cushman said no, other than just to say that he can’t emphasize enough what Mark 
[Councilor Venesky] has said about the positive response we got from the department heads, the 
employees themselves, people that are representing the unions have all agreed that this is 
something that we need to do, that we can do, and let’s be honest we don’t want our employees to 
get hurt.  Forget the money, nobody wants to see anybody be injured, and if we can eliminate 
injuries and accidents, and in the meantime save ourselves a few thousand dollars it’s not a bad 
deal, so that’s what we are shooting for. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said our current Workers’ Comp premium is $385,000, that’s what we paid 
in 2015 and that’s a considerable amount of money, and when you’re looking at say a 30 percent 
increase it becomes unsustainable.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano thanked Councilor Venesky and Councilor Cushman for taking on the 
safety committee and moving this forward. 
 

STATEMENT by SUPERVISOR JESSICA ZAMBRANO 
 

Since April of last year, there have been many allegations made against me at numerous Town 
Board meetings.  These accusations of misconduct included falsification of records, inappropriate 
use of campaign funds, inappropriate financial arrangements, and conflict of interest concerning 
the Town Engineer and the engineering firm for whom he worked. 
 
I have consistently maintained that I did nothing wrong.  Nevertheless, there are those who 
sought to have me removed from office and a PETITION was submitted to the  
Appellate Division’s Fourth Judicial District of the Supreme Court of the State of New York.  
The case was heard on September 9th by a panel of four judges who reviewed voluminous 
documents submitted by the petitioner and pertinent documents in response submitted by me.  On 
October 2nd the Court’s decision exonerating me was issued.  While I will not read the entire 
statement, there is one sentence from the Court that is pertinent: 
 
“The petition does not set forth a single act of unscrupulous conduct or intentional 
wrongdoing, let alone evidence of any gross dereliction of duties or a pattern of 
misconduct.” 
 
Because there were many Town Board meetings in which the allegations voiced against me were 
entered into the official minutes of the Town Board meetings, I am requesting that the Town 
Clerk enter the Court’s entire decision into the minutes.  Thank you. 
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Supreme Court of the State of New York Decision: 
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PUBLIC INPUT 
 

Lori Sager: With what you said Jessica I want to thank the entire board for taking the time to 
allow us to come to the podium to express our thoughts and ideas even though we did not sign 
some little piece of paper in the beginning of the meeting to ask for permission.  I think this is the 
way a Town Board should be run; to allow the citizens to speak openly and freely without feeling, 
treated like the dirt under someone’s feet as other boards have done.  So I want to thank you for 
me to speak and for others, and we know we didn’t sign a little piece of paper, but thank you for 
listening. 
 
Lynn Jennings:  I have just one comment, actually two. Looking at the budget again I see the 
Town Board is voting a 2 percent, approximately, increase in their salary.   If you know, and 
we’ve all known what the news is saying ‘there will be no cost of living adjustment for disabled 
veterans, seniors (myself included), and a lot of people’. We did a reval a few years ago; a lot of 
the people had a problem there. So we’re sitting out here saying that the majority of the residents 
of this town will not receive any cost of living adjustment.  Some are going to be impacted on a 
change, possibly the Medicare.  I think you need to relook.  This is a part-time job in the most 
part, except for the supervisor, which I’ve seen in action, and a couple of others.  But you really 
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need to stop and think how can a Town Board vote themselves a 2 percent raise when the rest of 
the town of Cicero, with these senior citizens, disabled vets, vets, and federal workers are going 
to get absolutely nothing and you want to bump our budget up. I think you need to relook that – 
it’s a mistake. 
 
Councilor Becallo:  Lynn, last year when I proposed my budget, not saying I proposed the cut, I 
took a cut; I got chastised for it.  And you missed it earlier; I refused to take my 2 percent pay 
increase.  
 
Lynn Jennings:  Well, I got the word through the back door and I appreciate that Mike, I really do 
and I just think each one of you has another job or a business.  These seniors do not have that, so 
if you can sit there in honesty and say ‘two percent’ is what we are going to do for us, sorry about 
you residents – you need to look at it again. 
 
A resident said he owns a property on the corner of Kathan and Tagus Lane in Brewerton and he 
wanted to address No. 11 on the drainage but they seemed to have covered everything for him, 
except when it rains now he gets a little lake in his yard because there’s so much drainage coming 
off the back development.  Most of that drainage for that system that’s plugging that system up 
comes from the rear development back there, that Ryan development. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano told the resident she thinks that we are going to take care of it.  
 
The resident said they were and he appreciates it. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano commented that it is a problem area; she went out there and looked at it 
herself a couple of times.  
 
Tom Beaulieu:  I have been coming to a lot of board meetings for 15 years, and I’ve seen a 
different type of attitude from various supervisors, and perhaps it was reflected down to the 
boards  also that served at the time, but I think Jefferson said it best that ‘government that governs 
least, governs best’, and also I think it’s important that you have the dialogue with us because 
you’re not only spending our money and your money, but perhaps if you paused to rethink where 
your positions are it better explains to us what you’re doing so there isn’t a lot of 
miscommunication, and I think it provokes a good exchange of ideas and that’s what government 
is supposed to do.  We have no control over the mess that’s going on in Washington; 18 trillion 
dollars in debt, our budget deficits, and basically a dysfunctional government/congress for the 
most part.  But here at least we have an input, we can get up before a microphone and we can 
exchange our ideas and hopefully they are better ones to help you make a better decision.  
 
Cecilia Barrett:  Cicero resident for forty-five years.  Raised four children, been in this town, paid 
my taxes - paid everything.  I see this town not moving forward.  I want to retire, I’m 65, my 
husband is 67.  I have to work because we can’t pay our taxes.  We can’t pay our health 
insurance.  I raised kids; they are part of this community.  I’m in the fire department for 21 years 
serving my community.  I see changes in this community; this is not the Cicero I came in in 1970. 
We need to look forward, and we need to cut.  I, as a personal tax payer, and a home owner, and a 
mother, you start from the bottom and move up.  I don’t have a summer home, I never will. I 
don’t know how many on the board have a summer home, but I never will and I’m sure this 
crowd here doesn’t.  We need to protect our elderly.  We need to protect our police for safety, our 
fire for safety, and we need to get these roads cleaned up.  I drive in this town, it’s like going 
down city, it’s disgusting – we need to work on this.  I want our north country to be back the way 
it was in 1970, and we need to work for it.  I’m going to elect who I think is going to turn this 
town around and I think the town knows that.  Every resident – we have got to look forward to 
the future.  I want to be in this town for many years to come.  Thank you. 
  
Supervisor Zambrano thanked Mrs. Barrett and solicited any further questions, of which there 
were none.   
 

ADJOURN 
 
Councilor Cushman moved the adoption of a resolution to adjourn the Town Board meeting.  
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway.  
 
Ayes – 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
There being no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned at 9:07 p.m. 
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________________ 
Tracy M. Cosilmon 
Town Clerk 
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