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STATE OF NEW YORK  
ONONDAGA COUNTY  
TOWN OF CICERO 
 
 
       SS: 
 
 
The Cicero Town Board held their regular meeting on Wednesday, December 10, 2014 at  
6:30 p.m. at the Cicero Town Hall, 8236 Brewerton Road, Cicero, NY 13039. 
 
 
Present:     Jessica Zambrano, Supervisor 
     Tim Burtis, Deputy Supervisor 
     Mike Becallo, Councilor 
     C. Vernon Conway, Councilor 
     Mark Venesky, Councilor  
                                                                      
Others Present:    Christopher Woznica, Highway    
     Joseph Snell, Police Chief  
             Robert Germain, Germain & Germain, Town Attorney 
     Stephen Snell, O’Brien & Gere, Town Engineer 
     Tracy M. Cosilmon, Town Clerk  
       
 
The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Zambrano at 6:30 p.m.  All present joined in the 
Pledge of Allegiance led by the Boy Scouts.   
 
Councilor Conway requested a moment of silence be observed in remembrance of our men and 
women serving in the Armed Forces in harm’s way.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the board would be going into executive session after the public input 
portion of the meeting and would not be reconvening. 
 
Councilor Becallo said they received a judgment ruling from the Board of Ethics and that they 
should discuss that in executive session as well.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said this was a new report that has come out. She said she had not read the 
entire report yet and she thought it was premature to discuss it at that time. 
 
Councilor Becallo said they would have time in executive session, so they should read it then; 
together as a group.  
 
Councilor Becallo told Supervisor Zambrano she should be recused from this situation.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano told Councilor Becallo she disagreed with him. She said she would like to 
seek some council about it, which is another reason for delaying a review of that report.   
 
Councilor Becallo told Robert Germain that they should discuss the judgment of the Board of 
Ethics in executive session. 
 
Robert Germain said it was not up to him - it was up to the town board. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked the board what their preference was. 
 
Councilor Venesky said he was the one that distributed it to everyone; as he is the Liaison to the 
Ethics Board.  He said the councilor’s received it just prior to this meeting. He had an opportunity 
to read it before the meeting but has not had time to digest it, or to dwell on what he read. He said 
that some of the councilors that were sitting there have not had one opportunity to read it yet, so 
his feeling is that everyone needs a chance to read it and then he thinks that they need to have 
some discussions amongst themselves; after everyone has read it.  
 
Councilor Becallo said they could read it that evening during executive session, together as a 
group.  He said this was the last board meeting they will have before the end of the year. He said 
they have discussed this for months on end.   
 
Councilor Venesky said they could read it.  He asked Councilor Becallo if he was suggesting that 
action be taken or that they just read it. 
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Councilor Becallo said he had read through it and it’s pretty self-explanatory.  
 
Councilor Venesky asked Councilor Becallo to answer the question. Was he suggesting that the 
board take action on it or that they just read it in the meeting? 
 
Councilor Becallo said they should just read it and if they want to take action on it they can have 
the opportunity to take action.  He wasn’t saying that they have to.  
 
Councilor Venesky said he had no objection to reading it in executive session; he was not going 
to make any sort of decision on anything until he had time to read it and think about what he has 
read. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said he would echo the same. He was going to read it that night 
anyway.  He said they could read it together, but he doesn’t think he would be ready to make any 
action.  He is interested to know what’s there, but he hadn’t looked at it yet. 
 
Councilor Becallo said they would be reading it and discussing it that evening. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said he was okay with that.   
 
Councilor Conway said he felt the same way. 
 
Councilor Becallo asked if Supervisor Zambrano should be part of the discussion then. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said he wouldn’t think so. 
 
Robert Germain told Supervisor Zambrano that he didn’t have a definitive answer on that. He 
didn’t know why she couldn’t be there if she wanted to be.  He said he believed that the decision 
was published to the whole board, including her, so he doesn’t see what the basis of not including 
someone would be; he knew of no basis.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked the board if they were okay with that. 
 
Councilor Conway said they can always call a special meeting if they feel it’s something they 
have got to address. 
 
Councilor Becallo said he believes the last special meeting they called was cancelled. 
 
Councilor Venesky said they could read it, but he doesn’t believe that people should make 
decisions that are important decisions that affect important issues or people on the flip; he’s not 
that way and won’t be that way.  He will read it with them during executive session but he was 
not prepared to take any action on anything until he had read it and digested it. 
 
Councilor Becallo said so they won’t take any action on it until the beginning of next year; if they 
even get to it then is what he is hearing. 
 
Councilor Venesky said he didn’t know.  He asked Councilor Becallo when he would like to.  
When does he think is a reasonable time to digest it and call it, as Councilor Conway suggested? 
He said they can call as a special meeting - he’s was okay with that. 
 
Councilor Becallo said Supervisor Zambrano needed to be recused from this discussion - she has 
to be.  
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said there are two different things the reading of the advisory opinion 
and then there’s the discussion of it. 
 
Councilor Becallo said Supervisor Zambrano should not be present for either. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said they are going to have an executive session for a collective-bargaining 
issue, as well as some sort of activity reading and other discussion about the ethic’s board report, 
and she may or may not be present at that, but so far the Town attorney has said there was no 
reason for her not to be present and since everyone has pretty much said no action was going to 
be taken then she didn’t see any reason why she should not be present.   
 
Councilor Becallo said they never said they wouldn’t take action, they said they would discuss it  
and if action needed to be taken they would take that action.  
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Approval of Minutes: 
 

Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the minutes of the Regular 
Town Board meeting held on November 12, 2014. Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
           . 
Ayes- 5 and Noes – 0. Motion carried.  
 
     
Approval of Abstract Numbers 46, 47 and 48: 
 
Councilor Becallo asked about the W-2 amendments. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said it had to do with an employee who was out on sick-leave. There was 
an adjustment needed per request of his council to exclude some of his wages because they 
should not have been taxed.  There were two different years that were involved and it became 
difficult to find out exactly which wages should be discussed, so the previous supervisor asked 
that an audit be done by Benn & Company and they just completed their report recently, which is 
why we got the abstract now.  
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis asked if that was the one for the amount of $1,331.00. 
 
Councilor Becallo said that was a lot for just one employee.  He’d like to see all the W-2s that 
were filed and amended for 2011 and 2013. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said that file was available in the Comptroller’s office. 
 
Councilor Becallo said he asked Shirlie for information on Monday, and he didn’t get the 
response back until 4:00 p.m.  
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis moved the adoption of a resolution to approve Abstract Numbers 46, 47 
and 48.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Venesky. 

 
Ayes- 4 and Noes – 1. Motion carried. Councilor Becallo opposed stating he would like to see 
               all the W2’s that were amended for 2011 and 2013. 
 
Budget Modifications: 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis read the following modifications:  
 

 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the budget 
modifications. 
 
Councilor Becallo asked why there was so much money left over in highway medical. 
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Supervisor Zambrano said the Comptroller is continuously looking at the books and 
shifting money, particularly at the end of the year; this is a routine practice.  
 
(inaudible)  
 
Councilor Becallo asked what medical expenses they need. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said there is a third party administrator fund; there are various 
funds. 
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
 
Ayes - 4 and Noes- 1.  Motion carried.  Councilor Becallo opposing, because of the highway 

medical incident.  He said it makes no sense to him. 
 
 
Recognition of Cicero Eagle Scouts: 
 
Jody Rogers recognized the four Eagle Scouts and/or Eagle Scout Candidate(s) who have 
completed their respective projects for the Town in 2014. 
 
Luke DiPirro:     Troop 150 (Sponsor – St. Rose) 
   Project:  Shuffleboard Court William Park 
 
Andreu Nutter:  Troop 333 (Sponsor-South Shore Association) 
      Project:  Pavillion at William Park 
 
Joe Meyers:        Troop 333 (Sponsor-South Shore Association) 
      Project:  Replaced sign at Cicero Cemetery 
 
Zach Hill:       Troop 333 (Sponsor-South Shore Association) 
                Project: Installed 3 benches and spread mulch at newly installed 
                Playground at Central Park 
 
Certificates were handed out to the Eagle Scouts. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the scouts were the future leaders of this community, that they are 
already leaders. 
 
 
Public Hearing – Zone Change: 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the public hearing was to consider a Zone Change from  
R-10 Residential District to General Commercial (GC) for the property located at  
5565 Bartel Road, Cicero, Tax Map Numbers 109.01-03-1.1 & part of 109.01-03-12.0.  

 
Supervisor Zambrano said she had proof of publication and posting. 
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The public notice read as follows: 
 

 
 
DATED:  November 13, 2014 

TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF CICERO, 
COUNTY OF ONONDAGA, NEW YORK 
BY:  TOWN CLERK 
 
Hal Romans from Ianuzi & romans Land Surveying, P.C.gave an overview of the project. He said 
a portion of the properties that were owned by Nice n Easy had R-10 zoning and the intent when 
the site plan was completed was to come back in and to do the zone change sometime in the 
future to clean it up. It’s for the ½ acre triangular portion that is existing R-10; it’s a part of the 
Nice N Easy lot and then the second lot to the west is all General Commercial.  He said they did 
get a positive referral from the Planning Board for the zone change. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano solicited any questions/comments from the Board, in which there were 
none. 
 
The public hearing was opened at 6:56 p.m. 
 
Speaking for - none. 
 
Speaking against – none. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano solicited Board comments, in which there were none. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 6:56 p.m.  
 
SEQRA:  Supervisor Zambrano moved the adoption of a resolution that 
the application of Walrus Enterprises, LLC for Zone Change from R-10 Residential 
District to General Commercial (GC) for the property located at 5565 Bartel Road, 
Cicero, Tax Map Numbers 109.01-03-1.1 & part of 109.01-03-12.0 is an Unlisted Action 
with a completed EAF (Environmental Assessment long form).  The proposed project 
involves no other permit granting agency outside the Town with respect to lands located 
in the Town of Cicero.  The proposed project will not have a significant effect on the 
environment and therefore does not require the preparation of an EIS (Environmental 
Impact Statement).  Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
DECISION:  Deputy Supervisor Burtis moved the adoption of a resolution approving the 
application of Walrus Enterprises, LLC for a proposed Change of Zone from R-10 Residential 
District to General Commercial (GC) for the property located at 5565 Bartel Road, Cicero,  
Tax Map Numbers 109.01-03-1.1 & part of 109.01-03-12.0 as proposed. Motion was seconded by 
Supervisor Zambrano. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
The approved zone change will be known as Local Law 4 of 2014. 
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Engineering Services: 
 

• Maintenance and Improvement of Drainage Facilities Engineering Services 
Agreement 

 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis moved the adoption of a resolution approving the proposed 
Maintenance and Improvement of Drainage Facilities Engineering Services Agreement 
for the improvements of drainage facilities in the Town of Cicero, at an estimated fee of 
$40,000.00 and authorizing the Supervisor to execute the same on behalf of the Town, 
effective for 2015.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Venesky. 
 
Ayes - 4 and Noes- 1.  Motion carried.  Councilor Becallo opposed stating he said no, which 

continued from the last couple of meetings when he 
didn’t approve of O’Brien & Gere as the Town engineer. 
  

• Highway Engineering Services Agreement 
 
Supervisor Zambrano moved the adoption of a resolution approving the Highway Engineering 
Services Agreement, to assist and advise the Town Board and the Town Highway Department an 
estimated fee of $10,000.00, and authorizing the Supervisor to execute the same on behalf of the 
Town, effective for 2015.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
 
Ayes - 4 and Noes- 1.  Motion carried.  Councilor Becallo opposed stating he said no, which 

continued from the last couple of meetings when he 
didn’t approve of O’Brien & Gere as the Town engineer. 

Cicero Landfill: 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said it’s a DEC (Department of Environmental Conservation) 
requirement that the landfill be monitored and be tested so we need to contract this 
service and we need to get this work done in December of this year.  
 
Stephen Snell said the services have not been done this year. They are to be done, and are 
done annually; basically, it’s done for a period of thirty years after the landfill is closed.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano said she had spoken to the DEC about that and they are not going 
to give up on 30 years; they are going to continue it.   
 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to contract with O’Brien & Gere 
Engineers, Inc. for the Town of Cicero Landfill, Fergerson Road, for the 2014 Annual 
Environmental Monitoring and Reporting Services for a fee not to exceed $11,500.00 and 
authorizing the Supervisor to execute the same on behalf of the Town.  Motion was 
seconded by Councilor Conway. 
 
Ayes - 4 and Abstained - 1.  Motion carried.  Councilor Becallo  abstaining, stating the 

paperwork came with the agenda today.  (He 
would have liked to look at it a little more and 
he hasn’t looked at it fully). 
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Personnel Matters: 
 

• Recognition of Barb Chiarizia, Dog Control Officer: 
 
Tracy Cosilmon read the following: 
 

 
 
 
 

• Town Board 
 
Councilor Becallo had wanted to reduce his annual salary as a Cicero Town Councilor from 
$10,885.00 to $9,635.00 and to distribute the difference of $1,250.00 to the Brewerton 
Revitalization Project for handicap person accessibility.   
 
Robert Germain told Councilor Becallo that he couldn’t do it the way he proposed.  The first item 
is contrary to Town Law if he wanted to do that. It’s a reduction in Section 27.1 of the Town Law 
(he would have to have a public hearing, do it by local law and it would be subject to a mandatory 
referendum).   
 
Councilor Becallo said he also had that same opinion in front of him where it says: 
 
With regards to reductions and salaries of elected officials:  We have concluded in previous 
opinions that a town board pursuant to the authority in Town Law 27.1 - to fix salaries of Town  
officers and employees may reasonably reduce the salary of an elected officer during their term 
of office by the adoption of a resolution.  cep.g.,1977,opinion State Comptroller #177-764. 
 
Robert Germain said he disagreed. 
 
Councilor Becallo said those other opinions represented a salary cut of more than 50% - it’s in 
protection of that.  He also is asking for a salary reduction as well, so that should be a little 
different as well.  
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Robert Germain asked Councilor Becallo why not just donate the difference. 
 
Councilor Becallo said I have already donated to parks & recreation department [the Town 
Board passed a resolution on August 27, 2014 to accept his donation of $200.00 for a tree that 
was planted at the new playground at Central Park]. This [he wants to donate $1,250.00 to the 
Brewerton Revitalization Project for handicap person accessibility] was asked to be a salary 
reduction.    
 
Robert Germain said his opinion is that it requires a local law, so why would he want to require a 
local law that’s subject to a mandatory referendum?  
 
Councilor Becallo said then let’s do the referendum. 
 
Robert Germain said it was up to the town board.  
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said he would rather not.  He told Councilor Becallo to write the check 
and let’s be done. 
 
Councilor Becallo said he would read the motion and if it doesn’t get seconded - then it doesn’t 
get seconded.   
 
Councilor Becallo moved the adoption of a resolution to reduce Michael Becallo’s annual salary 
as Town of Cicero Councilor from $10,885.00 to $9,635.00 and to distribute the difference of 
$1,250.00 to the Brewerton Revitalization Project for handicap person accessibility.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked if there was a second.   
 
There was no second to the motion. 
 
Councilor Becallo said this board can’t even make a cut when someone asks for their salary to be 
cut.  
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said it’s that disingenuous - it’s not a soap box here, that’s all.  
 
Councilor Becallo told Deputy Supervisor Burtis it was because he asked for a salary reduction 
and he doesn’t want him to have a salary reduction that’s different than his, and that’s why he is 
forcing him to make a donation when clearly in New York State Law it says by a simple 
resolution it can be done. 
 
Robert Germain said he disagreed.  
 
Councilor Becallo told Robert Germain he always disagrees. 
 
 

• Town Attorney 
 
Councilor Becallo said this is another common theme that he has been asking for a couple of 
months now.  As he stated over the months, having the Town attorney the same as the planning 
board attorney creates a conflict of interest.  If the planning board and the town board are both 
independent then they should have independent attorneys, plus, we could save money with 
putting town code litigation and union litigation under the retainer.   
 
Councilor Becallo asked if he had a second. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano pointed out that we have a contract/an agreement, with Germain Law firm 
to be the Town attorney; it ends in 2015.  The planning board is independent of the town board 
and they are free to choose whichever attorney they so choose. 
 
Robert Germain said that was correct.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked the board members if there was a second to the motion. 
 
There was no second to the motion. 
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• Tax Receiver 
 
Supervisor Zambrano moved the adoption of a resolution to re-instate Sheri Hollenbeck as a part-
time seasonal worker, Clerk 1, in the Tax Office effective December 18, 2014 at a pay rate of 
$14.05 per hour.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Venesky. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
 
Clerk’s Office: 
 

• CNYSPCA Annual Animal Cruelty Services Agreement 
 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to authorize the Supervisor to execute the 
Central New York Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (CNYSPCA), Annual 
Animal Cruelty Services Agreement effective January 1, 2015 to December 31, 2015, in the 
amount of $2,846.00.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
 
Highway Department: 
 

• Award the sealed bids for miscellaneous highway equipment 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said there was an issue raised on whether it was appropriate or not  
for a Town employee to bid on the items, and the response came that this is an open- 
bid process and that there was nothing to prohibit a town employee from bidding. 
 
Robert Germain said that was correct. 
 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to award the following bids to Joseph 
Ross for a total of $8,690.00 for the following items (sealed bid opening dates were 12/3/14 and 
12/10/14): 
 

A. 2004 8foot pick-up sander, Honda gasoline engine with auger and stainless steel spinner 
for $618.00 

B. 1989 Ford L-9000 dump truck/diesel truck number 33 for $2,018.00 
C. 1989 Ford L-9000 dump truck/diesel truck number 34 for $2,018.00 
D. 2001 International 6-wheel dump truck – vehicle #18 for $2,018.00 
E. 2001 International 6-wheel dump truck – vehicle #19 for $2,018.00 

 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to award Costudio Goncalves the  
1990 Chevrolet 4 wheel drive, 454 engine truck dump box for the bid amount of $2,999.00.  
Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
  
        

• Diesel Fuel Pump purchase 
 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the purchase of a 
Diesel Fuel pump (including installation) $7,000.00 to S&W Services for.  Motion was 
seconded by Deputy Supervisor Burtis. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
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Justice Department: 
 

• Approve and accept the 2013 Annual Justice Audit 
 
Supervisor Zambrano explained that we are required to have an audit of the books for the 
justice department by the Unified Court System.  That audit was recently completed by 
Benn & Company.  In a letter of September of 2014, the town board received notice that 
when the audit was completed we had to acknowledge the completion of the audit and the 
town board needed to accept the report and acknowledge it, and they need to send that 
resolution into the Unified Court System with our report.   
 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to approve and accept the 2013 
Annual Justice Audit by Benn & Company, CPAs, PLLC.  Motion was seconded by 
Supervisor Zambrano. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
 

• Justice Department Surplus (HP Laser Jet printer) 
 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to declare the HP Laser Jet  
printer (serial number CJN1N18286) from the Justice Department surplus and of no use 
to the Town.  Motion was seconded by Deputy Supervisor Burtis. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
 
Brewerton Revitalization Project: 
 
Public Input: 
 
Judy Boyke asked when the Town got the Federal Aid Local Project Agreement.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano said this has been on the books for a long time, its part of the Schumer 
grant. 
 
Judy Boyke, in regards to $2,070.00 for the first section of the resolution for the Phase I of the 
incidentals, asked all of the councilors if they had read the document in full.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said she had read it and so had the attorney. 
 
Judy Boyke said the beginning of it shows just as the right-of-way incidentals, which is fine as far 
as getting the project started, but doesn’t Saratoga Associates have all of this documentation of 
the designs that they have done several times since the original conception. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano explained that they do have the original designs, but as we move forward 
some of the designs change.  This particular part of the project is for the acquisition of the two 
Bennett Street properties.  
 
Judy Boyke said they are talking about sidewalks and pedestrians; the resolution doesn’t say 
anything about acquisition of property, other than eminent domain.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano said that’s the name of the master agreement to start the project to acquire 
the properties.  Once we get the properties we get into the sidewalk rehabilitation and all that.   
 
Robert Germain said its right-of-way, incidentals (inaudible) 
 
Judy Boyke said it speaks of eminent domain.   
 
Judy Boyke said that on the second half of the form the $34,600.00 (where it talks about the right-
of-way acquisition) on that part of it none of the responsibility is filled in, so it doesn’t say whose 
responsibility it is for any of the right-of-way acquisition.  Judy Boyke asked if they have that.  
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Supervisor Zambrano said the town needs to enter into an agreement for them to start the 
acquisition process.  The market price for the two properties right now is $183,350.00; the State 
is going to pay 80 percent of that and our local part is 20 percent, and in order to get this whole 
process started we need to initiate this master agreement just to start the process. 
 
Judy Boyke said none of that is checked for the right-of-way acquisition part of it. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said that the right-of-way acquisition, the DOT will do that part and then 
that land will come back to the Town; there will be future resolutions to address all that. 
 
Judy Boyke said we are going to give them $34,000 and we don’t know what our responsibility 
is. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano explained that we are going to lay out $2,070.00 so that they can start the 
process, so we can start the ongoing responsibilities.  They will wait to give them the $34,000 
(the money has not been taken out, the money has been allocated and they will enter that phase of 
the discussion in 2015). 
 
Robert Germain said the master agreement itself is just a basic boiler-plate the DOT uses for  
a right-of-way and incidentals of the master agreement, so they are going to perform the work. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano solicited any comments/questions from the board. 
 
Councilor Becallo said we are okaying the deposit of money to get this thing moving. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said we have information that says our part of the two parcels is 
$34,600.00 and asked if that was correct. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said yes. 
 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution approving the proposed Federal Aid Local 
Project Agreement between the New York State Department of Transportation and the Town of 
Cicero for apportionment of Federal aid funds to the State for the Revitalization and 
Redevelopment of the Hamlet of Brewerton, Rehabilitate Bike/Pedestrian Facilities and 
Pedestrian Safety and authorizing the Supervisor to execute the same on behalf of the Town.  A 
copy of the document has been provided to all Town Board members.  The agreement provides 
the required approval of the Town of Cicero as host municipality to request the State DOT 
Commissioner use available federal aid under the Federal Aid Highway Program to benefit the 
Hamlet of Brewerton through the Revitalization projects referenced above. A deposit of 
$2,070.00 paid to New York State Dept. of Transportation must accompany a signed copy of this 
agreement.  The remainder of the Town’s 20% matches for this grant, in the amount of 
$34,600.00, must be remitted to the N.Y. State Dept. of Transportation in 2015.  Motion was 
seconded by Deputy Supervisor Burtis. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
 
Independent Audit:   
 
Councilor Becallo said for 2011, 2012, and 2013, the State questionnaire on our financials filed 
by our Comptroller, Shirlie Stuart and respective Supervisors states clearly that no audit was 
performed and no audit was planned except for 2011.  The audit on 2011 was never done and/or 
long overdue.  Also, Councilor Venesky has noted on numerous occasions that we are going to 
have  hard times paying back our bills in a couple of years; all of these  indicate that there is a 
need for an independent audit for financials.  
 
Councilor Venesky said a request went out that was signed by three board members earlier this 
year to the NYS Comptroller’s office.  He said he has been in communication with them probably 
three times and he got an assurance from them that they will perform the audit.  He said it’s good 
business practice to look at our books and he thinks they should do it on an annual basis.  The 
problem he has with it is because we have not budgeted for this and at some point in 2015 the 
Comptroller’s office will come to audit our books at no cost to us.  Secondly, when they put the 
budget together this year that money was not budgeted so there is no money in the budget to do 
this.  His feeling is, because he believes there is no immediate need to look at the books today, 
and he believes that they will be looked at by the NYS Comptroller’s office in 2015, he doesn’t 
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see the need to spend money that we don’t have.  If for some reason NYS doesn’t come in then he 
would recommend to the board that they put that into the budget for 2015 and then go ahead and 
schedule that. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said she would echo that.  Going through a private CPA would cost the 
Town at least $25,000.00.  The issue wasn’t raised before so they didn’t budget the money so 
there is no compelling reason that an audit is needed.  She does agree that it is good practice and  
she tends to agree that if we don’t get an audit sometime in 2015 then we should budget for it in 
2016.  
 
Councilor Becallo said he had another idea to save money and they’d have to do it town-wide, 
they can start with departments; it was brought up on numerous occasions. 
 
Councilor Venesky told Councilor Becallo if he had been here in the budget process and 
participated then they would have put that in the budget if they felt that they needed to do that. 
His suggestion is to wait and then if it is not done in 2015 than they will put it into the budget for 
next year and have it done. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis told Councilor Becallo that he is questioning 2011, but it says 2011. 
 
Councilor Becallo said he did a little research and looked at 2011, 2012, and 2013. In 2011, the 
State questionnaire has two questions that were asked.  The first question was is this budget 
audited by an independent auditor and then the next question is if not will it be.  In 2011, the 
answer was “no” it has not been audited, but “yes” in 2012 the 2011 budget was planned to be 
audited; it never happened. And then in 2012 the answer to both of those was “no”, so it was not 
independently audited and it would not be independently audited.   As well as 2013, the answers 
were “no” it was not independently audited and then again, it would not be independently 
audited.  He suggested if there wasn’t money to do it town-wide then they could start doing it 
departmentally.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano pointed out that the town just completed an audit of the justice department 
and that was $3,000.00, so even a small department is going to cost money.  She said she doesn’t 
see a compelling reason for it.   
 
Councilor Becallo agreed that it’s expensive but said when you haven’t had an audit for whoever 
knows how long then its cause for alarm.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano said we should plan for it. We should budget. And we are expecting one 
from the comptroller’s office in 2015.  
 
Councilor Venesky said in the letter that went to the comptroller we discussed having a 
comprehensive audit so we want not just one year looked at, he wants the books looked at for the 
years that have not been audited and they agreed to do that. 
 
Councilor Becallo said he believes that the last audit that we had was a procedural audit for 2006. 
He said since the Board doesn’t want to go forward with this he wasn’t going to read the 
resolution. 
 
Organizational Meeting: 
 
Public Input: 
 
Judy Boyke asked why the Organizational Meeting was 10 o’clock in the morning the day after 
New Years.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said she polled the town board to see if they would be willing to have the 
meeting as soon as possible.  She said it’s always good practice to have the meeting as early in 
the year as possible.  She said that Councilor Becallo had also objected to it, but four out of the 
five people are available for that date. 
 
Judy Boyke said it’s pretty unreasonable to have it after New Year’s Day and some people have 
to work that day. 
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Supervisor Zambrano moved the adoption of a resolution to set the 2015 Organizational Meeting 
for 10:00 a.m. on Friday, January 2nd, 2015.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Venesky. 
 
Ayes - 4 and Noes- 1.  Motion carried.   Councilor Becallo opposed.  He said again this Board  
     wants to ignore the people of this town and place a  
     meeting at 10:00 a.m. the day after a holiday when  
     everyone goes back to work.  It’s about community  
     access - if this board really cares about the community  
     involvement it would make every opportunity to make  
     this available to the public. 
 
 
Discussion Items: 
 

• Set a date for the work session for Proposed Fee Schedule changes 
 
Councilor Venesky said at the last meeting Councilor Conway and he were asked to look at and 
analyze the fees of the Town, and they also took the recommendations of Richard Hooper and the 
Planning Board on what they thought some of the things should be.  He wrote a lengthy 
recommendation as to what he felt was agreeable or what he thought was reasonable because the 
fees haven’t been looked at in a long time.  He went and met with the town of Clay, their zoning 
director and with town of Salina’s town clerk and also with their code enforcement and planning 
board director and obtained from them the fees that they charge in their town.  He said he’d like 
to, before we do anything, he thinks that they need to talk about those findings and get some input 
from all of these councilors on what they think and what direction we think we should go as a 
town.  He said if you take a look at where we are compared to the town of Salina and the town of 
Clay, his goal is, he wants a very business-friendly town, we want businesses to come here.  
He thinks our fees are just a side-bar; we are looking at fees that were set twenty years ago in 
some ways.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked Councilor Venesky if he was considering a round-table work session. 
 
Councilor Venesky thought it would be a great idea to have a work session; go over the fees line 
by line and to have an understanding as to where they are and where the other towns are   
and decide what they want to do. For the most part, he thinks the fees that we have are fine, but 
some things need to be adjusted.  He said we need a temporary sign permit and he also believes 
that we should be issuing business certificates - not to make any money, not to be punitive in any 
way to people who want to come to the town of Cicero, but when they looked at it they 
discovered that we’ve had a lot of problems in the town of Cicero, over the years, with code 
enforcement and the unequal enforcement of some of the codes (and we have had some angry 
business owners) and he thinks the reason for that is they have never been told upfront or never 
given the opportunity to understand what the town codes are or what their responsibilities are, or 
what are responsibilities are as a town. He thinks if we can get the new business owners who 
want to come to Cicero (and he wants them in Cicero) we are letting them know up front what the 
fire codes are, what the sprinkler requirements are, what site plan type things are involved; he 
thinks it will make an easier transition for the folks that want to do business in the town of Cicero. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked Councilor Venesky if they were to have a work session did he want 
to have sometime in December or January. 
 
Councilor Venesky said he was open to dates. 
 
Chris Woznica said while they were looking at fees it would behoove them to look at the 
contractors doing snow plowing.  We have a terrible problem with these fly-by-night contractors 
coming in and plowing the snow out into the road and leaving it.  He said we have garbage hauler 
and brush hauler permits so it wouldn’t be a bad idea to impose a permit on the guys that are 
going to come in and plow snow to come into Tracy’s office and fill out a permit so we know 
who is plowing them and we can go after them. 
 
Councilor Venesky said at least they would understand that they can’t plow the snow in the 
middle of the road. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano suggested they talk about some dates in the future to have a work session to 
address some of these issues. 
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Councilor Becallo asked if they would allow public input during this work session.   
 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said work sessions usually don’t include public input. 
 
Councilor Venesky said people could reach out to them, but it’s pretty cut and dry. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said they could do what they did before and have public input at the 
beginning but she thinks once the board starts discussing they should continue to discuss rather 
than constantly having interruptions from the audience (the residents who want to make 
comments can do so up front and those comments can be considered during the rest of the 
discussion).   
 
Supervisor Zambrano said they would work on a work session.   
 

• Proposed changes to the Town Code relative to Signs ordinance 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said Councilor Becallo had some proposed changes for the signs.  
 
Councilor Becallo told Supervisor Zambrano that he received her email and he would make those 
changes to exactly what she wants; he had no problem with that. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said probably a work session would be good at some time in the future.  
She asked if it would be feasible to try to combine it with fees. 
 
Councilor Venesky said no, he didn’t know, they could, but he wants to budget a couple of hours 
because he had questions that have not been answered and he doesn’t want to feel rushed -he 
wants to make sure that they cover everything. 
 

• Employee use of Town vehicles 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said there was an issue that had been brought up about Town vehicles and 
she distributed the information about what the various departments are doing about Town 
vehicles being taken home.  She said she had kind of deferred that to the Employee Handbook 
committee.  She asked Councilor Becallo if that came up at his meeting last Friday. 
 
Councilor Becallo said it did.  He went online and found a couple of different town’s town 
vehicle policies and they weren’t included in the employee handbooks, they were separate vehicle 
law policies.  He said he would give the committee his information.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the next two items were Councilor Becallo’s as well.  He was 
suggesting interviews for candidates for the planning board and the zoning board of appeals: 
 

• Interviews for candidates for the Planning Board Chairman 
• Interviews for candidates for the Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman 

 
Councilor Becallo said it was just good government to open up interviews for candidates for both 
boards; they can get those two birds with one stone.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked if he would like to see an application process/solicitation process; is 
that what he has in mind.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano suggested the board members email their ideas of how to get this done; 
perhaps they could do an article and… 
 
Councilor Becallo said he could just take over the whole process.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said okay. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis asked Councilor Becallo if he meant that he would send the emails out. 
 
Councilor Becallo said yes. He would email everybody and let everyone know what they want 
done and then he’ll be in charge of this. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said okay.  She said they would talk about when they might want to have 
that.  
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• Update on Ethics Board bylaws 
 
Councilor Becallo said they would just skip this discussion after what they received today.   

 
 
Public Input: 
 
Don Snyder told Councilor Becallo that the two candidates for the chairman for the planning and 
zoning board have to be members of the board; they can’t be chairman if they are not on the 
board already.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano said there is one person going off of each board, so the town board could 
appoint a chairperson as a new member, as well as a chair. 
 
Don Snyder asked Chris Woznica if the new fuel pump is controlled by cards. 
 
Chris Woznica said no, it’s only for the diesel pump out front for our diesel trucks; it’s shut off 
every night.   
 
Don Snyder asked if anybody can go to that diesel pump and pump gas into a vehicle.  Chris 
replied yes.  Don Snyder said to have a fuel pump that doesn’t have a control system on it is just 
asking for trouble; it costs money but when he worked for the state every vehicle had a card that 
was part of the key system for that vehicle and that card had to be used in the pump and there was 
a log in each individual vehicle.   
 
Relative to the audits, Don Snyder said they might want to think next year about saying that 
whenever there is a change in administration you ought to have an audit, period.  Lastly, we 
elected you all to make the hard decisions.  You put the budget together and you did include any 
money in for the roads and you made a statement during the budget operations that you were 
thinking about putting out a referendum out to the public to see if they want to fix the roads – 
please don’t do something like that.  You all, as a board, use to have $600,000 in the budget that 
each one of us put in there to do roads, you have over the last three years taken that $650,000 out 
of the budget and then you borrow.  The reason you do that, obviously, is because you can only 
borrow money for capital, so you all decided rather than make the hard decisions and cut back on 
departments we’ll take the highway money and use that to keep the budget even and we will go 
and borrow the money for the highway.  He has already talked to a number of people in the town 
and they can’t believe that is something that we would put out to a vote.  The only way he can see 
putting that out to a vote is at the same time say can we afford the parks department or the police 
department.  The people that pay the taxes, we want to keep our taxes down but at the same time 
we have got to keep our roads fixed; if we don’t have the roads fixed nothing else is going to 
matter.  He asked the Board to rethink the comment as to having a referendum relative to road 
work – that could be very costly. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano once again explained that the sales tax money that was taken away from the 
Town by the County Administrator, that money was historically designated for paving. 
 
Don Snyder said that $600,000 was never shown as income in Chris Woznica’s (highways) 
budget. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the budget is missing this $600,000, so the Town took a real hit and 
paving has suffered.  We would allocate $700,000 or $800,000 for paving and to balance the 
budget that figure was knocked down to $500,000, to $400,000 for some years, so there has been 
a lack of commitment for money for paving.  So the Board, these last three years, has been trying 
to commit money to have some kind of plan for paving; they clearly recognize that the roads need 
to be fixed – the referendum idea came from the people, the audience that was not initiated by the 
board.  She said she’s not sure she agrees with the referendum idea, but we don’t have money in 
the budget to keep the highway department running and to do the paving so they have to think 
outside the box and one of the ways that we’ve done that is with the BANs (bond anticipation 
notes).   
 
Don Snyder said the County gave us two years warning that they were going to take that money 
out of the budget and he went to the supervisor then and told him that they have to think about 
that now and two administrations did not think about that and here we sit now with no money for 
roads, but we had $650,000 in there for roads and they did not in the budget show that $600,000 
for roads - it was in general income and that’s a political smoking-mirror that we can’t play. 
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Judy Boyke told Councilor Becallo she had an idea for his $1,250.00.  When he gets his check, 
take it to the fire department in Brewerton and have them apply it to the Brewerton 
Revitalization, and Helen Carroll can bring it in and donate it from there - then he shows it as a 
donation and it won’t interfere with anybody else. 
 
Judy Boyke said someone was supposed to get back to her from the last meeting about the 
$80,000 in Revenue Sharing, she asked what was that from.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said that was two meetings ago.   
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said he forgot and he wouldn’t forget again. 
 
Judy Boyke asked about the $43,000 for the building that we bought, she wanted to know what 
was going on with that. 
 
(tape change) 
 
Councilor Venesky told Judy Boyke that he had talked to Undersherriff Darby, who sits on that 
board, and asked him a bunch of questions and they had a very frank discussion.  He said  
Mr. Darby is not aware of any money that was spent on a building. Mr. Darby said he has asked 
Judy twice now for some sort of direction as to where he might find what year that money came 
from or where that money was sent, and Mr. Darby said he has not heard back from her.  He 
looked at and asked for the FOIL request that she had sent to Tracy’s office.  Tracy was not there 
to prepare it for me but Bonnie did, and the 6 or 7 pages that he did receive did not address that.   
 
Judy Boyke said it had to because that’s where she got it from. 
 
Councilor Venesky said Bonnie’s note to him (because he asked her to photo everything that Judy 
had asked for and to place it his box so that he could be prepared) was that was all she had and 
that’s all that was in the file. 
 
Judy Boyke told Councilor Venesky they should sit down then and go over what they have.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked what year was that $43,000 spent. 
 
Judy Boyke said last year, 2013.  That was submitted to the Town from Mike Stassi at Brewerton 
Ambulance as part of the fees that was spent. 
 
Councilor Venesky said it is complicated on how there district was put together by referendum.  
To him, it would be simple, but with the legalities it would not be simple to fix it; he’s not saying 
that it’s not going to be fixed because that’s on his plate for 2015.  He said that’s a mess over 
there.  
 
Judy Boyke said the simple thing would have been, which it should have been, is the accurate 
accounting of the taxpayer’s money on a quarterly basis, as it is stated on the contract. 
 
Councilor Venesky said he thinks, as in talking to Undersheriff Darby, he told him that Judy had 
requested that when she was Supervisor.  
 
Judy Boyke said she did, and she did get it. 
 
Councilor Venesky said he did believe that Supervisor Zambrano has received that. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said not the quarterly reports; there is no current agreement and we are in 
discussions with them about submitting some kind of reporting system other than the 990s.   
 
Judy Boyke said they need a copy of the checks. 
 
Adjourn: 
 
Supervisor Zambrano moved the adoption of a resolution to adjourn the Town Board 
meeting.  She said the Board would be entering into executive session and would not be 
reconvening. 
 
Motion was seconded by Deputy Supervisor Burtis. 
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Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:11 p.m. 
 
 
Executive Session: 

 
Supervisor Zambrano moved for the adoption of a resolution for the Town Board to enter 
into executive session with the Town attorney to discuss three specific issues relative to 
public employee collective-bargaining negotiations pursuant to Public Office Law 
Section 105. 
 
Motion was seconded by Deputy Supervisor Burtis. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
The meeting adjourned into Executive Session at 8:11 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
________________ 
Tracy M. Cosilmon 
Town Clerk 


