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STATE OF NEW YORK 

ONONDAGA COUNTY 

TOWN OF CICERO 

 

 

        SS: 

 

The Cicero Town Board held their regular meeting on Wednesday, April 28, 2010, at 

7:00 p.m., at the Cicero Town Hall, 8236 S. Main Street, Cicero, NY 13039. 

 

 

 

Present:   Jessica Zambrano, Deputy Supervisor 

C. Vernon Conway, Councilor 

Lynn Jennings, Councilor 

    James Corl, Jr. Councilor 

    Tracy Cosilmon, Town Clerk 

 

 

Others Present:  Christopher Woznica, Highway Superintendent 

    Joseph Snell, Police Chief 

    Jody Rogers, Director of Parks & Recreation 

    Wayne Dean, Director of Planning & Development 

    Shirlie Stuart, Comptroller 

    Brad Brennan, Assessor 

    Pamela Williamson, Secretary to Supervisor 

    Brenda Colella, Town Attorney 

    Ronald DeTota, II PE, C & S Engineers  

 

Absent:   Judy A. Boyke, Supervisor 

Anthony Rivizzigno, Town Attorney 

    Sharon Edick, Receiver of Taxes 

 

 

The meeting was opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 A moment of silence was observed in remembrance of our men and women serving in 

the Armed Forces in harms way. 

 

Ms. Zambrano indicated where the fire exits were and read the following statement: 

 

The Cicero Town Board acknowledges the importance of full public participation in all 

public hearings and, therefore, urges all who wish to address those in attendance to utilize 

the microphones located in the front of the room. At this time please turn of your cell 

phones and be sure to speak into the microphones to enable all to hear.    

 

S.E.Q.R. 

State Environmental Quality Review Act 

 

Motion was made by Ms. Zambrano, seconded by Mr. Conway, that all actions taken 

tonight are Type Two (2) actions under the New York State Environmental Quality 

Review Act unless otherwise determined.   

 

The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: Yes 
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APPROVAL OF APRIL 14, 2010 MEETING MINUTES 

  

Motion was made by Mr. Jennings, seconded by Mr. Conway, to approve the minutes of 

the April 14, 2010 town board meeting. 

 

The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: Yes 

 

DEPARTMENT HEAD INPUT 

 

Assessor  

 

Brad Brennan stated that they finished their 2010 Tentative Assessment Roll today and 

that the County will print it for us tonight.  If there are no problems we hope to have it 

posted by Friday.  The roll will be formally filed on May 1, 2010 and posted in the local 

newspapers.  The notices of assessment changes will be sent out by early next week. 

 

Ms. Zambrano - Will this be posted on the website? 

 

Brad Brennan – We already posted the fact information, so that is available.  

 

Zoning – None 

 

Engineer – None 

 

Attorney – None 

 

Park & Recreation - None 

 

Comptroller  

 

Shirlie Stuart explained that she had invoices for two legal services performed in 

connection with two different certioraris actions.  One is for Lowe’s in the amount of 

$2,186.86 and the other for New Dimensions Properties, in the amount of $1,600.00 for a 

total of $3,786.86.   

 

Motion was made by Ms. Zambrano, seconded by Mr. Jennings, to authorize payments of 

legal incvoices in connection with Lowe’s certiorari action in the amount of $2,186.86 

and New Dimensions Properties’ certiorari action in the amount of $1,600.00. 

  

The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: Yes 

 

Police - None 

 

Highway  

 

Chris Woznica asked that Ron Ketchum, Foreman and Carl Price, the new mechanic, be 

taken off probation at a rate of $22.70 and $21.70 respectively.  
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Motion was made by Ms. Zambrano, seconded by Mr. Conway, to approve taking Ron 

Ketchum, Foreman, and Carl Price, mechanic, be taken off probation at a rate of $22.70 

per hour and $21.76 per hour respectfully. 

The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: Yes 

 

Town Clerk  

 

Tracy Cosilmon thanked all the groups who participated in the Earth Day Cleanup. 

According to OCRRA, 9,000 people participated collecting over 65,000 pounds of debris. 

 

Tracy also thanked members of the Cicero United Methodist Church for volunteering to 

clean the chairs in the court room as part of a community project that they participated in.   

They did a wonderful job and have presented the town with a certificate of thanks for 

allowing them to serve us.  

 

Tracy Cosilmon requested approval to grant a permit for the annual J. H. Spire American 

Legion Post 787 Memorial Day Parade that will be held on May 31, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. 

that will proceed from the Cicero Cemetery on Route 11 to the American Legion Post on 

Route 31 and to donate $500.00 to defray the costs. 

  

Motion was made by Mr. Corl, seconded by Mr. Jennings, to approve the request for the 

annual J. H. Spire American Legion Post 787 Memorial Day Parade to be held May 31, 

2010 at 9:00 a.m. and to donate $500.00 to help defray their costs.  

 

The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: Yes 

 

Tracy Cosilmon requested approval for the Cicero Falcons to hold their annual fireworks 

display on September 11, 2010.  All the necessary documentation has been received and 

the permitting fee should be waived as this is a not for profit organization. 

 

Motion was made by Mr. Jennings, seconded by Mr. Conway, to approve the Fireworks 

Permit for the Cicero Falcons which will be held on September 11, 2010, at Central Park, 

with the fee being waived.  

 

The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: Yes 

 

Ms. Zambrano explained that Sharon Edick was called away on a family emergency and 

the board promised to take up her request to attend a conference in Lake Placid. I would 

like to remind my colleagues on the board and those in attendance, that we have a new 

policy to try to limit travel to courses for our staff in order to save money.  

 

Mr. Jennings, the breakdown of expenses is $100.00 for the registration fee and $545.00 

for the hotel expense. Sharon was going to use a town vehicle if one is available.  There  
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has been a lot of discussion regarding this and Sharon presented an outlay of why she 

should attend this conference.  I realize we have a cash flow problem in the town, but, in 

talking with Sharon, I feel we should approve the expenditure. 

 

Mr. Corl stated that he felt the information that Sharon provided in her outlay explained 

the value of the information she would be learning to better serve the residents of the 

town.  There will be training regarding credit card usage and many new techniques.  I feel 

she laid out a pretty good case for herself and I feel it would be money well spent.  

 

Mr. Conway stated that Sharon deserves to go and that it is appropriate for her to go. She 

contributed $25,000.00 plus to the town in tax money, which she does every year.     

 

Ms. Zambrano stated that Sharon goes to the one in NY City and that she went this year 

and has gone for the last 10 years.  

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Jennings, seconded by Mr. Conway, to approve an expenditure 

of $645.00 to cover the cost of the registration fee and hotel expense for Sharon Edick to 

attend the Tax Receiver’s Conference in Lake Placid, and to use a town vehicle.  

 

The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: No 

 

APPROVAL OF ABSTRACT #8 OF 2010 

 

Motion was made by Ms. Zambrano, seconded by Mr. Conway, to approve Abstract #8 

of 2010 as follows: 

 

General Fund  Voucher #699 to Voucher # 769 In the amount of $394,356.94 

Highway Fund  Voucher #225H to 252H  In the amount of $  88,685.15 

 

The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: Yes 

 

BUDGET MODIFICATIONS 

 

Motion was made by Mr. Corl, seconded by Mr. Conway, to approve the following 

budget modifications as follows: 

 

AMOUNT FROM           TO  

  CODE          CODE 

 
$   1,225.75 A13554  Assessor Contractual         3A13551   Assessors Personal Services 

$         80.40 A10104  TB Contractual        A19504     Taxes 

$           2.40      B801046 Seminars and Conferences  B80204     Zoning Contractual  

  

The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: Yes 
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SET DATE FOR SEALED BIDS FOR THE CONTRACT FOR MAINTENANCE AND 

IMPROVEMENTS OF DRAINAGE FACILITIES FOR MAY 24, 2010 

 

Ms. Zambrano read the following: 

 
Ms. Zambrano asked Wayne Dean if he was in agreement of the language of the bid 

notice.  

 

Wayne Dean – Yes, I am.  

  

Motion was made by Ms. Zambrano, seconded by Mr. Jennings, to advertise the bid, 

setting May 24, 2010 at 11:00 a.m. to accept sealed bids at Cicero Town Hall, 8236 South 

Main Street, Cicero, NY, and consider a contract for the maintenance and improvements 

of drainage facilities in the Town of Cicero. 
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The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: Yes 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON REQUEST BY SEAYCO-THF CICERO MARKET, LLC TO 

REZONE A PARCEL OF PROPERTY LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF NY 

STATE ROTUE 11 BETWEEN LINCOLN AVE. AND STEVENS DRIVE, FROM 

REGIONAL COMMERCIAL TO GENERAL COMMERCIAL  

 

Proof of publication and posting was presented to the Town Board by Town Clerk. 

 

The public notice read as follows: 

 

P. H. Zone change Route 11 (Seayco) Proposed Notice of Public Hearing Town of 

Cicero.  PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a Public Hearing will be held by the Town Board 

of the Town of Cicero on the 28
th

 day of April 2010, 7:00 P.M. at the Town Hall, Town 

of Cicero, 8236 South Main Street, Cicero, New York to consider the following: a local 

law to amend the Town’s Zoning Ordinance as follows: The following property in the 

Town of Cicero, New York, presently located in the Regional Commercial district as 

defined in the Town of Cicero Zoning Ordinance adopted March 26, 2001, is hereby 

rezoned and designated General Commercial under said Ordinance, subject to all 

regulations created and established relative to said General Commercial district.          

 

Tax Map No/SBL  Property Address   Reputed Owner 

44-1-17.1   NYS Route (east side)  SEAYCO-THF Cicero 

    approximately between  Market, LLC    

    Lincoln Avenue  

    Stevens Drive 

Discussion: 

 

Eric Haselbauer from Harter, Secrest and Emery was present on behalf of the applicant 

and explained that they did have some preliminary discussions last month regarding this 

zone change application.  The zone change application affects the 3.03 acres of land 

located on NYS Route 11 which is south of the credit union parcel, which is a GC parcel 

to the southern signalized entrance to the shopping center, which is on the map that was 

provided to the town. It is shown on the map as three out parcels along Route 11.  Since 

we last spoke about this last month, we have had conversations with the Planning Board 

Chairman and other people at the town.  We have discussed several of the issues that 

have been raised regarding this application and this project.  I think those conversations 

have been helpful and we were able to identify some issues that some citizens have 

raised.  I was able to take those back to my client and my client who is the developer has 

had conversations with members of the town and also the public.  These discussions have 

been helpful over the past month, to clear up and address some of the issues and get us to 

a point where we can come back to the town board and request approval of the zone 

change for this land.  I appeared at the Planning Board’s, April 7, 2010 meeting and that 

meeting was for the Planning Board to make their recommendation to this board 

regarding this re-zoning.  The Planning Board did vote unanimously to issue a positive 

recommendation for the zone change.  At that meeting, they found that the requested 

zone change to General Commercial was consistent with the town’s comprehensive plan 

and was consistent with other zoning in the area along Route 11 and similar out parcels 

across the street and to the north of the land.   I do have a representative from THF who is 

here this evening and are happy to participate in any discussion that this board feels is 

appropriate.  

 

Ms. Zambrano asked Ron DeTota and Wayne Dean if they had any comments.  
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Wayne Dean – No 

 

Ron DeTota – I don’t either.  The only thing that Eric has said, is that the GC is more 

suitable for these lot sizes than what it currently has.  

 

The public hearing was opened at 7:23 p.m.  

 

Speaking for: 

 

 

 

 

Mary Jo Hoover, Noel Road read the following: 

 
To answer Mary Jo’s question regarding whether the rest of the land would remain 

Regional Commercial, Mr. Haselbauer explained that the GC zoning designation is 

intended to apply only to this strip of land and that the remainder will remain as the 

district boundaries are currently drawn. 
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Mary Jo asked if THF would sell the property or develop it as planned. 

 

Mr. Robert Green from THF Realty - The intentions for the property, is to develop it, but, 

they have no plans before the board at this time. Whether it will be developed as a ground 

lease or a sale transaction would be based upon an individual business deal that has not 

been structured at this time.  At this time, there are no transactions that are pending, or 

letters of intent or any other intentions to develop the property, near term or long term.  

 

Speaking against: 

 

Tim Murphy, Noel Road stated that he wasn’t against the zone change as they have every 

right to build out there, but, they have to deal with a lot of noise intrusions on them. He 

expressed that they live in fear over there as they don’t know what the developer is going 

to do next. With the out parcels there will be more impervious surfaces, with parking lot 

runoff, more traffic delays.  He also wanted the fence and the berm to be finished and for 

a swale to be put in due to the type soil conditions they have, as the impervious surfaces 

are going to make the people living downstream, wet. They get a lot of noise from the 

WalMart as it faces them and was wondering if they could buffer their area more.         

 

Ms. Zambrano – Robert Green has offered, after this meeting, sometime in the future, to 

meet with concerned residents about issues and try to address them.  

 

Chris Marinelli, Noel Road had no problems with the building on the three lots, but 

wanted to know why things were cleared for Phase II.  What are they going to do and is it 

going to be finished?  We have a berm and a fence that isn’t finished and I have been one 

of the homeowners who have had shoplifters in my shed and I’ve found the police in my 

back yard and it is very unnerving and scary. The noise from the WalMart parking lot is 

unbearable when they run their leaf blower, especially at 3:00 a.m.  I’ve asked them not 

to do it anymore.  There must be some type of noise ordinance in this town. I have 

spoken to the last board about this and have gotten nowhere.  I want to know if they are 

just taking down the woods, or if something is going to be built there?  

       

Ms. Zambrano stated that per her observation when this was originally proposed, the 

economy was a lot different than it is now. She has also spoken with Chief Snell in regard 

to the noise issues and he is willing to send his people out there. Plans are being made to 

have a meeting with the WalMart Management to address some of these issues. Chris 

was asked if he would be willing to participate in those meetings. 

 

Chris Marinelli – Yes, absolutely 

 

Chief Snell stated that if Mr. Marinelli would contact him with the times of the 

disturbances and he’d have the noise meter out there to measure the decibels, to see if it is 

in violation. If they are, they will be cited.      

 

Wayne Dean – We do have a Noise Ordinance, but it would be hard for our department to 

enforce it as it happens when we aren’t around.      

 

Board Comments: 

  

Mr. Conway felt the decision on this should be postponed until the next meeting to allow 

us to meet with the residents to discuss issues relative to the berm and lighting, etc. 

 

Ms. Zambrano – The people who got up and spoke weren’t against the zone change for 

the three parcels. The other issues were with Phase II 

 

Mr. Corl – The public hearing is still open, do you want to close it?   

 

Ms. Zambrano asked the board how they felt about closing the public hearing. 

 

Mr. Corl asked if the berm would be something that he would be willing to addressed, 

even though it isn’t a land usage issue. 
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Mr. Green - Absolutely  

 

Mr. Jennings – The Deputy Supervisor said that we’re just looking at the zoning from 

Regional Commercial to General Commercial.  Jessica, Ron and I went over there and 

walked and looked at it and I believe their issues should be looked at but, we need to 

close this public hearing and act on the zone change as it was presented.  

 

The hearing was closed at 7:40 p.m. 

 

Mr. Corl asked Wayne if a County Referral has been received.  

 

Wayne Dean stated he wasn’t sure if they did or not as he didn’t have it in front of him.  

 

Brenda Colella stated that when she checked with the office yesterday, they hadn’t 

received it.  They are set to meet on May 3, 2010.  She recommended that the action be 

deferred until the board gets that referral. 

      

Mr. Corl – Obviously, we need to have County Referral before we make our decision.  

Our Planning Board has made a positive recommendation and it has been referred to the 

County.  That referral is necessary in order for us to act further legally.  

 

Ms. Zambrano – Do we need their feedback before we vote on this? 

 

Brenda Colella – You can act on this subject to their recommendation, but, because you 

only have four board members so far, it would make it a little complicated not knowing 

what their recommendation would be.  If they disapprove it and you approve it, you 

would need a vote of a majority plus one.  

 

Ms. Zambrano – We will defer a vote until we get the County Resolution.  

 

Brenda Colella - That would be our recommendation. 

 

Motion was made by Mr. Corl, seconded by Mr. Conway, to defer the vote regarding the 

zone change for the parcels on the east side of NYS Route 11 between Lincoln Ave. and 

Stevens Drive from Regional Commercial to General Commercial until the May 12, 2010 

Town Board Meeting.  

 

The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: Yes 

 

APPROVAL OF SILTATION AND EROSION CONTROL AGREEMENT FOR 

WALLINGTON MEADOWS, SECTION NO. 7 SUBDIVISON 

 

Motion was made by Ms. Zambrano, seconded by Mr. Conway, to authorize the 

Supervisor to execute the Siltation Erosion Control Agreement between Combat 

Construction, LLC, for Wallington Meadows, Section No. 7, subdivision development, as 

presented, upon Combat Construction, LLC providing the required security of 

$50,000.00.    

 

The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: Yes 
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APPROVAL TO ACCEPT BID FOR POLICE VEHICLE  

 
Chief Snell requested approval to award the bid for a 2010 Ford Crown Victoria Interceptor to 

DeLacy Ford in the amount of $21,493.92.   He also stated that he submitted the grant application 

today for the purchase of three new cars through the Department of Criminal Justice Services.  

 

Motion was made by Ms. Zambrano, seconded by Mr. Jennings, to award the bid to DeLacy 

Ford, in the amount of $21,493.92, to purchase a 2010 Ford Crown Victoria Interceptor police 

vehicle.  

 

The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: Yes 

 

PARKS & RECREATION STAFF APPOINTMENTS  

 

Motion was made by Mr. Corl, seconded by Mr. Conway, to approve the following Parks 

& Recreation seasonal staff appointments.  

 

Lifeguard 

Hire Rate: $8.50/hour A7150.1 ($9.50; B7150.1 during Learn to Swim  

Hire Date: May 7, 2010 

Mitchell Bower, 9443 Steamship Manhattan, Brewerton     

Nicholas Snow, 7355 Lakeshore Road, Cicero  

Richard Blackburn, 8568 Treeview Circle, Cicero   

 

Swimming Facilities Manager  

 

Hire Rate:       $10.50/hour; A7150.1 

Hire Date: May 7, 2010 

Sean McCarthy, 618 Boston Road, Mattydale  

 

Assistant Swimming Facilities Manager  

Hire Rate:       $9.75/hour; A7150.1 

Hire Date: May 7, 2010 

John McCabe, 8448 Flat Car Circle, Cicero     

 

Learn to Swim Coordinator (WSI) 

Hire Rate: $10.50/hour; B7150.1 

Hire Date: June 21, 2010 

Aimee Geis, 227 Elm Street, N. Syracuse 

 

Park Laborer  

Hire Rate:        $8.50/hour;A7110.11 

Hire Date: June 28, 2010 

Zach Maurer, 33 Church St., Parish 

 

The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: Yes 
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APPROVE APPOINTMENT OF KRISTEN STANTON TO THE GREATER CICERO 

COMMUNITY YOUTH BOARD  

 

Motion was made by Mr. Conway, seconded by Mr. Jennings, to approve the 

appointment of Kristen Stanton as a member to the Greater Cicero Community Youth 

Board effective immediately to expire December 31, 2010. 

 

The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: Yes 

 

SET BID DATE FOR MAY 17, 2010 AT 10:00 A.M. FOR GATEWAY 

PLAYGROUND AND PARK AMENITIES PROJECT 

 

Motion was made by Ms. Zambrano, seconded by Mr. Corl, to set Monday, May 17, 

2010 at 10:00 a.m., at the Cicero Town Hall, 8236 South Main Street, Cicero, NY, to 

accept sealed bids for the Gateway Playground and Park Amenities to be paid through the 

2009 grant funds for the Community Development Project. 

 

The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: Yes 

 

YOUTH BUREAU AND PARKS & RECREATION PURCHASE APPROVALS  

 

Motion was made by Mr. Jennings, seconded by Ms. Zambrano, to authorize an 

expenditure of $1,400.00 to be paid via fees, to purchase Day Camp Supplies from S & S 

Worldwide, Budget Code B7140.40. 

 

The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: Yes 

 

ENGINEERING FOR THE WILLIAM PARK GAZEBO PROJECT 

 VALESKY GRANT AWARD $60,000.00  

 

Motion was made by Ms. Zambrano, seconded by Mr. Jennings, to authorize an 

expenditure of $4,800.00 to Maxian & Horst, Licensed Landscape Architects and Land 

Planner for engineering services for the William Park Gazebo Project to be paid via the 

$60,000.00 Valesky Grant Award, to include the site plan, construction drawings, grading 

& drainage plans, bid documents, reviewing the bids and recommendation to the town 

regarding construction administration and review, Budget Code A7110.459. 

 

The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: Yes 
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Jody Rogers mentioned that they did put up dog cutouts at William Park and Sleeth Park 

and to date we haven’t had any geese problem. We’re keeping our fingers crossed that 

this might be a part of the procedure and process to help with maintaining our park at the 

beach.  You all can check Jeff Cramer’s article tomorrow as I believe he is a humorist 

who is going to write an interesting story about us tomorrow.  

   

HIGHWAY PURCHASES  

Differential for truck #26 

 

Motion was made by Mr. Conway, seconded by Ms. Zambrano, to authorize an 

expenditure of approximately $3,000.00 to repair the rear differential on truck #26. 

 

The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: Yes 

 

Top and binder for repair work on roads  

 

Motion was made by Mr. Conway, seconded by Ms. Zambrano, to authorize an 

expenditure of $5,000.00 to Barrett Paving Materials, for assorted top and binder for 

repair work on roads. 

 

The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: Yes 

PUBLIC INPUT 

 

Don Snyder, Mud Mill Road stated that he wants to keep up with the issues of the town 

and today, in trying to get all of my homework done, I checked the website and unloaded 

the agenda for tonight, but, I also wanted to look at the meeting minutes from the last 

meeting and they weren’t there.  I understand that the board would not like them 

published until they are approved and read the following memo.  

 

TO:  Cicero Town Board 

 

FROM: Donald L. Snyder 

 

SUBJECT: Publishing of Town Board Meeting Minutes 

 

DATE:  April 28, 2010 

 

I was not at the Board meeting held on April 14, 2010.  I went to the Town web site and 

was able to get a copy of the agenda.  I was not able to get a copy of the minutes.  I 

realize the Board approves the meeting minutes at its next meeting.  I feel the board 

should allow the Town Clerk to post the current minutes on the web site ASAP with NOT 

YET APPROVED printed across each page.  After the minutes get Board approval any 

changes can be made and the disclaimer removed from the posted minutes. 

 

We the people were told we were entering into a new era of a more open government.  At 

the current time we cannot be up to speed on the Board activities, if we miss a meeting 

for at least two weeks after the meeting has taken place.  

 

I request the current policy be changed and that the Board minutes be uploaded to the 

Town web site ASAP after the regular meeting.  
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Ms. Zambrano stated that it was a good suggestion. 

 

Deborah Gardner, Vernon Road stated that last year we were informed by the then town 

attorney that they were the Town Clerk’s minutes and that they didn’t even have to be 

approved.  I believe they started to be approved in the late 1960’s or 70’s.  Also I would 

like to point out that there was at least one set of minutes if not two, that were posted at 

the end of 2009 or the beginning of 2010 before they were approved. I agree with Mr. 

Snyder’s proposal.  At one time, I use to get the unapproved minutes and someone would 

scan them and then they were put up on the Democrat website. We no longer provide that 

service any more as they are posted on the website, but it would be nice for people who 

are interested to see them before the meeting.  

 

Tracy Cosilmon – I would like to point out that when they are done, they are immediately 

available in my office and they do have an unapproved stamp on them. Anyone can get 

them at any time. I did approach the new board and asked if they could be on the town’s 

website.  The Planning Board wasn’t in agreement with allowing their minutes to be on 

the website when they were unapproved, because they do make changes. I will do 

whatever the board advises me to do.  

 

Deborah Gardner suggested that a watermark be put on them that says their unapproved 

and people won’t be able to print them out, but, they can be saved in a PDF form which 

takes a couple mouse clicks on your computer. There are easy ways to do it and I’d be 

willing to come up with more ideas and help in anyway that I can.  

 

Tracy Cosilmon – The Planning Board puts a DRAFT Watermark on theirs.  

 

Mr. Snyder stated that the Planning Board Minutes are as important to those of us sitting 

in this room as the Town Board Meeting Minutes. I think they should be made more 

available and marked unapproved, which says to the public, we have nothing to hide and 

that anything we put in our minutes is available to see since, you are the ones we are 

responsible to.  I think it would help further the open government plan that we have tried 

to move into.  

 

Ms. Zambrano agreed with that and asked Tracy if she felt the Town Board shouldn’t do 

it because the Planning Board doesn’t want to. 

 

Tracy Cosilmon - No, I did put them on the website, as Deborah said and then I was told 

not to put the unapproved minutes, I believe by you. There was a big discussion on it. 

 

Ms. Zambrano – I rescinded that in a memo three days later. 

 

Tracy Cosilmon – I don’t have any problem putting the unapproved minutes on the 

website if that is what this board chooses to do. 

 

Mr. Corl asked Mark Marzullo if he had any problem with this. 

 

Mark Marzullo stated that he didn’t hear the question.  He had a problem when he 

couldn’t get the town’s unapproved minutes sent to him and that’s been corrected. He 

stated that he would be happy to bring it in front of his board as he thought the minutes 

should be available to the public as soon as possible with the word DRAFT on it.  I will 

address my board and our attorney for his opinion.    

 

Ms. Zambrano – I had originally objected because I wanted to make some changes to the 

minutes and then it was clarified by the Town Attorney that it is not our purview to do 

that, because the minutes belong to the Town Clerk and that the board doesn’t have to 

approve them.  

 

Mr. Jennings – I have no objection and think it’s a good idea. As Deborah said, we had 

them on the Cicero Democratic website and quite a few people went to that website and I 

think the town can provide the same service. Also as Mark said, the Planning Board 
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might come on board with us.  All the information we have should be out to the residents, 

who we were elected by and who we are here to serve. 

 

 

Mr. Corl asked Brenda Colella if she had any objections with this. 

 

Brenda Colella – No, I don’t. 

 

Mr. Conway – I feel the same way. 

 

Mr. Corl – Obviously, you have to have some consideration for time for Tracy to get 

them together.  

 

Motion was made by Ms. Zambrano, seconded by Mr. Jennings, to post the unapproved 

Town Board Minutes on the town’s website. 

 

The motion was approved as follows: 

 

Mr. Conway:  Yes 

Mr. Jennings:  Yes 

 

Discussion: 

 

Mr. Corl asked Tracy if she had any problems with this. 

 

Tracy Cosilmon – No, I never did.  I post the Planning and Zoning Board Minutes and if 

they decide they want this done, I’d appreciate it if they would notify me. 

 

Continuation of the vote: 

 

Mr. Corl:  Yes 

Ms. Boyke:  Absent 

Ms. Zambrano: Yes, but don’t feel like you need to speed up the time in 

                                            getting them done.  Sometimes they are very long and they  

                                            and they take longer.  

 

Don Snyder stated that you just saw local government in action. He had some concerns 

and he brought them to the board and they addressed it. He thanked the board for their 

action.   

    

Department Head Comments – None 

 

Engineer Comments - None 

 

Attorney Comments - None 

 

Board Comments  

 

Mr. Jennings stated that we really need to look at the training as it is an essential part for 

the employee’s or Department Heads.  We need to look at each case on an individual 

basis and if training is State mandated that’s fine, but, if it isn’t State mandated, but, is 

valuable training to people who have been placed in responsible positions in this town, 

we need to look at it on that basis. 

 

Mr. Corl thanked Tracy for the good job on the coordination of the Earth Day pickup.  

It’s always a pleasure and it was another good job this year and we appreciate your 

efforts.  

 

Ms. Zambrano – The Planning Board held its pre-meeting workshop session today and 

they are always quite productive.  I believe the agenda is posted on the website for next 

Wednesday. The other thing I’d like to mention is that I’ve always been concerned with 

the spending in the town and I thought I’d track this from time to time about legal fees in 
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the town.  As I mentioned before, this is our 8
th

 Regular Town Board Meeting and I 

wanted to say that this year, we have spent $26,572.15 for the Gilberti, Stinziano Law 

Firm, our new attorney as compared to $83,274.86 by the 8
th

 Regular Meeting in 2009.  I 

think this is quite a savings and I am glad to report these figures.  

 

 

Mr. Corl - Regarding the fees that were just quoted, I think people have to keep in mind 

that last year, we had an Economic Development Program that was done away with this 

year. It was a program that we had for a few years that helped to get grants for the town, 

so I think those other numbers incorporated those. 

 

Ms. Zambrano – Never the less it is a savings.      

 

There being no further business before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 

 

 

 

________________ 

Tracy M. Cosilmon 

Town Clerk 
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