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STATE OF NEW YORK  
ONONDAGA COUNTY  
TOWN OF CICERO 
 
 
       SS: 
 
 
The Cicero Town Board held their regular meeting on Wednesday, May 28, 2014 at  
6:30 p.m. at the Cicero Town Hall, 8236 Brewerton Road, Cicero, NY 13039. 
 
 
Present:     Jessica Zambrano, Supervisor 
     Tim Burtis, Deputy Supervisor 
     Mike Becallo, Councilor 
     C. Vernon Conway, Councilor  
     Mark Venesky, Councilor 
                                                                        
      
Others Present:    Christopher Woznica, Highway    
     Joseph Snell, Police Chief  
             Robert Germain, Germain & Germain, Town Attorney 
     Bruce W. Letts, C & S Companies, Town Engineer 
     Director of Code Enforcement, Richard Hooper 
     Jody Rogers, Director of Parks & Recreation 
     Sharon M. Edick, Receiver of Taxes 
     Tracy Cosilmon, Town Clerk 
       
   
 
Supervisor Zambrano read the following statement: 
 
I would like to point out the exits from this room – there are two at the back and one up front to 
the audience’s left. 
 
Please silence your phones and other electronic devices so that the meeting is not unnecessarily 
disturbed.  If you must speak on your cell phone, please exit to the back hallway or outside. We 
also ask the audience to keep chatter to a minimum, so as not to disturb others. 
 
The Town acknowledges the importance of full public participation in all meetings and hearings.  
We therefore urge all who wish to address the Board and others in attendance to utilize the 
microphones located in the front of the room.  If anyone is unable to hear please let us know so 
that adjustments can be made as necessary. 
 
The meeting was opened at 6:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Councilor Conway requested a moment of silence be observed in remembrance of our men and 
women serving in the Armed Forces in harm’s way. 
 
.   
 
 

APPROVAL OF TOWN BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

Councilor Conway moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the minutes of the  
May 14, 2014 Regular Town Board Meeting. Motion was seconded by Councilor Becallo. 
           . 
Ayes- 5 and Noes – 0. Motion carried.  
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BUDGET MODIFICATIONS  

 
Councilor Burtis moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the following budget 
modifications:  
 
TOWN BOARD MEETING 
05/28/2014 
 
2014 
BUDGET MODIFICATIONS 
 
FROM      $  TO 
A12204  Supervisor Contractual  300.00  A122041 Supervisor 
Computer Labor 

  
 
2014 BUDGET AMENDMENTS      
 
Revenue     Appropriations 
 
SD3389 DB 4400.00   SD85404 0400 DB Darlene’s Brook Grant 
 
Councilor Becallo asked Deputy Supervisor Burtis to explain that item in more detail. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis replied that we got money from a grant for Darlene’s Brook work. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked Bruce Letts of C&S Engineers to explain the scope of work for 
Darlene’s Brook.   
 
Bruce Letts explained that by Driver’s Village there are 3 large culverts that appear to be 
structurally unsafe.  We are in the process of doing the hydraulics and redesign.   Chris went out 
there at our request and exposed the bottom of one of the culverts; they are all silted in.  By doing 
that we could accurately measure the pipes, which are 84 inches in diameter.  The plan right now 
is to line them so that they are structurally sound and they will not become a problem for the 
public.  The bottoms on some of them are actually gone.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano stated that this is about a $400,000.00 grant.  There is a design phase and a 
construction phase and this is 80% paid for by the Federal government and 15% by State and 5% 
by the Town.  What we need do to with this Darlene’s Brook project is when we extend the 
money then we submit our vouchers to the State and then we get reimbursed; that is where that 
$4,400.00 comes from.  
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Becallo. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   

 
 

EAST CRABTREE LANE 
 

Presentation by New York State Department of Transportation Representatives Charles Riedman, 
Traffic Engineer, and Diana Graser, Regional Traffic Engineer, of the proposed closure of the 

intersection of East Crabtree Lane and State Route 31 
 

Supervisor Zambrano introduced Charles Riedman and Diana Graser.  She stated that they came 
tonight to talk about a proposed or a deciding decision already made about the issue with  
Route 11 and Crabtree Lane and Route 31.  They did a traffic study for the request the Town had 
made to look at placing a traffic light near the Town Hall here on Route 11 and as a result of that, 
the study became wider than we specifically requested.  
 
Chuck Riedman stated that they looked at Route 11because there was a request for a 3 lane 
section or a 5 lane section, or a traffic light for the Town Hall.  As part of that request, we 
expanded our limits all the way to Route 31. What we found out is that we have a significant 
accident problem at Route 11 and Crabtree Lane and that’s what this presentation is all about. 
The main focus is on the eastern leg of Crabtree, which is the short section that cuts across from 
Route 11 to Route 31. The accident problem is right at the intersection of Route 11 and Crabtree. 
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(He showed on the map the eastern and western leg of Crabtree and also the northern section and 
areas of Route 31 and Route 81). Most of the concerns regarding the accidents at the Route 11 
and Crabtree intersections were the right angle crashes; the majority of accidents were at right 
angles.  There are quite a few injuries in right angle crashes.  We came here a little over a month 
ago to talk to the Town Supervisor and Highway Superintendent and Town Engineer.  We went 
through this briefly to make them aware of what direction we were going.  
 
Route 11 is a four lane undivided urban arterial.  Route 31 is also a four lane undivided urban 
arterial.  Crabtree Lane is a local road that’s owned and maintained by the Town.  It is two lanes 
and has a couple of busy gas stations on it and a few other businesses and no resident population. 
The development in this area has increased.  We had Country Max and then Empire Tractor 
recently installed and additional development is expected.  The pattern accidents identified by the 
department in the following study can be expected to be exasperated by the increase in the traffic 
volumes.  One of the first  things we noticed when pulling out of the eastern leg of Crabtree  onto 
Route 11, looking left or to the south of Route 11, the sight distance is significantly reduced 
mostly by the white house on the corner.  You really have to pull up almost into Route 11 before 
you can see around the house; the recommended distance for a safe intersection to pull out or to 
go through or take a left is 565 feet. This quadrant has only 125 feet so it’s significantly less and 
this is one of the reasons that we have some accidents coming out of that intersection. 
 
Looking to the right towards 31 it’s a little bit better; you have 375 feet, but you have that when 
you don’t have all the cars stacked up.  
 
He pointed out the western leg of Crabtree.and said the sight distance is better. Then looking 
towards the north towards Route 31, the recommended distance here is 475 feet; the existing field 
measurement is 375 feet.  
 
Looking to the south it is very good.  You can see about 800 feet, which is much further than the 
recommended distance of 475 feet.   The sight distance in this side is pretty good, while the other 
side is very poor.   
 
We took am and pm traffic counts out there in the morning from 7 to 9 and in the evening from  
3 to 6.  What we found was that the traffic coming out of the eastern leg of Crabtree was very 
low.  In the morning, we only had 20 vehicles and most of them were turning right. What we are 
proposing at this leg is to restrict the lefts and the through traffic.   In the pm we had more 
volume, 44 and most of them were turning right.    On the Route 31 leg of Crabtree, we also 
counted the numbers coming out of there and in the am, nobody is turning into it.  All 44 vehicles 
coming out of there are taking a right hand turn.  In the pm, we had a few vehicles that entered 
Crabtree from 31 and most of the vehicles coming out of there are taking a right hand turn.  What 
we did find was that in the am, 74% of the vehicles taking a right out of Crabtree, and in the pm, 
50% of the vehicles taking a right out of Crabtree were cutting through.   They were either 
coming from the western leg of Crabtree or coming up Route 11, taking a right and cutting 
through to take a right to either get on Route 81 or continue on Route 31.   The majority of the 
traffic the goes through there is called cut-through traffic.  
 
We looked at 6 years’ worth of accidents and we had 44 accidents at this intersection, which is an 
extremely high number considering we don’t have that much traffic turning in and out of 
Crabtree.  The majority were either right angle or left turn accidents, which we are hoping to 
prevent.  
 
One of the proposals we have, coming out of the eastern leg of Crabtree is prohibiting left turns 
and through movements.  We would only permit right out turns. We are not looking to restrict 
any movements to the western leg or any movements in from Route 11, taking a left in or  
Route 11, northbound, taking a right in.   This proposed work would be done with signs and 
pavement markings.  The other counter proposal we have is down at the Crabtree Lane and  
Route 31 intersection we would cut this access off.  That could be done in 2 phases.  Phase 1 
would be to put a barrier up and put signage up and the Town has requested that we put in a 
snowplow turnaround.  Phase 2 which is more of a long term, we would redo the sidewalk, curbs 
and plant landscaping and maintain the signage, get rid of the barricade and block it off more 
permanently. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis asked Mr. Riedman what his definition of severe accidents was. 
 
Mr. Riedman stated that it was anything with an injury.  
 
Councilor Conway asked if any thought was given to tying Crabtree into the southbound lane of 
Route 81.  
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Diana Graser stated that that does not address the accident patterns and would put more traffic 
onto Crabtree. 
 
Chief Snell stated that this was the first he had heard of this proposal.  He was disappointed that 
the Police Department and Fire Department was not brought into this conversation.  He felt that 
blocking Crabtree off was not acceptable for emergency trucks coming out of Station 2 and police 
vehicles using that route in an emergency.   Putting up a barrier could be a big issue for 
emergency vehicles. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis asked if this board has a say in the barrier down there.  
 
Mr. Riedman said in regards to restricting the turns and closing the road, we have the power to do 
that. What we are looking for is a buy-in from the town and possibility a resolution supporting 
these proposals.  
 
Rick Merola stated that by closing Crabtree, it would force tractor trailers that are on Crabtree to 
try and make a very wide right hand turn onto Route 11 from that intersection.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano wanted to know where we go from here.  
 
Mr. Riedman stated that all the changes can be done independently; they don’t have to be done 
together. He was looking for support and a town resolution; first to prohibit the turns coming out 
onto Route 11 and evaluate the other issue of closing off the Route 31 leg.  
 
Councilor Venesky said he would support stopping the left turn and also the cross-through over  
Route 11, but he goes with both his chiefs on leaving that access to Route 31, so we could still 
have that.  He would support a motion to leave the eastern leg of Crabtree open to Route 31. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano felt that we needed to talk about this issue a little bit more.  She wanted to 
take this issue up again at the next town board meeting and looking for some sort of work session 
with Mr. Merola and his engineer that had some suggestions and our Fire Department personnel 
and our Police Chief who would like some input into all of this.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano was advised that any further concerns should be emailed to Diane Graser or 
Mr. Riedman to consider.  
 
A copy of the presentation of the US 11 at Crabtree Lane can be viewed at the Town Clerk’s 
office. 
 
 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
 

Presentation by Bruce Letts, P.E., from C&S Companies, Annual Report to be submitted to the 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, due on June 1, 2014 

 
Bruce Letts stated that the Town of Cicero is classified as a MS4, Municipal Separate Sewer 
System Storm.  This means that all the catch basins are separate from the sanitary sewer.  The 
population density is such that is qualifies as a MS4, meaning that every year that have to abide 
by their permit.  As part of the annual permit process has 6 tasks that the Town has to do: 
 

1. Public Education and Outreach Program 
2. Public Involvement and Participation 
3. Illicit Discharge Detention Elimination Program 
4. Construction Site Run-off Control 
5. Post Construction Stormwater 
6. Stormwater Management for Municipal Operations 
7. Training  

 
Three are performed by the town themselves, one is performed by the CNY  Stormwater 
Coalition, and one is performed by the Onondaga County Department of Water Environment 
Protection.  C&S acted as the clearing house for all the information collected by the OCWA, 
CNY Stormwater Coalition, Highway and Codes departments.  This report is for 2013.   
 
All the information was put together from all the departments; it’s in the draft stage right now and 
will be finished within the next day or so to meet the June 1st deadline and submitted to the DEC 
(Department of Environmental Conservation). 
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Councilor Becallo said on page 44 it asks for it to be posted.  He looked for the prior year on the 
website and asked if the next one will be posted.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano said it will be posted.  

 
PERSONNEL MATTERS 

 
Councilor Conway moved the adoption of a resolution to appoint the following individual: 
 
A. Supervisor’s Office 

 
• Jennifer Boyke to the temporary, but full time, position of Secretary to the Supervisor at a 

rate of $12.00/hour, effective May 21, 2014.  This is a temporary appointment pending 
the return of JoLee Olszewski who is on medical leave. 

 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Becallo. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
 
B. Parks & Recreation 
 
Councilor Becallo moved the adoption of a resolution to appoint the following individuals: 
 

• Joseph Spataro, Jillian Gorman, and Nathaniel Kelly as Recreation Attendant for Day 
Camp at a rate of $8.75 hour, with a start date of June 16, 2014. 

• Megan Evans as Recreation Attendant for Extended Day Camp at a rate of $8.75/hour, 
effective June 16, 2014. 

• Connor Thiel as Lifeguard at a rate of $8.75/hour, effective June 1, 2014. 
 
Motion was seconded by Deputy Supervisor Burtis. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   

 
 
 

AMENDATORY BOND RESOLUTION, DATED MAY 28, 2014 
 

Supervisor Zambrano stated that we need to amend our bond resolution and Ben Maslona of 
Fiscal Advisors was going to explain what was done in 2000. 
 
Ben Maslona said he was not an attorney, he is a Financial Advisor.  Tom Meyers who is the 
Bond Counsel for the town could not attend the meeting. He explained what this resolution will 
do is make sure the town is current on a resolution that was originally adopted in the year 2000. 
That resolution had some missed language pieces in there which basically limited the town to a 
10 year borrowing term, whereby the Mud Mill Extension was supposed to be a 20 year from the 
onset.  If you look at the history of pay downs the town has made over the years it’s been about 
$7,500 per year, if you did that over 20 years it would be $150,000; that was the amount of the 
resolution. So going back in their role in helping the town consolidate some of its borrowings into 
a single, larger group, they came across these issues, so basically at this point Tom Meyers has 
requested an amending resolution which would essentially make everything that was done 
potentially incorrectly, keep that up to speed and allow us to borrow the remaining piece of Mud 
Mill with our current borrowing; basically consolidate that.  If the resolution would not pass then 
you would have to keep it separate. He knows that Tom Meyers would not render his legal 
opinion on it without the resolution moving forward.  He doesn’t know how the town would 
combat paying that, whether it would be in a lump sum or they would have to finance it some 
other way, but legally, in order to include it with the current mass of borrowing they need the 
resolution to go through.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked if when they passed the resolution the last time they were including 
this Mud Mill. 
 
Ben Maslona said if you look at the history of it it was in 2000 when it began and the original 
resolution stated that it would be paid off after 10 years; so essentially they have been borrowing 
on it for an additional 4years when it probably had rendered its legal life. But the intention of the 
town was never to pay it off over 10 years; otherwise you would have been paying $15,000.00… 
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Councilor Becallo asked Ben Maslona how he could judge the intent.  In the minutes from that 
Town Board meeting and Section 4 says it is hereby determined that the period of probable 
usefulness of the aforesaid object or purpose is 20 years.  Pursuant to Subdivision 20 of  
Paragraph A, Section 11.00 of the Local Finance Law – It is determined that the maximum 
maturity of the serial bonds herein authorized will not exceed 10 years. 
 
Ben Maslona explained that the reason he says that is because if you as a town paid it over a  
10 year period, the principle reduction would have likely been $15,000 per year and $150,000.00 
paid off over10 years will be $15,000 per year.  The Town has been making $7,500.00 reductions 
on those bonds. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis asked if basically the payment was wrong. 
 
Councilor Becallo said the real question should be since it wasn’t to exceed 10 years, how come 
this hasn’t been paid off. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis replied it was because the payments weren’t accurate. 
 
Councilor Becallo said the minutes were checked over. They were deemed worthy that they’re 
correct. The minutes clearly state what this bond was intended for.  None of the current board 
members were on the board at that time so how could they just go ahead and say that was not 
correct.  
 
Councilor Venesky said it appeared to him that it was not correct at the time.  Shirlie Stuart, our 
Comptroller, made a comment that afternoon; she said the appropriation for the principal payment 
is determined each budget year.  He’s taking that to mean that past boards only budgeted 
$7,500.00 on the principal.  The Comptroller also said that the current balance is $17,631.00 and 
she said to please keep in mind that there are only 19 houses in the town that are responsible for 
that debt, that pay for that debt; that’s why we keep the principle down, so that the impact on the 
19 residents is bearable.  
 
Councilor Becallo said the $17,000 is the current balance, what is the total outstanding principle 
balance current and long-term. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the $17,631.00 is the balance. 
 
Councilor Becallo asked how this would affect the taxpayers of that area. 
 
Ben Maslona replied that if it’s included with the larger borrowing you obviously would be able 
to extend it and keep paying payments as you have in the past and by including it you will be able 
to capture a lower interest rate where if you had to go borrow $17,000 on your own as a separate 
note issue or a 1 year obligation, you’re probably looking at getting a rate similar to what you had 
last year, which was about 3 percent.  Right now he anticipates that we should be in the 1.5 to 1 ¾ 
percent range as a total and that saves about $260.00 in interest expense just for that Mud Mill 
piece; and for the spread over the 19 taxpayers, he thinks that will help out. 
 
Councilor Becallo said these people that live in that Mud Mill Water District, and it clearly states 
in the minutes that it was supposed to be paid off in 10 years and they’ve still been paying, and 
we are going to tell them they are still going to be paying even more?? He doesn’t know how we 
are going to do that, especially when the minutes clearly state 10 years.  How can you change the 
intent? 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis asked Ben Maslona  the reason that they can’t just pay the $17,000 off; 
just pay it off of a fund. 
 
Ben Maslona said they certainly could.  He doesn’t know how the Town’s books work; whether it 
may have to be a special assessment to each of those taxpayers specifically.  They would be 
responsible for the whole amount. 
 
Robert Germain said he was thinking about the responsibilities of the leftovers if it doesn’t pass. 
He didn’t have anything good to say about this.  It’s fixing a mistake.  If it doesn’t get fixed it 
seems like we are going to have to assess the other 19 owners. 
 
Councilor Becallo asked again how they know this was a mistake. The minutes clearly state  
10 years. They are all retrospectively saying it was a mistake and none of the board members 
were here at that meeting.   
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Deputy Supervisor Burtis said the only way they would know it is a mistake; they had two 
contradicting things – the way it was written and the way it was set up to pay.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Councilor Venesky said the bottom line is we owe $17,631.00 and 19 residents are responsible 
for it.  So we can either present them with sticker-shock to pay this off or we can finance it at a 
lower rate and allow them to continue to pay it off over the short term.   
 
Councilor Becallo – When these people were told it was paid off in 2010?? 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked the board how they felt about this.  Are most of them in favor to 
amend this resolution? 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis asked if they thought they should table this. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked Ben Maslona if they have time to table this. 
 
Ben Maslona explained that the note actually matures on this, June 17th, so if it is tabled then it 
would not be able to be included with what they are currently working on – the financing, so it 
would have to be funded some other way. 
 
Councilor Venesky asked if they can’t include it, then we cannot just pay this off as a lump-sum, 
then they are going to have to (to Ben’s point) reassess the homeowners.  He is sure the 
homeowners would want some public input on that.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked what the interest rate is right now on this. 
 
Ben Maslona replied it’s at 3.12%.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano said it’s 3.21% and they are talking about a financing package of 1.5 or  
1 ¾ percent, so that is a savings and it would be less impact on the homeowner. 
 
Councilor Becallo said it was more of an impact because the homeowners were told it would be 
paid off in 2010. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked what the board’s pleasure is. 
 
Councilor Venesky replied that based on the current financial situation of a good number of 
people in this town, he would say roll it in. There is no good decision here to be made, but he 
doesn’t think that people are going to want to be faced with an additional $900 tax bill.   
 
Ben Maslona mentioned that if the Board voted the resolution “yes” tonight and they include it 
and next year after meeting with residents of that and they wanted to pay off the lump-sum next 
year in total then that’s their pleasure; it could be done at that point and time.   
 
Councilor Venesky said he would read the motion but clearly stated that he was not happy, as no 
one else is, but he feels that we have to do the right thing for the taxpayers of this town. 
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Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution approving a Bond Resolution amending 
the Board resolution of June 12th, 2000 to extend the probable useful life estimate for the Mud 
Mill Road Water District from twenty (20) to forty (40) years and thereby extending the finance 
period past the original ten (10) years pursuant to the following specific resolution: 
 

 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis asked what the options were.  If they put it in the bond, they could do 
what later? 
 
Ben Maslona said when it matures next April they could pay it off in full at that point and time. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis asked how they would do that. 
 
Ben Maslona explained that because it matures, then they have the flexibility to pay it off or not; 
that would be the towns or the residents’ decision.  
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Deputy Supervisor Burtis said this Board has fixed problems in the past for residents when we 
have made mistakes as a town.  We need more help to figure what should have been paid and 
how we are going to do it. It’s difficult. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the important point is that we have flexibility to pay this off at a later 
date. 
 
Councilor Venesky said as we move on with budgets and financing there are things that we have 
done this year that he is not happy with, but moving forward next year he thinks that they are 
going to make some better decisions that may have been made in the past.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked Tracy Cosilmon to call a roll call. 
 
The adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call which resulted as 
follows:  
 
 Councilor Venesky   VOTING  Yes 
 Deputy Supervisor Burtis  VOTING  Yes  
 Supervisor Zambrano   VOTING  Yes 
 Councilor Conway   VOTING  Yes 
 Councilor Becallo   VOTING   No    
 
Ayes – 4 and Noes -1.  Councilor Becallo voting no for the reasons he stated in the discussion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
 
SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH NORTH SYRACUSE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

FOR USE OF ITS VEHICLE FUELING FACILITY 
 

Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution for the Town of Cicero to enter into a 
Shared Services Agreement with the North Syracuse School District for use of its vehicle fueling 
facility at 5520 East Taft Road at an “at cost” rate, to be billed by the school district on a monthly 
basis, in exchange for the Town to sweep the parking lots at the five schools designated in the 
agreement:  Cicero Elementary, Lakeshore Elementary, Smith Road Elementary, Gillette Road 
Middle, and Cicero North Syracuse High School and to authorize the Supervisor to execute the 
agreement.  This agreement will be in effect for the period of August 1, 2014 through  
July 31, 2015.  
 
 Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   

 
 

SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING FOR JUNE 26, 2014 TO CONSIDER A ZONE 
CHANGE OF 30 PARCELS WITHIN A TRIANGULAR AREA BOUNDED BY TOTMAN 

ROAD, NORTHERN BOULEVARD AND EAST TAFT ROAD FROM REGIONAL 
COMMERCIAL TO GENERAL COMMERCIAL PLUS  

 
Supervisor Zambrano moved the adoption of a resolution to schedule a public hearing for  
June 26th, 2014 beginning at 6:30 p.m., at Cicero Town Hall, 8236 Brewerton Rd., Cicero, NY to 
consider a zone change for 30 parcels within a triangular area bounded by Totman Road, 
Northern Boulevard and East Taft Road from Regional Commercial to General Commercial Plus, 
for the properties bearing Tax Map No.s 056.-02-18.1, 056.-02-16.2, 056.-02-20.1, 056.-02-15.0,  
056.-02-21.2, 056.-02-12.3, 056.-02-25.2, 056.-02-29.1, 056.-02-28.1, 056.-02-23.3,  
056.-02-16.1, 056.-02-20.2, 056.-02-12.1, 056.-02-17.3, 056.-02-30.0, 056.-02-24.2,  
056.-02-11.1, 056.-02-12.2, 056.-02-32.1, 056.-02-16.3, 056.-02-14.0, 056.-02-17.0,  
056.-02-21.1, 056.-02-24.1, 056.-02-31.0, 056.-02-26.0, 056.-02-22.2, 056.-02-27.1,  
056.-02-23.7, and 056.-02-23.8 and having addresses as follows: 6239 East Taft Road, 
6267 East Taft Road, empty property on Totman Road, Tax Map No. 0.56.-02-20.1,  
6279 East Taft Road, Running Ridge Road , Tax Map No. 056.-02-21.2, East Taft Road, Tax 
Map No. 056.02-12.3,  7401 Round Pond Road, 6273 Running Ridge Road, 6313 Running Ridge 
Road, 7496 Round Pond Road, 6261 East Taft Road, 7380 Totman Road, East Taft Road 
property, Tax Map No. 056.-02-12.1, 7380 Totman Road, 7350 Round  Pond Road,  
6288 Running Ridge Road, property on Northern Boulevard, Tax Map No. 056.-02-11.1,  
6339 Running Ridge Road, 7502 Round Pond Road, 6265 East Taft Road, 6345 East Taft Road, 
6255 East Taft Road, 6226 Running Ridge Road, 6274 Running Ridge Road, 7351 Round Pond 
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Road, 7400 Round Pond Road, 6225 Running Ridge Road, 7470 Round Pond Road, 7488 Round 
Pond Road, 7515 Round Pond Road. 
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Venesky. 
 
 
 
 
 
Councilor Becallo said one property owner came forward because they wanted to do more with 
their property and he understands that, but why do these other properties deserve special benefits 
for a blanketed zone change. 
 
Councilor Venesky said he would like to be here for that public hearing.  His understanding, 
based on Bob Smith’s presentation at the last meeting, was that property was zoned, initially the 
idea was for big box stores development, in fact what happened was a lot of small business 
development and because of the current zoning those businesses are not able to utilize their 
property or expand their businesses based on the current zoning, so instead of changing the 
zoning for one property you take the whole block there and properly zone it for the owners (He 
stated that if his understanding was incorrect for someone to speak up)..   
 
Councilor Zambrano told Councilor Venesky she thought he was correct. Moving to General 
Commercial Plus allows more flexibility for the property owners and there’s issues with setbacks, 
so she thinks it is a benefit.. All property owners and the surrounding properties will be notified 
of the Public Hearing for June 26, 2014. This will include 30 properties total.  
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
 

PARKS & RECREATION 
 

Approval for Supervisor to sign the Inter Municipal Agreement for the CanTeen funding  
from the Town of Salina 

 
Councilor Becallo moved the adoption of a resolution for approval for the Supervisor to 
sign the Inter Municipal Agreement for the CanTeen funding from the Town of Salina. 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
 

TOWN HALL SECURITY 
 

Councilor Burtis moved the adoption of a resolution to award the bid to Priority 
Connections for installation of four exterior cameras to monitor the rest of the Town Hall 
Campus not currently under video surveillance, and for installation of four interior 
cameras to monitor the east and south hallways, the desk area of the Codes Office, and 
the Supervisor’s Office, at a cost of S6,939.17.   
 
To the best of his knowledge everybody, where these cameras are going everyone is okay 
with the cameras going into the offices. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said yes. 
 
 Quotes:  C& G Video $5,445.85 
     Priority Connections $6,939.17 
                (Gladd chose not to rebid with the reduced number of cameras) 
 
Chief Snell stated that Time Warner was not included because they charge a monthly 
monitoring fee.  
 
Councilor Becallo asked Chief Snell what we were trying to accomplish or prevent with 
these cameras. 
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Chief Snell stated that many of the problems at Town Hall are related to work place 
violence and these cameras can be used to mitigate situations. Also it will be used for 
security after hours around the outside of all of the buildings here at Town Hall.  
 
Councilor Becallo asked why the monitor would be in the Supervisor’s Office. 
 
Chief Snell stated that all the cameras around the Highway Department will be monitored 
in the Police Department.  He could connect all of the camera monitoring through the 
Police Department system if needed.  The camera data will be stored up to 10 days.  The 
new DVR that we are looking to purchase will store data for up to 30 days. The Town 
Hall cameras will store data up to 30 days being a new system.  
 
Councilor Becallo wanted to know how FOIL requests would be answered. 
 
Chief Snell shared how he handles FOIL requests through his office. If we get a FOIL 
request from insurance companies, lawyers or the District Attorney’s Office, we copy the 
DVD, charge $25.00 for the copy and forward it on. 
 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
 
Ayes -4 and Noes-1.  Councilor Becallo voting no, stating he was not for cameras in the hallways. 
                                    and watching over the employees                                                  
 
Motion carried.   
 
 

WORK SESSION 
 

Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to schedule the Town Board Work 
Session with representatives of the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals to review the 
Town’s established planning and variances procedures as well as the Town’s laws pertaining to 
same for June 11, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. at Cicero Town Hall.  
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
   

 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
Conduct Public Input pertaining to agenda items at the beginning of the Board meeting and 

conduct regular Public Input for non-agenda items at the end as usual 
 

Supervisor Zambrano stated Councilor Becallo has proposed that we consider having public input 
at the beginning of the meeting and asked if it was also at the end.  
 
Councilor Becallo replied the beginning of the meeting pertaining to the agenda items only and 
then regular public input at the end.  He said to give everybody 3 minutes and he will even 
provide a timer.  
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said after the topic had been brought up he had talked to an active 
member of the community and she thought that maybe we could go to  two or three other towns’ 
board meetings and see what they are like and where there public input is at and how it goes. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked if the intent is bringing information back for consideration. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis replied yes.   
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said if they could table this and he will have the information back and 
tell them how it goes, what they saw, discuss it some and make the resolution then if they would 
like. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano added that could be an option at the next Town Board meeting if it was the 
desire of the Board to have this public input we certainly could try it out at the next meeting 
pending a formal resolution. 
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Councilor Venesky said he would second it. 
 
Councilor Becallo asked Councilor Venesky if he was seconding his motion. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said no. She was saying that they were going to go and get additional 
information. 
 
Councilor Becallo asked if these towns were towns that had public input at the beginning or just 
randomly picked.  He said it should be all of the towns that have the agenda item before.  He 
doesn’t understand why they are stalling - just keep it to three minutes and use a timer. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano stated that she did not think that everyone was in favor of that. She has 
heard from other residents who think it is quite appropriate to contact the councilors and the 
supervisors with their questions and comments and have them brought up at the time the agenda 
item is brought up; so she doesn’t think it is a unanimous decision at this point and time.  This 
community member wanted to go and visit some other town board meetings and see how it 
worked, that’s not to say that we can’t do it at the next town board meeting. 
 
Councilor Becallo said it was a motion that was brought up last week and he was told that it 
would be an actual agenda item.  
 
Councilor Venesky said out of respect for everybody on this Board, and he certainly wants Open 
Government, he heard stories how some of the meetings got out of hand and people were 
chastised and held to egg-timers. He told Councilor Becallo he was for this, but he doesn’t think 
it’s going to hurt us if we wait until the next meeting.  
 
Councilor Becallo said he was pretty sure the minutes for this week said that it was made for a 
vote this week. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said we want backup and homework done on every other agenda item 
so he doesn’t know why we wouldn’t want homework done on this one. He doesn’t have problem 
with the vote; he thought they could get some work done and this group of people might be happy 
with that.  Not everything can go the way that everybody thinks.  We are trying to do what he 
thinks is best, which is to put it on the agenda for a vote next week and they’ll vote it whether or 
not they went to 1 or 3 meetings.  He asked if they have ever had public input at the beginning of 
a meeting at the Town of Cicero before. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano responded that she didn’t think so. 
 
Councilor Venesky encouraged anyone who has a question, if there is an issue with something, at 
any time, to call or email him and he will get back to them.  Councilor Becallo’s request will 
definitely be a vote at the next meeting.  
 
 

PUBLIC INPUT 
 

Lynn Jennings agreed with Councilor Becallo.  At the meeting he had stated that 
Supervisor Zambrano and he attended a town meeting that had the public input at the 
beginning of the meeting and it was excellent.  It’s time that towns’ (Salina, Clay, etc.) 
start thinking inside the box and not outside the box – this is us!  He doesn’t care what 
Clay does.  The residents show up to get something out of this meeting; they have an 
input.   
 
Councilor Venesky politely reminded Lynn Jennings that he was a member of this Board 
for 4 years.  We don’t need Salina or Clay or anyone else to make a decision. 
 
Councilor Jennings exclaimed that the subject has been brought up for three meetings 
now and he advocated this while he was on the board. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said one of the reasons they were going to Clay is because we 
can.  Councilor Jennings said he had wanted the public input 4 years ago while he was on 
the board, yet he didn’t get it done.  
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Councilor Jennings stated that it was because they had people that were against it.  That 
was the same thing as the councilors that got a little notice from the Supervisor at that 
time that there will be no more board comments. 
 
Councilor Jennings said if you look at Church Parkway East and Leroy, you need a  
4-wheel drive. There are holes, not just little pot holes - the whole street.  The Cornell 
Roads Study, a humidifying thing, and we ate all the stuff that was done wrong out in 
these new developments, but go over where he lives and take a look at those roads and 
hopefully we will get something done. 
 
Councilor Becallo asked Councilor Jennings what town it was that he went to that did 
have the public input.  
 
Councilor Jennings said it was Clay. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the value of the Cornell Roads Program was the assessment of 
the roads; it gave the board something objective to go by and it forced the board to get 
into having agreements with the Highway Superintendent about what roads would be 
prepared for that year.  It’s not the end-all and the Highway Superintendent has known 
since the beginning that he has the latitude to change that and in fact, he has changed the 
recommendations of that original priority list.  That Cornell Roads Program does not list 
things in stone then, it is flexible.  
 
Councilor Venesky said he had sat in on those meetings with Chris Woznica and the 
engineers and they have modified that plan.  
 
Don Snyder told Deputy Supervisor Burtis one of the ways he found out who was doing 
the public input was by going on the other towns’ websites and go to their agendas and 
minutes; he thinks Salina may have had that, so they may not actually have to physically 
go to the meetings.  He agrees that they have to time it. 
 
Don Snyder said the board was right with what they did in regards to the Mud Mill Water 
District.   
 
Chet Dudzinski had a couple safety issues. He stated that he was on the Town Board 
when they put up “No Parking” signs on Route 31 in front of Central Park and seventeen 
cars were parked there the other night.  There was also one parked across from Cicero 
High School because people can’t walk from the parking lot down to the baseball field 
for exercise. If we aren’t going to enforce the signs then take them down.  On Memorial 
Day, as his grandson was standing in the driveway, the new brush/garbage truck flew by 
his house.  Do they watch these people?  Do they actually know what they are doing and 
have they ever followed them?  He did.  There are no cones dropped behind their truck 
and the driver has just about all black on; somebody is going to get killed. He told 
Councilor Becallo that he was glad he was the one that actually had the courage to 
challenge some things and speaks his mind.   
 
A resident said in regards to the zone changes that back in the late 90’s when he was the 
Planning Board Chairman they did the Regional Commercial zoning at the time. They did 
not have General Plus so they basically have a conflict in some of the zoning now as to 
what they want to achieve. When they looked at that and it wasn’t really developed very 
much, one of the first companies that came in was Niagara Mohawk, and the whole thing 
was basically Regional Commercial because they were looking at it like outparcels where 
you could build something smaller, but again, if with the General Commercial Plus if that 
is impeding the development of the smaller parcels at the time they didn’t have that; they 
worked with what they had.  The changes that have to be made will be up to the Planning 
Board. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked the resident if he recalled when or how that change came 
about for that triangle by Totman and Northern Boulevard. 
 
The resident thought that O’Brien & Gere owned most of the property when they 
developed that and at the time we were looking to have one big footprint (FedEx, Niagara 
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Mohawk and Syracuse Research), and two or three of the companies had gone out so a 
lot of things changed in there.  At a homeowner’s association board that he is on they 
have monthly meetings at which they have opportunities to talk at the beginning of the 
meeting on items that are agenda items only.   
 
Judy Boyke said on Muskrat Bay Rd. and Mud Mill Rd. there are bicyclists, runners and 
evidently there are a couple of clubs and they are on the same night, which was tonight, 
on both sides of the road. There has been no notification of anything of the neighborhood 
at all.  It was quite a hazard because neither moves because they think it’s like Onondaga 
Parkway and it was quite hazardous coming down there tonight. 
 
Chief Snell this has been a growing problem and in the last 4 or 5 years it has become 
increasingly more of a problem. A lot of these events he is not privy to; they don’t ask for 
his assistance or they don’t notify him.  
 
Judy Boyke said these aren’t events; they have been a weekly night out.  It is a club 
because there is a flagger. It’s two different things, both sides of the road and it’s not two 
or three people its fifty. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis told Judy it was the Tri Club, primarily woman, who are trying 
to get ready for the Iron Girl.   
 
Chief Joseph Snell asked if there was a way that they could identify who the presidents of 
these clubs are so they could send a letter to them because what they want them to do is 
comply with New York State law.  
 
Judy Boyke suggested they send someone there on a Wednesday night and speak with the 
flagger.  
 
Judy Boyke suggested that they give the pre-agenda conversation for agenda items a try 
because the people here might not be as aggressive as the people in other towns. She said 
she was surprised that there was not a nomination for some new Board of Ethics people 
put on the agenda for this evening seeing as the Town of Cicero is not compliant with our 
Board of Ethics; we obviously have a situation going on in the town and how can we act 
on it if we don’t have a compliant Board of Ethics. 
 
Councilor Venesky agreed with Judy Boyke and said it is something that we haven’t 
tackled; there has been a lot behind the scene, but yes we need to fill that board and it 
should be an agenda item.  
 
Judy Boyke asked who the liaison to the Assessor’s Office was. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano replied that it was her. 
 
Judy Boyke said when she had brought up to the town board about the 03/2014 
Assessor’s agreement, and nobody got back to her, a couple of days later there appears a 
new contract on the website.  Further investigation that there appears to be several 
contracts with several different days scratched out  but there is only one that we received 
and stamped by Tracy Cosilmon and logged in as an official document.  There also 
appears to be some adjustment of dates and re-initialing that doesn’t appear to be the 
original initials.  If it was approved in the minutes and there has been no resolution since 
March 14, 2012, how is it possible to have another contract online?  She asked Councilor 
Venesky if this was brought to his attention for his review. 
 
Councilor Venesky replied that it was.  Everything has gone to DiNapoli’s office. He has 
not yet been contacted and doesn’t believe anyone else on the board has, but he can tell 
her that a request for review was sent to the Comptroller’s Office, and that is the proper 
channel, the Investigations Unit.  A request was sent not only to the local Syracuse office 
but also to the Albany office as well. 
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Judy Boyke asked Councilor Venesky if in regards to the Assessor if this was brought to 
his attention that there was a changed contract; she also asked the other councilors and 
they said no. She then asked Supervisor Zambrano. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said she believed that the Town Clerk was provided the wrong 
copy.  This was passed in 2012, for a two-year extension of that agreement.  She has the 
original memo from the supervisor at the time; Salina had proposed a 5 year contact and 
most of them were not receptive to it, so she believes that the Executive Session 
discussion had to do with making it a 2 year agreement and that’s what is crossed out – 
2016 is crossed out and 2014 is written in and those are Jim Corl’s initials. She has 
spoken to him and she believes that the Town Clerk was provided the wrong copy and 
when Judy had brought it to her attention she went online to see if it was there and she 
does believe that is the wrong copy. We passed for that agreement to expire at the end of 
December for this year and that is the copy of the agreement that she has had in her files 
ever since then. She always knew that the agreement was up at the end of this year. She 
spoke to the Town of Salina Supervisor as well and that was his recollection that Jim Corl 
had contacted him and said that we could not go with a 5 year we were going to go with a 
2 year agreement and this is what the board agreed to in executive session.  
 
Judy Boyke said it doesn’t make sense and she doesn’t believe it. She was here for that 
meeting and she vividly remembers that Lynn Jennings was on the board at that time and 
he argued for a 2 year as opposed to a 5 year; all of that is correct. When that document 
was accepted it was copied and put into the minutes it says March 14th.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano said again that she thought that the wrong copy was provided and 
posted. 
 
Judy Boyke asked Supervisor Zambrano why, when she asked her that question a month 
ago, so why did she not discuss it with any of the other board members.  Why did she 
arbitrarily post it as being the correct document? 
 
Supervisor Zambrano explained once again that she spoke to Jim Corl and Mark Nicotra 
and asked them what happened here, the wrong one got posted.  They both assured her 
that the December 31st date was the correct date.  She spoke to Tracy Cosilmon and told 
her that they were given the wrong copy.  It’s a legitimate agreement. 
 
Judy Boyke said it doesn’t matter whether it’s legitimate.  Supervisor Zambrano did not 
inform the other board members and it was a public question that she asked the board. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano assured Judy Boyke that nothing sinister occurred; it was a 
mistake.  The wrong agreement got posted.  She spoke to both supervisors, she was not 
the supervisor at the time, but both men are honorable men, there was nothing secretive 
about it and to suggest otherwise is disingenuous. 
 
Deborah Gardner asked when the justice department renovations are complete would that 
mean that we will not have predicated felons in other areas of the town hall. 
 
Chief Joseph Snell replied that the Town Hall is a public facility. Anyone is allowed in 
this Town Hall. The court runs records checks on their customers.  Whether they are 
predicated felons or Cinderella they can walk freely in this building. 
 
Chris Woznica asked the Board to talk to New York State again about putting a traffic 
signal at the intersection of Route 31 and Cicero Center; we have a new business going in 
there and there is going to be a lot more added traffic along with the development of 
Lyon’s Runne.  In the last 30 years, he along with Chet Dudzinski and Vern Conway 
have been to at least 25 fatality accidents there.  He can’t understand how Northern 
Boulevard and Island Road can be more dangerous than that intersection.  If nothing else, 
when his snow plow man comes up to that road, he probably has 20feet of plow and wing 
ahead of that driver’s window before they can pull out onto that intersection and it is very 
dangerous; the plow driver is out in at least half way through the one lane before he can 
see traffic coming from the west. He urged the Town Board to please look at putting a 
traffic light there. 
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Supervisor Zambrano stated she could certainly draft a letter to that affect.   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
Supervisor Zambrano moved the adoption of a resolution to adjourn the Town Board 
Meeting.   
 
Motion was seconded by Deputy Supervisor Burtis. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
      
There being no further business before the board, the meeting was adjourned at  
8:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________ 
Tracy M. Cosilmon 
Town Clerk 


