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STATE OF NEW YORK  
ONONDAGA COUNTY  
TOWN OF CICERO 
 

SS: 
 
Supervisor Zambrano called the Cicero Town Board Regular Meeting to order on Wednesday, 
May 27, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. at the Cicero Town Hall, 8236 Brewerton Road, Cicero, NY 13039. 
 
PRESENT:                 
         Jessica Zambrano  Supervisor 
         Mike Becallo  Councilor 
         C. Vernon Conway Councilor  
         Dick Cushman  Councilor  
         Mark Venesky  Councilor 
      
OTHERS PRESENT:                
         Christopher Woznica  Highway  
         Joseph Snell   Police Chief 
         Jody Rogers  Director of Youth Bureau and Parks & Rec. 
         Robert Germain   Germain & Germain, Town Attorney  
         Stephen Snell  O’Brien & Gere, Town Engineer 
         Tracy M. Cosilmon  Town Clerk 
         John Guariglia                    Saratoga Associates, Associate Principal       
         Helen Carroll                      Chairperson, Brewerton Revitalization 
 
 
Supervisor Zambrano welcomed everyone to the 10th Regular Meeting of the Town Board.  She 
said there were special guests from boy scouts in attendance and that there would be a 
presentation.   
 
Councilor Venesky introduced Scout Master Ron Hills, Trustee John Doherty and the Boy Scouts 
of Troop 333 who led with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Councilor Conway asked everyone to remain standing for our troops in harm’s way. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano pointed out where the emergency exits were and read the following 
statement: 
 
Please silence your cell phone and other electronic devices so that the meeting is not 
unnecessarily disturbed.  If you must speak on your cell phone, please exit to the back hallway or 
outside.  We also ask the audience to keep chatter at a minimum, so as not to disturb others. 
 
The Town acknowledges the importance of full public participation in all meetings and hearings.  
We therefore urge all who wish to address the Board to utilize the microphone at the front of the 
room.  If anyone is unable to hear, let us know and we will try to make the necessary adjustments. 
 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Councilor Conway moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the Town Board Meeting 
Minutes from the Regular Town Board Meeting held on May 13, 2015.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano said on page 3 of the minutes there was a statement that the Annual Update 
Document was an audit, and it was also reported in the Star Review that it was an audit, it was an 
Annual Update Document completed by our Comptroller.  It is a State Comptroller’s requirement 
that when we close our books that we submit this statement which is filed with the NYS 
Comptroller’s Office. 
 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
           . 
Ayes- 5 and Noes – 0. Motion carried unanimously.  
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APPROVAL OF ABSTRACT NUMBERS 20 & 21 

 
Councilor Cushman moved to approve the two abstracts, Abstract #20 (dated 5/18/2015), and 
Abstract #21 (dated 5/21/15) as presented. 
 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
 
Councilor Becallo commented that on the website Abstract 20 was Abstract 19; Abstract 20 was 
not posted. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said she would bring it to her secretary’s attention. 
 
Ayes- 5and Noes – 0. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Abstracts can be viewed on the Town’s website:  www.ciceronewyork.net 
 
 

BUDGET MODIFICATIONS/AMENDMENTS 
 
TOWN BOARD MEETING 
05/27/15 
 
Councilor Cushman moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the following budget 
modifications/amendments as follows:   
 

 
 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano solicited any questions, of which there were none. 
 
Ayes- 5 and Noes – 0. Motion carried unanimously. 
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RECOGNITION OF BOY SCOUT TROOP 333 

 
Councilor Venesky: We have some special guests here tonight; we have members of Boy Scout 
Troop 333. Scouting is a very important part of a young person’s development; it can be.  These 
young men have done a lot of community service things; some of the former scouts there were a 
member of Troop 333 have done some things as well.   
 
Councilor Venesky gave some of the history of Troop 333: Troop 333 was founded 46 years ago, 
and every year the troop holds an annual pancake breakfast, which is the troop’s primary 
fundraiser.  This year the troop served its 10,000th customer.  This milestone is important because 
it not only tells us that people seem to enjoy the pancakes; it reminds us that for over four-and-a –
half decades Troop 333 has been a part of the Cicero community.  Since its beginning, the troop 
has been sponsored by the South Shore Association on South Bay Road, and besides camping, 
nature, and other traditional scouting activities, Troop 333 also routinely performs community 
service projects in the Cicero area.  For over 46 years these have included:   

• Litter removal along town roadways  
• Cleaning up the beaches at Oneida Shores and William Park 
• Collecting food for our food pantries 
• Cleaning and sprucing up Cicero cemeteries  
• Collecting books for needy and sick children  
• A host of projects that include the building of picnic pavilions at Williams Beach Park, 

landscaping at the Town Hall and the CanTeen, trail development, benches and signage 
in our parks. 

•  
Many of these scouts have gone onto successful careers and have become solid pillars of their 
community.   
 
On behalf of the Town of Cicero, Councilor Venesky presented Troop 333 with a token of 
recognition and appreciation.  The plaque says “Presented to Boy Scout Troop 333 in 
Recognition for Outstanding Service to the Community." 
 
Troop 333 and the Cicero Town Board members: 
 

 
Back row (left to right) Councilor Mark Venesky, Supervisor Zambrano, Councilor Vernon 
Conway, Councilor Becallo and Councilor Cushman.  Front Row (left to right):  Scout Master 
Ron Hill, Zachary Hill, John Doherty, Alex Holmes, Jeremiah LaCelle, and Alex Champouillon. 
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COUNCILOR BECALLO’S REQUEST FOR VERN CONWAY, A CURRENT CICERO 

TOWN BOARD MEMBER, BE SELECTED BY THE CICERO TOWN BOARD TO 
OPERATE AS ACTING SUPERVISOR WHEN THE SUPERVISOR IS ABSENT FROM 

THE TOWN OR IS OTHERWISE UNABLE TO DISCHARGE THE POWERS AND 
DUTIES OF HER OFFICE 

 
Supervisor Zambrano stated this amendment was put on at the request of Councilor Becallo.  
They did have someone who wanted to speak to that item so Supervisor Zambrano asked Don 
Snyder if he wanted to speak.   
 
Don Snyder asked if he could hold his comments until the discussion had taken place because he 
may not need to speak to it at all.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano told him yes, to remind her at the end.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano: I do not consider this an appropriate motion.  We have had numerous 
conversations with our Town Attorney; I believe that the Town is compliant in appointing the 
Deputy Supervisor that we did appoint.   

 
Councilor Becallo:  This is exact verbatim last paragraph of my Letter to the Editor, Eagle News 
online: 
 
It is my belief that the position of deputy supervisor was never established by the Cicero Town 
Board, as required by NYS Law Section 42.  Therefore, if and when “the supervisor is absent 
from the town or is otherwise unable to discharge the powers and duties of her office,” I intend to 
nominate, as required by Chapter 5 (entitled “Authority, Succession of”) of the Cicero Town 
Code, a town board member, who has been elected to office by the voters of Cicero, to operate as 
acting supervisor, until such time as Supervisor Zambrano is able to do so. 
 
So I remove my motion because the Supervisor is still in town. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano:  You remove your motion because the supervisor is in town?   
 
Councilor Becallo:  Yes.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano:  And, if I am not at the next meeting that’s when you intend to introduce 
this resolution? 
 
Councilor Becallo:  If the Town Board chooses to do so. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano called on Don Snyder. 
 
Don Snyder said he had no comment at that point.  
 
 

NYSDEC MS4 SPDES PERMIT ANNUAL REPORT 
 

Steve Snell explained that the Town is the designated MS4, which stands for Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System, and this is administered through the DEC (Department of Environmental 
Conservation) through a permit process and the Town’s responsibility is to submit an annual 
report.   
 
A draft of the MS4 Annual Report was presented along with a brief overview of the 6 minimum 
measures that are required to be complied with under this Permit.  The 6 minimum measures 
include: 

 
Item 1 was completed by the CNY Stormwater Coalition, item 3 was completed by the Onondaga 
County Department of Water Environmental Protection and the remaining items were completed 
by the Town.  O’Brien & Gere collected information from the outside agencies and Town 
departments and included in the annual report form.   
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Steve Snell solicited any comments from the Board, of which there were none.  He said there was 
some updated information that they are going to post on the Town’s website, and they will 
include that on the final version.  
 
O’Brien & Gere will finalize the report and submit it to the NYSDEC by the June 1, 2015 
deadline. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER AMENDMENT OF THE CICERO 
TOWN CODE SECTION 198-3 “STOP INTERSECTIONS” 

 
Supervisor Zambrano said the public hearing pertains to the stop sign at Meltzer Court and 
Jamboree Lane.  The Supervisor explained that the Board had previously received a memo from 
Chief Snell that spoke to the issue, and she stated that there were a number of complaints about 
people not stopping there.   

 
Supervisor Zambrano had proof of publication and posting that the public hearing was duly 
advertised as required.  
 
The public notice read as follows: 

 

 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Town of Cicero Town Board will hold a Public Hearing for  

May 27, 2015 at 6:30 p.m., at the Cicero Town Hall, 8236 Brewerton Road, Cicero, New York to consider 
the amendment of the Cicero Town Code Section 198-3 “Stop Intersections” by Local Law to 
establish a four-way traffic controlled intersection at Meltzer Court and Jamboree Lane, as well as 
authorizing the installation of four-way stop signs at that intersection as needed.  By the order of the 

Cicero Town Board.   
 
DATED:  May 15, 2015 

TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF CICERO, 
COUNTY OF ONONDAGA, NEW YORK 
BY:  TOWN CLERK 
 
Supervisor Zambrano opened the public hearing at 6:50 p.m. 
 
Speaking for –   
 
Kyle Palmer (Cicero Family Fitness/Midstate Youth Hockey/Cicero Twin Rinks): We are 
fully in support of this resolution and local law. It has become a dangerous intersection, 
and we as the police department have fielded a number of complaints.  Another aspect of  
it too is the liability right now with nothing there is great for all parties involved, 
including the Town, including Loretto, and including ourselves, so thank you. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked if it was correct that one of the stop signs would be on the 
Cicero Rinks property. 
 
Kyle Palmer said yes. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked him if he was in favor of that. 
 
Kyle Palmer replied absolutely. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked Robert Germain if we needed written documentation on that. 
 
Robert Germain said no. 
 
Don Snyder asked if Kyle Palmer had to buy the stop sign, or if the Town will give it to 
him.  He said he is a member of the gym there, and he has personally been at that corner 
they are talking about.  He feels bad that probably a year ago he didn’t in fact bring it up 
because it’s been at least that long.  He said it got aggravated the moment Garden Grove 
opened up and that there’s no question about it, it is a four-way stop that needs to be put 
in. 
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Speaking against – None 
Supervisor Zambrano closed the public hearing at 6:55 p.m.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano solicited any comments or discussion from the Town Board. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano told Chief Snell his cover memo was quite comprehensive and asked him if 
there was anything else he’d like to add. 
 
Chief Snell said no.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked Chris Woznica if it was correct that there is one stop sign there now. 
 
Chris Woznica replied yes. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked if we would be adding three stop signs. 
 
Chris Woznica said they’d be adding two.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano told Chris Woznica that she was going to suggest that since he made the 
recommendation that we cover the cost of all of them and asked him if he was good with that. 
 
Chris Woznica said he was fine with that.  
 
Resolution:   
 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution that approved the Amendment of Cicero 
Town Code Section 198-3 “Stop Intersections” by Local Law to establish a four-way traffic 
controlled intersection at Meltzer Court and Jamboree Lane, as well as authorizing the installation 
of four-way stop signs at that intersection as needed.  Motion was seconded by Councilor 
Conway. 
 
Ayes – 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ABANDONED ROAD (Beechwood Avenue) 

Supervisor Zambrano stated that the public hearing was to consider abandoning a road.  She said 
this is a paper road, essentially, and Mr. Jim Turner wanted to speak to this.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano explained that this is Beechwood as shown on the Maple View Park Tract 
map.  This was an extension that was never maintained by the Town, it was never turned over to 
the Town, and it’s overgrown with trees and brush, etc., so in abandoning this road, if the road is 
in that direction, than that property will revert to the owners that are adjacent to the paper road.  
She asked Robert Germain if that was correct. 
 

Robert Germain said yes. By Operation of Law you are not abandoning the road because you 
don’t own it yet.  You never took dedication, but you are abandoning your right to take a future 
dedication of a road (we have a procedure where we will do a certified copy and record it in the 
Clerk’s Office).  But that way, by Operation of Law, the adjoining land owners will take to the 
center line of the paper street. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano had proof of publication that this public hearing was duly advertised as 
required.  
 
The public notice read as follows: 

 

 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Town of Cicero Town Board will hold a Public Hearing for  

May 27, 2015 commencing at 6:30 p.m., at the Cicero Town Hall, 8236 Brewerton Rd., Cicero, New York to 
consider the request of James Turner for a formal abandonment of the Town’s right to dedication to 
a once proposed undeveloped paper road described as Beechwood Avenue as shown on the Maple 
View Park Tract map filed in the office of the Onondaga County Clerk on September 15, 1925.  The 
proposed Beechwood Avenue was shown as 70 foot wide and approximately 200 yards in length. 
Abandonment of the right to take dedication of a roadway will result in the land being abandoned to 
all adjoining land owners to the center line of the proposed roadway.  By the order of the Cicero Town 

Board. 
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DATED:  May 15, 2015 

TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF CICERO, 
COUNTY OF ONONDAGA, NEW YORK 
BY:  TOWN CLERK 
 
Supervisor Zambrano opened the public hearing at 6:55 p.m. 
 
Speaking for –  
 
James Turner: Well the reason why I am doing this is I plan on building a home back there and I 
just want to put in a driveway; that’s pretty much all I want to do. 
 
Councilor Venesky jokingly said to James Turner, you don’t want the highway running through 
your home? 
 
James Turner said he didn’t.  He said he’d like to take ownership of it because the people that live 
there in the neighborhood, they actually go through there with four-wheelers, dirt bikes, and 
snowmobiles. He would just like to put a driveway so he could get back there and build a home. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano: So you want to build a house then?  
 
James Turner:  Yes. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked if anyone else wanted to speak for or against the abandonment of this 
road. No one responded. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said she did not go out and inspect the area but she knows our Highway 
Superintendent went to look to see if there was any remnant of road, and there was not. 
 
Chris Woznica agreed. 
 
Speaking against – None 
 
Supervisor Zambrano closed the public hearing at 6:56 p.m.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano solicited any comments or discussion from the Town Board.  
 
Board Comments:  None 
 
Resolution: 
Supervisor Zambrano moved the adoption of a resolution approving the application of James 
Turner formally abandoning and releasing the Town’s right to take dedication to a once proposed 
undeveloped paper road described as Beechwood Avenue as shown on the Maple View Park 
Tract map filed in the office of the Onondaga County Clerk on September 15, 1925.  This 
resolution also authorizes the Town Clerk to prepare a certified copy of this resolution for 
recording and the Supervisor to execute any and all documents required to accomplish the 
intention of this resolution including individual quit claim deeds if requested by individual 
adjoining land owners or Onondaga County mapping.  Motion was seconded by  
Councilor  Cushman. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING MORATORIUM 
 

Supervisor Zambrano said the public hearing is an amendment to the Route 11 Moratorium.  She  
asked Councilor Venesky (since he had kind of taken lead on this) if he would like to comment.  
 
Councilor Venesky: Yes.  We felt, and still feel, that we had a potentially dynamic economic 
opportunity with what’s happening in the town of Brewerton with the race park.  We took a look 
at how could we turn that race park in Brewerton into a win-win for the hamlet of Brewerton, and 
for the Town of Cicero.  After discussions, we decided that we could really use some 
infrastructure there; it was decided that if we could get the County and the State to help us that we 
could put sewer lines that would run from Twin Rinks up to Brewerton to connect with the 
sewers in Brewerton. That could open up some great economic opportunities for us to add jobs 
with some hotels, and some restaurants, and really give this town, and the hamlet of Brewerton a 
shot in the arm.  One of the things, we have had many meetings with Onondaga County Planning, 
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Vern and I have had meetings with Former Mayor Driscoll, who at that time was responsible for 
directing some of the State monies.  The County had asked us, they said one thing that we think 
you should do is propose a moratorium for any building until they had an opportunity to look at 
the zoning in that area.  It was brought to our attention that there was seven (7) different zones, 
and we asked them if they would (on our behalf) look at that for us and come up with a workable 
solution to meet our objective.  A week ago Friday I had a meeting with Megan Costa and Tom 
Rhoads of Onondaga County on Hiawatha Blvd., and Megan had come back and said that she had 
identified 233 acres of developmental property that runs between Mud Mill Road up to the hamlet 
of Brewerton, so we had then just asked if we could rescind the moratorium on any of the 
property from Mud Mill Road south and they felt it was a good idea; that’s why we are here 
today.  I know that it caused an issue for some of the people, but we promised you that we would 
move quickly and we have the best interest of Cicero at heart.  So before we get into the 
resolution I would like to add this to the resolution.   
 
Councilor Venesky asked Supervisor Zambrano if she wanted to have the public hearing first. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said yes. 

 
Supervisor Zambrano stated she had proof of publication that the public hearing was duly 
advertised as required.   
 
The public notice read as follows:  
 
 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Town of Cicero Town Board will hold a Public Hearing for  

May 27, 2015 commencing at 6:30 p.m., at the Cicero Town Hall, 8236 Brewerton Rd., Cicero, New York to 

consider an Amendment of Local Law #1 of the Town of Cicero (Temporary Development 
Moratorium within the Route 11 corridor) to amend the study/moratorium area to the portion of 
Route 11 in the Town of Cicero from the intersection of Mud Mill Road north to Brewerton.  The 
purpose of this amendment is to redefine the study area for the study.  By the order of the Cicero Town 

Board. 
 
DATED:  May 15, 2015 

TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF CICERO, 
COUNTY OF ONONDAGA, NEW YORK 
BY:  TOWN CLERK 
 
Supervisor Zambrano opened the public hearing at 7:01 p.m.  
 
Deborah Gardner:  As you know, I was opposed to this moratorium from the beginning. If you’re 
not going to get rid of the moratorium this is the next best thing.   
 
Judy Boyke:  We only have one end of the moratorium starting at Mud Mill Road, what is the 
other end? Where does it end? 
 
Councilor Venesky said it would go north.  
 
Judy Boyke:  Where, to the bridge? 
 
Councilor Venesky said no, it goes to the hamlet itself.  So you are looking at somewhere around  
2500 feet, a little bit more; he didn’t have the exact parameter for it.   
 
Judy Boyke:  But you don’t know where it ends?  How can you do a moratorium if you’ve got an 
open end?  
 
Councilor Venesky and Councilor Cushman both replied that it was from the border of the hamlet 
in Brewerton.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano told Councilor Venesky that from previous discussions she thought that it 
ended at Orangeport Road. 
 
Councilor Venesky said we are going from Mud Mill to Orangeport. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked if it ends at Orangeport?  
 
Councilor Venesky said that was right. 
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Judy Boyke:  Well, sewers start at O’Mara so why would you take it to Orangeport? There are 
already sewers there.  
 
Councilor Venesky said that this is what Megan Costa of Onondaga County Planning 
recommended because that area comprises of 233 acres within that zone. 
 
Judy Boyke:  I can’t imagine, because the biggest acreage is where St. Agnes Catholic Church is 
and then there is, I think it’s fourteen acres that the Town owns that’s Forever Green, and then it’s 
the Baptist church, and then Tom Mafrici owns some property on the west side.  On the east side 
there is not 233 acres, but I really think in order for you to make this moratorium (and I agree 
with Ms. Gardner that you’ve started this moratorium, and this is the third time), I  really think 
it’s redundant.  Could you give us a little bit of what went on in your workshop this afternoon in 
regards to the sewers?  Would you share that with the people so that they know that there was a 
workshop this afternoon in any case anybody didn’t know about it. 
 
Councilor Venesky: Well first of all, people did know about it.   
 
Judy Boyke:  Well I said in case they didn’t know. 
 
 Councilor Venesky:  That’s the Supervisor’s prerogative if she wants to review that. 
 
Judy Boyke:  Was there anything that came up that would help us to understand if we really need 
this moratorium?  
 
Supervisor Zambrano explained that the workshop that afternoon related to a study that was done 
about the collecting system; the sewer pipes leading into the Brewerton Treatment Plant.  This 
study was a year-long study and it identified areas that needed repair or improvement that 
increased the I&I (Infiltration/Inflow) of water into the sewer system, which overburdens the 
treatment plant.  They are asking for the Town to develop a long-range plan on how to address 
these areas.  They did identify specific areas that needed improvement; they looked at something 
like 33,000 linear feet of sewer pipe. She said the report is quite comprehensive actually, and they 
are concerned about the extension of sewers without having some offsets.  So one of the cautions 
was that you want economic development, but you have to take care of the pipes/the issues with 
the collecting system so that you can have increased capacity and development of sewers; so they 
relate but it really didn’t relate directly. 
 
Judy Boyke: Those are County owned. The County owns the sewer.  The County owns the 
treatment plants. So I am curious as to when they talk about the infrastructure being replaced is  
the cost obviously, and how it’s going to work out with the Town when a lot of people have 
already paid their taxes, so to speak, and to prepare just in case of these sewers. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano explained that the County owns the treatment plant and the mains.  The 
Town owns all the other sewers, so there are some County trunks, but everything coming off 
them the Town owns. 
 
Judy Boyke:  Okay.  So I just would suggest before you go ahead that you have some sort of 
closure on the end of this. And again, I don’t believe in either moratorium because according to 
Mr. Driscoll if we get on the list to put the sewers in, he said it’s going to be at least three years 
before we can even get on the list because he said that’s where he was. 
 
Councilor Venesky:  We are following the recommendations by the Onondaga County Engineers 
and Managers.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said this is a recommendation from the planning people that we just 
concentrate on the 233 acres.  
 
Judy Boyke:  So we are concentrating on sewers, or we are concentrating on a restriction of 
zoning, which is it? 
 
Councilor Venesky:  We are focusing on the package.  We are looking for zoning in that area that 
is not going to affect the other residents, and we are also looking for sewers that run all the way to 
the Twin Rinks; that’s what we’ve asked for and that’s what we are fighting for, yes. 
 
Judy Boyke thanked him. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked if anyone else wanted to comment for or against this moratorium 
relief.  No one responded.  
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Supervisor Zambrano closed the public hearing at 7:09 p.m.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano solicited any other comments from the Town Board. 
 
Board comments:  None 
 
Councilor Venesky:  I’d like to add just a footnote to Agenda item #11, and state for the record 
that we have been working with County Planning and our own Planning Board to come up with 
a workable plan to facilitate commercial development around the Route 11 corridor.  We are not 
looking to the State and County for infrastructure help or for improvements to infrastructure for 
the purpose of expanding residential housing.  It is the intention of the majority of this board that 
by the end of the first quarter next year we will have amended and accepted our Comprehensive 
Plan for the Town of Cicero; that plan will reflect our intention to promote commercial 
development and not residential development along the corridor.   
 
Resolution: 
Councilor Venesky moved to Amend the moratorium area to the portion of Route 11 in 
the Town of Cicero from the intersection of Mud Mill Road north to Brewerton.  The 
purpose of this amendment is to redefine the study area for study.  [Amendment of Local 
Law #1 of 2015 of the Town of Cicero (Temporary Development Moratorium within the 
Route 11 corridor)]. Motion was seconded by Councilor Cushman. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 

LOCAL WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION PROGRAM (LWRP) 
Contract No. C006913 Phase III Construction 

 
Supervisor Zambrano said they were going to consider Phase III of the LWRP Grant for 
Riverfront Park.  She asked Jody Rogers to provide an overview of the project because 
this project has been started for about 10 years (2006), and we are at a critical point. 
 
Jody Rogers: I gave everyone a color-coded map because in talking with a lot of different 
people, residents, as well as the Board, and others in the community; it seems that we 
kind of lumped this all as one big project. It is the way that the State of New York and the 
Federal government looked at this project; they looked at every section of the project in 
order to fund it.  Each project is independent, but yet it’s tied together as one main 
project, starting with the Schumer Grant on Route 11, which then went to the park, which 
then was the parcels, and then now we are on Bennett Street.  Looking at the map (as 
shown below) that I gave everyone: 
 

• The Community Development project is done; that’s the orange,  
• the yellow we are finishing up; we are probably two weeks out before that project 

is finished along the sea wall. 
• The black dots are the actual test pits that you approved at the last board meeting 

for $3,650 of Town money.  The test pits are the two (2) parcels that we are still 
working on and that’s a Schumer Grant portion of that. Once the test pits are done 
and the DOT (Department of Transportation) can take the properties it has then to 
be turned over to the Town. Once it’s turned to title to the Town, then 

• the New York State Park Grant (which is in the green area) kicks in and that 
would have to be budgeted.  Our share of that grant is listed as $275,000 (that 
isn’t anything possible probably until 2017 or 2018, and that’s only if the State 
Parks will allow us to maintain that grant and not spend it until that time).  

• The red portion of this project (which is the LWRP) is the specific design overall 
project area, with the blue area being the work zone of that. 
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Jody Rogers: In talking with our point person with the State of New York, Valeria Ivan, 
she had told us that the total grant was $254,550, which would mean that the Town’s 
share to spend on that would be $127,000 and change.  The deadline for that grant is the 
end of this year so we only have this construction season to spend that money, or to spend 
a portion of that money on this project.  In talking with Valaria, and this is a quote from 
her “Realize that this is a challenge for the Town, but the only thing that we can do at this 
time is have the design done for the overall project, get the permits done at this season, 
and start some work on it, and spend down as much of that money as you can in this 
season.”   
 
The max amount that we’re looking for from the town is $90,750.  The Brewerton 
Revitalization Committee is looking at donations of trees and tree grades, and to try and 
bring that number down so the max contribution in cash would be $90,000. By doing the 
design work now, in this phase, it allows us to move onto the next phase of grants if we 
are interested to do the rest of Bennett Street; to put sidewalks on both sides of the street 
(both north and south) and bring them all the way to the library; which the library in 
Brewerton is having very, very, heavy use by the residents in that community, so it would 
allow people from Route 11 to get down to the library to get to the park as well.  It also 
gives us a leg up for the next round of grants, which the Local Waterfront Redevelopment 
Grant is within that CFA Grant Program, so when whoever submits for additional 
funding up there, it goes through the CFA granting program.   
 
Just as a note, I asked Shirlie [the Comptroller] today, the Town of Cicero has spent 
money on this overall project, which all of these are independent, but one main larger 
project, approximately, $976,886 on doing surveys, and studies, and what not.  It started 
in 2006, through 2009, and then shovels went in the ground and we actually saw work 
being done in 2013, and we’ve progressed from 2013 now to 2015.  The Schumer Grant 
has about $535,000 left in it.  It’s total cash money to the Town; we spend it up front but 
we get it all reimbursed so we have no match for the Schumer Grant.  So right now, as we 
sit with this project, the $90,000 allows us to get the Bennett Street project started, 
designed, and we are working with the Nations to get the two parcels.  Once we have that 
it takes about a year for those parcels to be turned over to the Town, and then from there 
(if the money is still available with State Parks) we would be able to utilize that grant 
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budgeting our share, which is $275,000 to do construction and work on that portion of the 
grant area. So I hope that answers your questions and adds a visual so that you really see 
what we are talking about.   
 
Jody Rogers solicited any questions, of which there were none.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said there were three people that wanted to speak to this issue. 
 
Deborah Gardner: Before those people that are for the Brewerton Revitalization project 
get angry at me, please hear everything I have to say. In the very beginning, I was totally 
against this project. And, if you asked me five years ago I would have said these are some 
costs just throw it all in. But so much progress has been made in the last three years, and I 
hate to see this project go down the drain now.  From what Jody says, and I have a lot of 
respect for Jody, she knows more about grants I think than anybody else in this town.  I 
think we should go forward with this immediately.  
 
Judy Boyke: I am also in favor of the project, and understanding every road block that 
has come along to put this to a halt at one time or another. But I have very scary feelings 
in regards to the new test pits, and the reason I say this is because I have a book on 
Brewerton, seeing as I’ve lived there all my life, and I remember quite a ways back.   
There is a sign that sets right next to where two test pits are and I can’t pronounce the 
name of the indian tribe, but it’s Techiroguen, and it is the site of their indian village right 
next door to two test pits; it’s right on the White’s property that was there.  Is it not the 
Historical Preservation Society that’s also involved in this? 
 
Jody Rogers said yes.  That’s what the test pits are for to clear the archeological portion 
of this. 
 
Judy Boyke:  So what happens if we find something? 
 
Supervisor Zambrano announced that John Guariglia was at the meeting. She said we did around 
15 or 16 test pits before and very minor artifacts were found.  We expect that there’s going to be 
minor artifacts found this time.  We have been told that the Native Americans that used the area 
used this particular area for fishing and smoking their fish, she said she didn’t know if that was 
true or not.  
 
Judy Boyke said it was not true according to the book she had. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano told Judy she did not have the book that she has, but she would be surprised 
if there were human remains that were found.  If there were human remains that were found she 
would expect there would be negotiations with the Native Americans to remove the remains and 
have them properly buried.  
 
(tape change) 
 
John Guariglia said he’d be really surprised if the tests came back and artifacts were actually 
found in this area because this area has been heavily disturbed already with foundations and the 
development of Bennett Street.  The guess is, at this point, that not much will be found. 
 
Judy Boyke said she just wanted to bring that up because obviously it would throw another 
monkey wrench into the success of this. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said we don’t expect to acquire those properties actually until 2016 because 
the State would be the ones to go ahead and do that.  Her feeling is that we have to keep the 
project moving forward with the test bits and with this development in order to keep the project 
alive.  
 
Judy Boyke said she understands because it’s a grant.  She said we have done several, several 
designs, why do we have to design more? 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said John Guariglia could speak to that.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano explained that what happens is that there is a conceptual plan, and that’s 
passed around to committee members, to members of the board, asking if they like it.  Then, there 
are negotiations with the Department of State and with DOT; it has been a bureaucratic nightmare 
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trying to get that. There have been different conceptual designs, but once the design drawing goes 
in that’s what gets approved and we’ve had very little approved so far.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked John Guariglia where we are with the construction design [for Phase 
III] for this proposal and if it has been submitted. 
 
John Guariglia answered that Bennett Street has been designed, but the south side hasn’t; that’s 
what was also being included in Phase III as well. The other thing though is, taking it from the 
conceptual design, including the Phase III study area, and actually bring them closer to 
construction documents for the entire project area so that way the Town can pursue additional 
grant monies, so it will be easier for the Town to obtain those. 
 
Judy Boyke said with this being time driven are we going to be able to do that? 
 
Supervisor Zambrano replied yes.  If this gets approved by the Board we will be able to do that. 
With Phase II, we kind of ran out of construction season last year, so you have to start the process 
fairly early to get the thing in and get it back approved with whatever modifications they might 
want and then to bid it and schedule it. 
 
Judy Boyke said with Phase II she saw that we had a deadline of having to complete that by 
December 31st of last year. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano explained that there was a deadline. But, we had substantial work done and 
we ran out of weather, so they allowed us to carry over from one year to the next, and that could 
happen with this.  It’s just that we’ve got to start the project and spend the majority of the money. 
 
Wayne Carroll read the following letter: 
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Supervisor Zambrano asked if the signatures on the letter were from the committee members. 
 
Helen Carroll said yes, and it also included Bob Walczyk’s signature.  She said she was talking to 
one of her customers, who happened to own a landscaping company, and asked him when the 
time was right if he would donate a tree and he took out $150 and gave it to her for a donation 
towards the trees. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said if there are donations, and we are going to be looking at in-kind 
services to help defray the total costs of $90,750, so that would help. 
 
Helen Carroll said when they looked at it there are two things that we can get donations for; she 
was just talking in passing and the man gave her $150 towards the trees. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano solicited any further discussion from the Board. 
 
Councilor Venesky: I would like to bring to the attention of the Board two things.  First of all, I 
am for this project. I want to state for the record that we are going to see this project through.  I 
think it’s a good thing for the Town of Cicero, I think it’s a good thing for the town of Brewerton, 
however, I don’t think we need to vote on this resolution tonight in light of the fact that it was 
brought to my attention by a member of the Onondaga County Legislature that there could be 
additional LWRP grants.  We are looking at it, but I haven’t gotten an answer back yet. In a 
conversation that I had with the Supervisor the other day, who mentioned to me that there could 
be County money available, I don’t see any harm. I am concerned about going into fund reserve 
again and I want to state that this board (I know there’s a lot of other boards, there’s been a lot of 
supervisors, and a lot of members who have put effort into this project), but it was this board that 
actually got those shovels to turn, so I think the commitment to this project has been 
demonstrated by what we’ve done to this point.  However, before we go into our reserve fund, 
because this has not been budgeted, and we spend $90,750 of everybody’s money (the entire  
taxpayer people of Cicero), I think we owe it to ourselves to explore those couple of other grants.  
I don’t see that there would be any harm or major setback in delaying this project by a couple of 
weeks for us to review it and to review those other funding sources.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked Councilor Venesky if his approval will be contingent on getting 
other funds from other grants.  Was that what he was saying? 
 
Councilor Venesky: No.  I am saying I think we should take a look at and explore and see if there 
are other funding sources available.  I suppose we could have a discussion about some of the 
pressing needs that this town is going to be facing, and it’s not a matter of not completing the 
project - I am for the project.  I think the board members, if you speak to them individually or 
collectively, we will tell you that we are for the project and we are looking to see it through. 
However, the Town is also faced with some very significant financial obligations next year that 
will impact all of us. I’m just saying that I do not have a problem. I don’t see a significant 
setback, and waiting another town board meeting cycle to investigate some of those potential 
additional funding opportunities.  
 
Councilor Becallo asked Councilor Venesky if he was asking to table this one meeting. 
 
Councilor Venesky said he was. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said she believed that we need to commit to this $90,750, one way or 
another.  If we get additional grant money that’s fine, but the question is Is this board in favor of 
this project or is it not? If you’re not in favor of the project then vote against it.  
 
Councilor Becallo said he didn’t think it was a question of whether they were in favor, or not if 
favor, he believed that Councilor Venesky is just asking for a little bit more time, which was he is 
willing to give him.   
 
Councilor Becallo seconded Councilor Venesky’s motion to table this issue. 
 
Jody Rogers commented that you cannot use County money, State money, or Federal money to 
match anything of our shares; it only can be private donations or tax dollars that we get from 
other sources. She said that there was talk about Community Development money coming 
through; we cannot use anything other than tax dollars or a donation to much with our township.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano explained to Councilor Venesky that you cannot use a LWRP grant.  You 
can’t use State money to fund our matching part. There is a County, what she’ll call ‘slush-fund’ 
that comes from hotel taxes that could be used for economic development, but that is about the 
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only thing.  She told him he was misinformed if he was told that we could use an LWRP grant; 
we simply cannot.   
 
Councilor Venesky:  With all due respect Madam Supervisor,  you brought to my attention and 
just confirmed to the people in this room that there could be County monies available for 
waterfront and economic development.  I think by putting this project off and tabling it for two 
weeks instead of rushing to spend $90,000, encumbering $90,000 today, when it can wait until 
we have a definitive answer for two weeks, I don’t think it’s unreasonable to ask for that.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano: So, if in two weeks, if there is no County money available from this slush-
fund will you vote in favor of this project. 
 
Councilor Venesky:  I’m not going to tell you how I am going to vote.  But I am saying that I will 
entertain it after this board has discussed it and they are fully aware of the ramifications, and then 
we will bring it up for a vote again.  I’m not going to tell you today how I am going to vote, I will 
not allow you to push me into a corner. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said Ryan McMahon, the County Legislator Chairman, has been 
approached and he is tentative at best about entertaining this. 
 
Councilor Becallo asked when that was. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said he was approached by our County Legislator.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano told Councilor Venesky that the people deserve to know whether he is 
going to fund it.  
 
Councilor Venesky stated again that he is not going to allow her to bully him into making a 
statement; he said what he wanted to say.  This town is facing serious obligations, and he thinks 
that they owe it to all of the taxpayers in the Town of Cicero to take a deep breath and see if the 
additional funding mechanism may be available that she herself brought to the table.  
 
Councilor Becallo told Councilor Venesky if he wanted two weeks until the next board meeting 
then he would second the motion to table this for one more board meeting. 
 
Councilor Venesky stated that the motion had been seconded.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the motion was on the table and asked for a vote.  
 
 Ayes - 4 and Noes - 1.  Motion carried.  
 
The issue was tabled until the next town board meeting (June 10, 2015) 
 
 

SET PUBLIC HEARING DATE TO CONSIDER STOP SIGN INSTALLATION 
ON MATILDA GAGE AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER WHERE IT 

INTERSECTS WITH ASA EASTWOOD 
 

Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution setting a Public Hearing for June 
10, 2015 commencing at 6:30 p.m. local time to consider installing a Stop Sign on 
Matilda Gage at the northwest corner where it intersects also with Asa Eastwood.  
Motion was seconded by Councilor Becallo. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said there is a memo from Chief Snell talking about the issue with 
this intersection.   
 
 

DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS (Grandview Drive and Bethlehem Lane) 
 

Supervisor Zambrano said the Drainage Committee is now up, active, meeting, and going 
on site to look at various complaints about drainage problems. There is one long standing 
problem that has been identified and the Drainage Committee is making a 
recommendation.  
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Steve Snell said they met with the Drainage committee and reviewed a pretty major 
improvement at the end of Grandview Drive; there’s an existing drainage line that runs 
from Grandview north and empties into Vollmer Creek.  Basically the pipe is in very 
poor condition currently and there is one to two feet of standing water at the end of 
Grandview Drive.  The pipe is likely concrete and it’s separated; it currently goes 
underneath some trees adjacent to a house at the end of Grandview Drive. It’s in very 
poor condition so what we are looking at doing is installing a new line adjacent to that, 
improving the drainage at the end of Grandview Drive, and then also providing a way to  
connect some pumps to that new storm sewer.  They also have some complaints from Bethlehem 
Lane (which is adjacent to on the other side of Grandview) so it helps improve at the end of 
Grandview Drive, and it also helps the drainage of the rear yards of the properties on Bethlehem 
Lane. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked approximately how many properties will be affected by this 
improvement. 
 
Steve Snell said he didn’t have the number in front of him, but it could be fifteen properties. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked if this has been a long standing problem. 
 
Chris Woznica said they have been dealing with this problem for about ten years.   
 
Councilor Conway commented that it has been at least ten years that we’ve had the problem.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano told Councilor Conway that he is quite familiar with this problem.  She said 
Councilor Conway has been out to look at this every year, she guesses, for the last ten years. 
 
Councilor Conway said he had, and noted that Chris Woznica has been there too. It is a problem, 
and there are several big trees that have to be removed; everybody has been afraid to do it before. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked if there were any questions, of which there were none. 
 
Councilor Conway moved for a resolution to approve $56,219.90 to LaFleur Constructors, Inc. 
for drainage improvements at the end of Grandview Drive, also including properties on 
Bethlehem Lane.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Venesky. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 

PERSONNEL MATTERS 
 

A.  Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to appoint the following individuals: 
• Andrew Bukowski and Zachary Mauer as Recreation Attendants (William Park) at a pay 

rate of $11.00 hour effective 5/23/2015 
 
Councilor Becallo if the $11.00 an hour was a pay increase.   
 
Jody Rogers said no, it’s a budgeted amount. 
 

• Danielle Scripa as a Park Laborer at a pay rate of $12.00/hour effective 6/1/2015 
• Kayla Ventura, Demitri Dana, Tina Hoag, and Gabrielle Nicolini as Recreation 

Attendants at a pay rate of $9.00/hour effective 6/23/2015 
• Arryn Gring as a Recreation Attendant at a pay rate of $9.00/hour effective 6/23/2015 
• Brianna Echols as a Recreation Attendant at a pay rate of $9.00/hour effective  

6/29/2015 
 

Supervisor Zambrano seconded the motion. 
 
Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
B. Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to approve a pay rate change for 
Andrew Osborne and Jacob Christian (both Park Laborers) to $12.00/hour.   
 
Councilor Venesky said he believed those were from $9.00 hour and asked if that was correct.  
 
Councilor Becallo asked if those were budgeted increases as well.   
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Jody Rogers said they were not, but she has $1,000 in one of her accounts to pay for this; she 
believes it is a $3500 difference. The reason she was asking for the increase is because a number 
of these young people that Highway Department is approving was approved for her crew 
originally and they jumped ship because of $9.00 hr. vs. $12.00 hr. rate. She said Chris’ crew and 
her crew are the same kids; they are basically doing a summer part-time seasonal job, so she is 
trying to make it equitable across the board for both.  
 
Councilor Venesky said he’d like to take a look at this for next year. 
 
Jody Rogers said she looked at her budget.  But, because she’s having problems with the fence at 
William Park she needs staffing out there more than she expected.  They had some problems out 
there already this week and because she doesn’t have people out there during the week (she only 
had them on weekends) her full-time staff has to keep putting up the fence because people keep 
knocking it down at night.  
 
Councilor Venesky said next year, moving forward, he’d like to talk about this.  He thinks it was 
in a conversation he had with Deputy Supervisor Meyer that he came up with an idea that perhaps 
we can look at this next year as an internship and be able to sell this to some of the college kids.  
 
Councilor Becallo asked where the money was coming from.  
 
Jody Rogers explained that she would take it from the William Park Beach Attendants and move 
it from the A7150.11 to the Parks code A7110.11. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano explained that this is a budget modification, not an amendment that we are 
just moving money around to cover the difference. 
 
Councilor Becallo appreciated the explanation.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano solicited any further questions or comments, of which there were none.  
 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 

Highway Department: 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to appoint the following individuals as 
Highway Department summer help at a pay rate of $12.00 hour effective June 1, 2015 through 
August 14, 2015, Monday thru Thursday 6:00 am. to 4:00 p.m: 
 

• Tase Enmulat, Benjamin Mayers, Troy McIntyre, Eric Hamilton, and  Nicolas Arcaro  
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Cushman. 
Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE 

 
Councilor Cushman moved the adoption of a resolution to add Sergeant James Snell’s name to 
the list of authorized employees that will be utilizing the credit cards.  Motion was seconded by 
Councilor Venesky. Supervisor Zambrano seconded the motion. 
 
Ayes - 4 and Noes – 1.  Motion carried.  Councilor Becallo:  I am opposed, I have to  
                                                                  maintain consistency, I am against the credit cards. 
 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
Councilor Conway moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the following: 

• $17,000.00 to Crossroads Highway for various sizes and quantities of corrugated steel 
pipe  

• $21,000 to Steel Sales for various plastic pipe 
 

Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano.  Supervisor Zambrano explained that these are 
budgeted items and necessary supplies for the Highway Department to do their work. 
 
Ayes – 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried 
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PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 

The Cicero Town Clerk received Services Proposals on May 13, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. at the Cicero 
Town Hall, 8236 Brewerton Road, Cicero, NY from qualified contractors who submitted a priced 
proposal on Exhibit A for all or any of the following parts.   
 
Part 1  Brush, Grass, Rubbish and Weed Control 
Part 2   Board-up (First Floor) 
Part 3  Equipment Costs 
 
Proof of publication and posting dated:  April 26, 2015 
 
Supervisor Zambrano moved the adoption of a resolution to award the 2015 Professional Services 
to AAA Quick Plows and Lawns to include Part 1, Part 2 and Part 3 as per the bid proposals 
summary Exhibit A:  
 

 
 
Supervisor Zambrano commented that this went out for a request for proposals and we 
only got one bid back. 
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

Veterans:  
Councilor Venesky: For those of you who were able to attend, we had a very moving 
Memorial Day ceremony at the V.F.W. [correction: the ceremony was actually held at the 
American Legion] and keeping that in the back of our mind, I have a couple of 
resolutions where I am asking the Board, we would be asking the NYS Legislature 
actually, to continue some exemptions for our veterans; Cold War Veterans and those 
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who have served for our country.  I know that we don’t have it on the agenda Madam 
Supervisor, so if you don’t feel there’s time or it’s appropriate tonight, I would ask that 
they would be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said yes to have it placed on the agenda for the next meeting.  She 
asked Councilor Venesky if he could provide the language for the secretary.   
 
Councilor Venesky said he could.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said they would look for it on the next Town Board agenda. 
 
Bond Anticipation Note:   
Supervisor Zambrano said as many of you know, we went to a Bond Anticipation Note 
for the $825,000 for road repairs and repaving for this year. Our broker went out and 
solicited interest rates and there were four (4), and they ranged from 1.1 to 2.08 percent 
so we are going to go obviously with the lowest bid of 1.1%, and the net interest on that 
for the year is $7,597.33 so she thinks that is a pretty good rate. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano stated that they would be going into Executive Session, however 
they would not be reconvening. 
 

 
PUBLIC INPUT 

 
A resident said he has an issue on Lakeshore Road that he has addressed with all of the board 
members via email. It’s about the marina at the corner building buildings without a permit, and he 
understands that the person has a Stop Work order and ignored it. Mr. Bersani informed 
everybody that the construction is continuing.  He said that person has made an absolute fool out 
of this town, completely since his inception in the neighborhood.  Something has to be done. 
Something has to be done soon, and something has to be done that’s drastic, and it just can’t be 
let go any longer. He said he needs some input. 
 
Councilor Venesky asked the resident if he was Mr. Bersani. 
 
Lou Bersani said yes. 
 
Councilor Venesky said he just wanted to state it for the record.  
 
Lou Bersani: Two years ago, at one of these meetings I brought up two issues:  

1. The same person built a garage behind his residence;  never got a building permit 
2. He also has an illegal sign at the end of Lakeshore Road.  It’s held up by motorcycle 

straps -that’s a dangerous situation. 
 

I made a formal complaint to this board two years ago and nothing has been done about either 
thing.  The garage in the rear, is it assessed?  If I built a garage on my property I would have to 
pay tax on it and so would anyone else. That’s that!  He absolutely refuses to obey the rules of 
anybody.  He’s been digging the lake illegally.  He hasn’t been caught; he does stuff like that at 
night.  You’ve got six buildings now and a couple more that I see being built that are in place; he 
also has tables underneath them.  If I, or any of you, built a building you would have to submit 
plans, get a building permit, and all the proper things to do it; he has done nothing. And I want to 
know what’s going to be done about it and what has been done.  Does anybody have any 
comments?   
 
Supervisor Zambrano said that she could tell him that a Stop Work order has been issued.  She 
said there is a certain period of time in which the person who is ticketed can come into 
compliance, she was not sure of that period of time. Failure to comply will result in another 
issuance of a Violation Notice, and then proceed to processing. 
 
Lou Bersani:  I have a couple of suggestions.  They are illegal buildings, have them demolished.  
Set an example.  Do something.  I sat in on the hearings where he was accused of a bunch of 
things and went to court, and day after day, after day, used up our town’s legal money on that and 
it cost us thousands and thousands of dollars, and then the end result was a $350 fine that he 
never paid to this day that I know of.  It’s out of control. Something has to be done. And I need 
answers. I want some answers.   This is not sour grapes on my part because he is no competition 
to me, or anything, it’s a disgrace to our neighborhood.  We have two disgraces to our 
neighborhood, especially the road that I live on, he’s one of them.  It’s a complete mess!  Nothing 
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ever gets finished.  It’s out of control, and down the road there is another one with a collapsed 
barn that runs a flea market, and that’s ongoing, ongoing, I’ve made complaints about that too.   
We need some action soon on both of them issues, especially the one on South Bay.  That sign is 
going to fall down and hit somebody driving by in a wind storm someday.  The motorcycles 
straps that are holding it up are rotting by the day.  And the sign that’s on the right of way by the 
roads besides – it never had a permit. You know I have been in this town for 70 years; my whole 
life.  I’ve been in business for this town for 40 years, and I had to cross every “t” and dot every 
“i” to do everything that I ever did here. I’ve spent thousands, and thousands, and thousands of 
dollars for permits, studies, engineering, and all that stuff that goes along with it to put my 
buildings up, my residence up, and everything up, and then I have to look down the street and see 
somebody doing the stuff that he’s doing and getting away with it, and he just tells you to get lost, 
and nothing gets done, this has been going on for years.  I mean, you people ought to sit down 
and figure out a way to stop it, and address it - it needs it bad. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano thanked Mr. Bersani and told him she did have some feedback for him, she 
would call him.    
 
Fay Gregory thanked Supervisor Zambrano and Richard Hooper for setting up a meeting with 
Vince Salvagni, who is a representative from Sun Auto.  She went with all of them, and they went 
to the neighborhood to see what we see from our homes and what we are dealing with. Some 
issues were discussed, Vince tells us that he did want the fence between the properties; it was the 
Planning Board’s decision not to have the fence.  The Planning Board wanted the trees planted  
25 feet apart; that’s not much of a buffer for noise and to see parked cars, a warehouse, 
Wegmans, and Route 11.  So the issue of the fence has not been resolved.  She needs to know, 
because this is what everybody asks her, does the Planning Board have anybody to answer to or 
has accountability to.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked Fay Gregory if what she meant was if the Planning Board was 
accountable to the Town Board.   
 
Fay Gregory said yes. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the answer is no. 
 
Fay Gregory asked how that happened.  How can the Planning Board just say yes to things 
without… 
 
Robert Germain explained that they are delegated from the Town’s authority.  The Planning 
Board is established and delegated to make administrative decisions based on enforcement of the 
Code; agree to site plans, and so on. 
 
Fay Gregory said one of the questions her neighbors have asked is who develops the codes. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano replied when was our code last revised? She thinks there was a major 
revision back in 2005, and then we have periodic revisions with the local laws, and changes in 
fees, etc.  When the code originally went back in place, she had no idea; she guessed maybe it 
goes back 100 years or maybe even longer.  
 
Fay Gregory said so if we see things that continue to go on, that we do not approve of, but it still 
keeps going we do not have nobody to go to? 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said if you want a code change it would be helpful to get a petition of 
people outlining what the issue is and what it ought to be changed to.  If you get enough town 
board members in hearing the suggestions they would have to deliberate about that and schedule 
a public hearing.  She explained that every time there is a code change it becomes a local law. 
 
Robert Germain agreed that was true. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano explained that there’s kind of an application/petition process, there’s a 
public hearing, and then there’s a determination by the Town Board whether to make a change or 
not.  
 
Fay Gregory said so the codes officers only enforce the codes? 
 
Supervisor Zambrano replied that’s all.  She asked Fay Gregory if the metal got removed.   
 
Fay Gregory said not yet; there were two or three other people on her street she hasn’t spoken to 
yet and she wants to get any input they might have addressed to Mr. Hooper.  
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Supervisor Zambrano told Fay Gregory to call her the next day and remind her about the metal. 
 
Lori Sager said at the last meeting they were talking about destroying some beaver dams, and in 
the process the money that was possibly allocated would be to kill the beaver.  Since then she has 
had a few conversations with Tracy and other people.  She came up today with another idea that 
is on beaversolutions.com, where they show fencing that can be put around the inlet portion of a 
culvert; it’s five sided fencing.  She said she gave copies to Zoning.  Also, she said beavers will 
move away from a culvert if the water is drained or is making noise.  The simple solution is to put 
piping through the culvert from one end to other and make the water rush.  The beaver do not like 
the sound of rushing water; that’s why they dam it, it makes it nice and quiet, they can raise their 
young underneath, and everything is wonderful.  When the water is drained or makes running 
noises the beaver don’t like it and they move on.  This would be a NO KILL situation. Now, will 
they all move on? She doesn’t know. But she was under the impression there was five or ten 
mounds that we had to deal with and today she found out there was only one.  She said this might 
be a simple solution.  See if it works by putting piping there or maybe a little fencing.  It’s 
cheaper than $1000.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked Lori Sager if she had a chance to speak with Mr. Hooper.   
 
Lori said she did.  Mr. Hooper took the information and said he would look into it.  She said at 
least this is another alternative that we can try. 
 
Deborah V. Gardner:  The Foil Officer was part of the investigation into the unauthorized release 
of the Ethics Committee Report.  Perhaps she should recuse herself from making the decision to 
release, or to deny the release of the police report.  It may be considered a conflict of interest. 
You might want to consider appointing someone else.   
 
My second point is, Mike [Becallo] I wish to ask you the same question that I asked at the last 
meeting, but in a different way. Why were you inconsistent in voting at the April 22 meeting?  
You said that you voted no because you thought the meeting was illegal, yet you voted yes twice.  
I know why you voted the way you did, but why were you inconsistent in your votes?  If the 
meeting was illegal should not all of your votes been no?  Also, if you put the same time and 
energy into representing the voters as you put in to coming up with outlandish statements you 
would be an effective councilor, and you would stop wasting our time.  I do not think that the 
taxpayers are getting what we pay for. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano solicited any further input. 
 
In regards to the beaver situation, Ray Schader said that down on Route 298 beavers were in there 
constantly.  The DEC (Department of Environmental Conversation) kept going in and breaking 
the dam out and the beavers kept building it up.  They DEC ended up putting a pipe underneath 
the dam, way out into the middle, the beavers plugged the people.  He said beavers are animals, 
no matter what you do they are going to maintain their environment.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked Ray Schader how many years ago that was. 
 
Ray Schader said it was about 15 years.  
 
 

ADJOURN 
 
Supervisor Zambrano made a motion to adjourn the general meeting, and that the Town 
Board go into Executive Session.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano invited the Town Attorney to join them. 
 
Councilor Becallo asked what the executive session was for. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano replied it was to discuss a collective-bargaining issue.  
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Cushman. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried unanimously.  
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There being no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned at  
8:06 p.m 
 
 
 
________________ 
Tracy M. Cosilmon 
Town Clerk 
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