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STATE OF NEW YORK  

ONONDAGA COUNTY  
TOWN OF CICERO 

 

 
       SS: 

 

The Cicero Town Board held their regular meeting on Wednesday, January 23, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Cicero Town Hall, 8236 Brewerton Road, Cicero, NY 13039. 

 

 

Present:                 Jim Corl, Supervisor 
     Jessica Zambrano, Councilor  

     C. Vernon Conway, Councilor 

     Lynn Jennings, Councilor  
     Tim Burtis, Councilor 

      

     
Others Present:    Tracy Cosilmon, Town Clerk               

     Christopher Woznica, Highway  

     Joseph Snell, Police Chief 

     Robert Germain, Germain & Germain, Town Attorney  
     John T. Camp, C & S Companies, Town Engineer 

 

   
Supervisor Corl indicated where the fire exits were and read the following statement: 

 

The Cicero Town Board acknowledges the importance of full public participation in all public 

hearings and therefore urges all who wish to address those in attendance to utilize the microphones 
located in the front of the room.  At this time please turn off your cell phones and be sure to speak 

clearly into the microphones to enable all to hear.  

 
The meeting was opened at 6:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

A moment of silence was observed in remembrance of our men and women serving in the Armed 
Forces in harms way. 

  

 

 
 

S.E.Q.R. 

(State Environmental Quality Review Act) 
 

Supervisor Corl moved the adoption of a resolution that all actions taken tonight are Type Two (2) 

or Unlisted actions under the New York Environmental Quality Review Act unless otherwise 
determined.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 

 

Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   

 
 

 

 
APPROVAL OF TOWN BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 

Councilor Jennings moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the minutes of the  

January 9, 2013 Regular Town Board Meeting.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Zambrano. 
           . 

Ayes- 5 and Noes – 0. Motion carried.  
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BUDGET MODIFICATIONS 
 

 

Councilor Burtis moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the following budget 

modifications and asked that they also put on the record as follows:   
 
 

TOWN BOARD MEETING 

01/23/2013 

 

2012 

BUDGET MODIFICATIONS 

 

FROM          $              TO 

 

DB90608 CDL Highway CDL Benefit           300.00    DB90608 EX Highway Eyecare         

                                                                                                                    Reimbursement 

A13154  Yearend Payroll Adjustment   .01    A13151 Comptroller 

A50104  “      .06    A50101 Highway Admin 

A677211 “              109.65    A67721 Senior Personal Services 

B31201  “            2167.43  

B312014 “            1141.82 

B312040 “              244.98    B31201 Police Personal Services 

B312043             4169.45    B312011 Police Office Salaried 

B312046T Utilities Police Trailer  1.67    B312046 Telephone 
 

  

 

BUDGET AMENDMENTS      

 

Revenue     Appropriations 

 

 

2013 BUDGET MODIFICATIONS 

 

DB90608 Medical & Dental       3000.00 DB90608 MI Highway Medical         

                                                                                                                    Incentive 

 

Motion was seconded by Councilor Jennings. 

 

Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 
 

Councilor Jennings questioned, even though board action is not required, on the abstract there is a 

check number 4507 to Computer Outlet to coordinate video streaming and said he didn’t 

remember that coming up for a vote or an action.   
 

Supervisor Corl asked if it was for $99.00. 

 
Councilor Jennings replied yes. 

 

Supervisor Corl stated that he didn’t have the abstract in front of him, but as they know the 
comptroller, this was an expense with a necessity.  Computer Outlet probably came in and took a 

look at whether or not video streaming was a viable option for the town and he thought they would 

be giving them more information or recommendations on whether it could be done or not. 

 
 

PRESENTATION OF STATE OF THE STATE BY A REPRESENTATIVE FROM 

GOVERNOR CUOMO’S OFFICE, HELD AT 4:30 PM 
 

Supervisor Corl stated that originally they had thought that one of the commissioners from the 

state was going to be in attendance at the regular town board meeting; however, on Monday he did 

receive a call from the Governor’s office indicating that our Lieutenant Governor, Robert Duffy 
would be present and could be present at 4:30 p.m. that day; rather than one of the commissioners 

at the 6:30 meeting.  Supervisor Corl had welcomed the opportunity and Lieutenant Governor, 

Robert Duffy was in attendance at 4:30 p.m., for a presentation about the Governor’s Budget. He 
met with Supervisor Corl and the other board members prior and was very interested in the Town 

of Cicero and its operations.  There were representatives here most of the day, who also had the 

ability to talk to most of the departments and do a tour. Supervisor Corl said that it was very 
informational for them to see how the town operates as a local municipality and that they were 
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receptive to ideas as to how things, such as Mandate Relief, could be effective for the town on a 

local level.  
 

Supervisor Corl said they appreciated the Lieutenant Governor coming to the Town of Cicero. He 

said the Lieutenant Governor did a fine job and it was an honor to host him. 

 
 

PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER A ZONE CHANGE FROM AGRICULTURAL TO 

RESIDENTIAL 10 AND GENERAL COMMERCIAL FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 

7697 ROUTE 31, TAX MAP NUMBERS 72-1-5.1 & 72-1-5.2  

 

Supervisor Corl stated he did have proof of publication and adjacent parcels were notified 

with a post card.  
 

Proof of publication and posting was presented to the Town board by Town Clerk.  
 

The public notice read as follows: 

 
TOWN OF CICERO PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

 

 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that there will be introduced before the Town Board of the Town of Cicero, County of 

Onondaga and State of New York, an application to consider  

 

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the public hearing will be held on the aforesaid application at the 

Town Hall, located at 8236 Brewerton Road, Cicero, New York 13039, on the 23RD day of January 2013, commencing at 

approximately 6:30 P.M., local time, at which time all interested persons will be given an opportunity to be heard. 

 

DATED:  January 9th, 2013 

TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF CICERO, 

COUNTY OF ONONDAGA, NEW YORK 
BY:  TOWN CLERK 
 

Supervisor Corl stated opened the public hearing, but said that they did not have a 
response back yet from the Planning Board; as they continue to look at issues on the 
zone change. But, they were going to have the public hearing anyways and keep it open 
until they received the recommendation.  Supervisor Corl asked Robert Germain to 
correct him if he was wrong. 
 
Robert Germain assured Supervisor Corl that he was correct.   
 
Robert stated that in the interest of fairness, and because he was sure that there may 
have been people there that had come that evening to be heard or may be interested, 
that it was advertised as such and they could open the public hearing.  But, his 
suggestion was to keep it open and then adjourn it to whichever meeting was appropriate 
in order to get the recommendation back as a continuation of the public hearing.   
 
Supervisor Corl replied that it was okay and stated that before he formally opened the 
public hearing that the engineer for the project was there and asked him to explain to the 
board what he was going to do.  
 
Ken Pinkham from ERS Consultants, a representative for the project asked if the 
adjoiners had or has an opportunity to view the maps.  
 
Supervisor Corl said they did have an opportunity and were sent post cards. It was up to 
them.  It was published on the website, along with the actual map.  At the next meeting 
they will have it on the screen, but they did not make those arrangements for that 
evening.  
 
Ken Pinkham explained that what they wanted to do was have a zone change on the 
frontage of the property, in a triangular shape, across Route 31; that’s an Agricultural 
zone (1 acre zoning). Beyond that, more towards the creek is an R-10 zone. What they 
are trying to do is incorporate a R10 throughout the entire property so they can move 
ahead with development. 
 
Supervisor Corl asked how many acre parcel it was. 
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Ken Pickum replied that it was about 152 acres and out of that they are yielding 
approximately 199 residences and one commercial property.  
 
Supervisor Corl stated that they were going to keep this public hearing open for people to 
have a further opportunity and said maybe Ken could come back at the next meeting if 
necessary. 
 
Supervisor Corl solicited board comments. 
 
Board comments – None 
 
Public Hearing was opened at 6:49 p.m. 

 

Speaking for –  

 

Bud Peko, 8273 Cody’s Corner, said he saw the project and thought it would be a great 

opportunity for Cicero; especially this area with the lake. He thought for Cicero to have 

another project on the lake, with direct access to the lake, is exciting and he hopes the 

board looks favorably towards it. 

 

Supervisor Corl said, like the map had indicated, that a good chunk of the parcel does 

back up right to Chittenango Creek. 

 

Ken Pinkham agreed that it did.  He said that one issue was the fact that a major part of the 

balance of the property still stays in the Conservation Green Space.  The portion beyond 

the right-of-way, power lines and sanitary right-of-way is all going to be open space.  

They do have a planned marina for that area down there, but that’s also for access to the 

lake, and to the creek.  But essentially, a fairly large portion of the property is going to 

remain in conservation and an open recreation area.  

 

Chet Dudzinski, 7169 Island Rd., said he had an opportunity to look at this project 

downtown, at County Planning, and it’s probably something that the Town of Cicero 

should have had a long time ago.   He said that if you think about Bridgeport, there are 

some things that are happening down there; they did have an opportunity to put some 

commercial development down there to broaden the tax base and take the burden of the 

taxes off of the rest of the residents.  But, if this project were able to go forward, he dare 

say that they will have some type of a grocery store down in that plaza in a very short 

time.  That’s exactly what’s going to trigger someone being interested in that parcel there 

and what will also happen is they’ll have continued commercial development on that end 

of the town; which in turn as everyone should know that we lost our $600,000 in sales tax.   

So the more commercial development that can be brought to the town, the better off 

everyone will be.  The houses are going to be the best thing that you can possibly get 

because when commercial development asks questions, they ask what the roof tops are, 

and you can sit there and say “I have 200 more right in the Bridgeport area,” and as soon 

as they hear that they are definitely going to be interested.  He thinks it’s a fabulous 

project and they should give it some very serious consideration about approving the zone 

change.   

 

Councilor Jennings addressed Chet Dudzinski and told him that his comments were well 

taken.  However, the Onondaga County Planning Board, on their December 27
th
 meeting, 

which he had a copy of said at the very end, “Now there for it be it resolved that the 

Onondaga County Planning Board recommends that said application be disapproved.”   

 

Chet Dudzinski said that was true. 

 

Councilor Jennings asked what the reasons given were. 

 

Chet Dudzinski replied that there were two of them that were for the project.  He believes 

that there’s a good possibility that the reason why it was turned down, and he suggested 

they look into it, is because of the small section of commercial development on Route 31.  

There were some questions that were brought up about that, and he really believes that if 

there was some way that it could be possibly taken out of there, if the developer would 

like, he believes it could fly downtown and it would probably be approved. 
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Speaking against – None 

 

Supervisor Corl solicited any further comments or discussion. 

 
Comments - None 

 

Supervisor Corl stated they were going to leave the hearing open until the next meeting, defer 

decision and by then they should have more information from the Planning Board.   
 

Robert Germain asked if they could do a board vote to adjourn the public hearing, to keep it open 

to the next meeting. 

 

Supervisor asked if the next board meeting would be February 13
th

.   

 

Councilor Zambrano asked if the Planning Board would have enough time to collect 

additional information by the next meeting. 

 

Robert Germain commented that he thought it was on for next Monday night, so they 

should be able to.  If they don’t have it, then they can obviously do the same thing again. 

The risk they run is having to drag out citizens that want to be heard on it.   

 

Supervisor Corl moved for the adoption of a resolution to Adjourn the Public Hearing and 

keep it open until the February 13
th
 meeting.  Motion was seconded by Councilor 

Jennings. 

 

Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

ISSUE REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR BRUSH, GRASS, RUBBISH, WEEDS, 

POOL CLEAN UP AND CONTROL AND BOARDING-UP PROPERTIES FOR 2013 

FOR THE TOWN OF CICERO 

 

Supervisor Corl stated that the proposal was circulated to all board members and that this 

proposal was drafted by Bernie English and reviewed by Steve Procopio in the Codes 

office.  They were the ones who developed the list of individuals that this proposal will go 

to.  It will help the Codes office, when the time comes later this year, and they need to call 

on organizations to mow grass that is out of control and do clean ups, so that they will 

have an idea of what the costs will be. 

 

Supervisor Corl solicited any questions. 

 

Councilor Jennings stated they just received the proposal that night, and it was dated that 

day, and that he really hadn’t read the whole thing in its entirety.   

 

Supervisor Corl said he thought it was dated for that day, but that it had been distributed 

well before then. He explained that basically what it does is sends a list. Their getting 

quotes for what the individuals would charge the town for these mitigating services.  

 

Supervisor Corl stated that Bernie English recommended that they actually do this once a 

year, so the Codes office has this to rely on. It would enable them to quickly get people in 

there to board up and clean up the properties.  

 

Supervisor Corl moved the adoption of a resolution to Issue a Request for Proposals for 

Brush, Grass, Rubbish, Weeds, Pool Clean Up and Control and Boarding-Up Properties 

for 2013, for the Town of Cicero.   Motion was seconded by Councilor Zambrano.  

 

Ayes - 4 and Noes - 1.  Opposed – Councilor Jennings 

                                      Motion carried. 
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RESOLVE PENDING CORRECTION OF ERRORS WITH NORTHERN ONONDAGA 

PUBLIC LIBRARY IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,630.38 (CONTINGENT UPON 

APPROPRIATE RELEASES AS DEEMED APPROPRIATE  

BY THE TOWN ATTORNEY 

 

Robert Germain explained that the resolution is to approve an amount of money.  This is 

an accounting function to resolve between the Northern Onondaga Public Library which is 

a special district, just like any other municipality, in the Town of Cicero.  He stated that 

the town had a revaluation and there’s also tax certiorari actions against the town and as 

part of that if there’s a payback the library has to pay back their share.  Also, if there’s 

some type of correction or a change in a property role that also needs to be accounted for. 

This is an accounting resolution between the parties, an agreed to amount; they’ve 

withheld some funds based on the fact that there are going to be some refunds due.  

They’ve actually withheld more funds than is necessary; they did a reconciliation with the 

district and the amount that is due from the Town to the district is $4,630.38.  There’s also 

going to be, because they negotiated part of this, releases between the parties exchange 

which is something they always insist upon from the legal desk.  

 

Supervisor Corl asked Robert if it would be fair to say that this covers more than just the 

Correction of Errors. 

 

Robert Germain replied absolutely.  That it was more than a Correction of Errors, it’s also 

a situation on certiorari cases, where they withheld in anticipation of them paying us back, 

and we withheld funds for that. As a practice, they withheld a little more than they 

actually needed because they didn’t know the exact amounts. He also thinks they have a 

better practice that they are going to put in place for the future so they won’t have to 

reconcile annually. 

 

Councilor Zambrano asked if the amount covers three years. 

 

Robert Germain replied that it did and that was another reason they want to exchange the 

leases, so that’s there is no back going beyond that year because at that point the cost of 

even reconciling, as an accounting function, is far greater than what could be owed either 

way. 

 

Supervisor Corl asked Robert if he would draft up those releases. 

 

Robert Germain stated that he would. 

 

Supervisor Corl moved the adoption of a resolution to Resolve pending Correction of 

Errors with Northern Onondaga Public Library in the amount of $4,630.38 (contingent 

upon appropriate releases as deemed appropriate by the Town attorney). Motion was 

seconded by Councilor Zambrano.  

 

Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried. 

 

AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR TO EXECUTE AND SUBMIT APPLICATION FOR THE 

NEW YORK STATE LOCAL GOVERNMENT RECORDS MANAGEMENT 

IMPROVEMENT FUND GRANT FOR THE PLANNING AND  

ZONING DEPARTMENT 

 

Supervisor Corl stated this was a project that Larry Ball, in the Codes office, along with 

Tracy Cosilmon have been working on to submit a grant for archival digital imaging & 

equipment. The application has been extended to March 4, 2013. He offered to defer it if 

anyone wanted to see the exact application.   

 

Supervisor Corl moved the adoption of a resolution to Authorize the Supervisor to 

Execute and Submit application for the New York State Local Government Records 

Management Improvement Fund Grant for the Planning and Zoning Department.  Motion 

was seconded by Councilor Zambrano.  

 

Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried. 
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ACCEPT RESIGNATION OF RON ROSS, DRIVER/MESSENGER FOR THE  

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

 

Robert Germain stated that in regards to accepting resignations, which it was not a 

practice that they had to do, he knew that they had put it on the agenda but it’s something 

that they will probably change in the future.   

 

Councilor Zambrano asked Robert if they have to pass on someone who is retiring. 

 

Robert replied that they did not.  They have to fill out a set of forms that have to be filled 

out and completed, but it doesn’t require town board action; it’s more informational than it 

is a legal step. 

 

 

 

APPOINT CHARLES PARIES FOR DRIVER/MESSENGER FOR THE 

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

 

Councilor Jennings moved the adoption of a resolution to Appoint Charles Paries as 

Driver/Messenger for the Parks and Recreation department, effective January 28, 2013 at a 

rate of $10.50/hour.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Burtis.  

 

Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS 

 

Councilor Jennings stated that Lori Lake-Toms, Chairperson of the Parks and Recreation 

Commission recommend the appointment of the following individuals for two(2) 

vacancies that exist on the commission: 

 

Councilor Jennings moved for the adoption of a resolution to Appoint the following  

two (2) individuals to the Parks and Recreation Commission:  

 

            A.  Michael Leonelli, 215 Pleasant Ave., N. Syracuse, term effective thru 12/31/18 

 B.  Dan Rayome, 6090 Owlwood Dr., Cicero, term effective thru 12/31/19 

 

Motion was seconded by Councilor Zambrano.   

 

Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT DEPARTMENT PURCHASE APPROVALS 

 

Councilor Zambrano asked if they knew how long this rental was for. 
 

Chris Woznica replied that at this time it’s for only one month. They are waiting for the insurance 

company to determine what they want to do with the loader that was damaged.  He will know 

when he hears from the insurance company if they need to extend it for another month.   
 

Councilor Zambrano asked Chris if he really expects the loader to be repaired. 

 
Chris answered that when he spoke to the adjuster, they couldn’t tell him.  The damages were 

totaling about $75,000.  

 
Someone in the audience had asked what happened. 

 

Chris replied that they were removing the snow banks off of the Mud Mill Road Bridge over 

Route 81 and on the last pass the bucket hit the expansion joint and the loader came to such a 
sudden stop that it bent the boom, the bucket, cracked the transmission, and it broke out two 

windows. 
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Chris explained that the person traveled about a distance of 20 feet.  It was a just a fluke thing and 

within 20 feet he couldn’t have been going more than 20 miles per hour; it was just a sudden, 
abrupt stop.  

 

Supervisor Corl asked Chris if he wanted the resolution not to exceed two(2) months, that way he 

wouldn’t have to come back, potentially.   
 

Councilor Burtis moved the adoption of a resolution to Approve the following purchase approval 

for the Highway Department: 
 

 A. Emergency Rental of a Loader totaling $3,900.00 per month (not to exceed two (2)  

                  months) 
 

Motion was seconded by Councilor Jennings.  

 

Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried. 
 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT PURCHASE APPROVALS 
 

Supervisor Corl stated that they had a budgeted item for three (3) patrol units.  One of the patrol 

units is out of commission and two others are on the way out. They had a proposal that Chief Snell 
had put together; which actually comes in under the budgeted amount. 

 

Supervisor Corl stated that Chief Snell was in attendance, and if the board members had any 

questions, they could ask him. 
 

Councilor Jennings asked if the vehicles were the Ford Taurus’. 

 
Chief Snell replied that they were. 

 

Councilor Zambrano asked if the $85,650 was budgeted and if it came in under the $84,645.33 for 

the three. 
 

Chief Snell replied that they came in at $84,654.33 

 
Councilor Burtis asked if they are going to put the new Cicero striping on the vehicles. 

 

Chief Snell replied yes. 
 

Councilor Zambrano asked if there were grant opportunities for them. 

 

Chief Snell replied no.   
 

Councilor Zambrano moved the adoption of a resolution to Approve the following purchase 

approvals for the Police Department (total expenditure amount of $84,654.33): 
 

 A. $72,366.72 to DeLacy Ford for (3) Ford Police Interceptors 

 B. $4,950.00 to CNY Emergency Vehicle Inc. to Install equipment in the (3) new vehicles 
 C. $1,650.00 to Design Shop Signs for the Striping of the (3) vehicles 

 

Motion was seconded by Councilor Jennings.  

 

Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried. 

 

 

BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW REAPPOINTMENTS/APPOINTMENTS 

 

Councilor Zambrano stated that Brad Brennan had recommended both of the suggested 

individuals based on good performance.   

 

Councilor Jennings moved for the adoption of a resolution to Reappoint Joan Kesel to the 

Board of Assessment Review for a term expiring on 09/30/17, and to Appoint Harold 

Naumann for a term expiring on 12/31/13.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Zambrano. 

 

Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried. 
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APPROVE FUNDING FOR THE TOWN NEWSLETTER IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$1,443.47 (NOT TO EXCEED $1,500.00) 

 

Supervisor Corl stated that on January 4
th
, a proposed newsletter was sent out to all 

department heads and board members for review and comment.  Any comments received 

by that last Thursday was incorporated and redistributed.  January 18
th
, he provided a 

memo to all town board members, outlining the cost of this newsletter.  With the efforts of 

Tracy Cosilmon, Town Clerk and David Kirk, and also along with the help and assistance 

of C&S Engineers, they were able to produce 10,500 of those on 90# weight paper at no 

cost, so he wanted to thank C&S Engineers for printing those and getting them ready for 

mailing.   

 

Supervisor Corl stated that the only thing they were asking for was the funding to 

distribute them. 

 

Supervisor Corl solicited any board comments. 

 

Councilor Jennings commented that on newsletter under Key Dates to Remember it says 

that there is only one town board meeting in July and August of this year and asked if that 

was correct.  

 

Supervisor Corl replied that at the Organizational Meeting they did set just one meeting 

for those two months and if need be they can schedule another depending on the work 

load. 

 

Councilor Jennings said the only other comment he had, and he had sent this to the other 

councilors as well, was that he worked in the postal service for 20 years and his one 

thought on the newsletter was that they were a type of mailing that when received in the 

home will go from the mailbox to the waste basket and it’s a shame that they spend the 

money to have this, C&S donating the newsletter and to see it goes to the homes and 

probably 75% are never looked at by the residents and that it was a known fact.   

 

Councilor Jennings said there was stuff in the newsletter that has already been published 

in other places and he noticed that the Mayor of North Syracuse has a fine time getting 

information in the paper and this wouldn’t cost the town anything.  So, if they are going to 

continue to publish a newsletter, which he wasn’t sure of the frequency there of, then 

maybe they should look in the future of going into the news media and not replicating 

stuff that’s been out there.  Certain things, to him could have been more informational.  

 

Councilor Burtis commented that one of the reasons that he thought the newsletter was a 

good idea was because even though it may be true that it’s headed for the trash can, is that 

when they changed over the trash itself, the trash service, he heard from folks that they did 

not receive their notification through the mail in time; so that was a concern by a lot of 

people.  He also didn’t think this was ever done before and doesn’t believe that everybody 

in the Town of Cicero is on the internet, so there are concerns with those people; they are 

still receiving their information through the mail.  It’s somewhat limiting if the town just 

puts it on the website.  He doesn’t think it’s a bad thing; he’d like to do it and see what 

kind of feedback they get, and how well received it was.  He wasn’t sure if he’d like to do 

it again, but he would like to try it as they try to reach out to the residents to communicate 

to them; it has all of the town’s information on there and some other good information as 

well. He wanted to try it and see if it was effective or not.  

 

Councilor Zambrano agreed with his sentiment and thought it was important that they 

have a lot of communications on the website, and on the internet. They do get notices in 

the newspapers, but she thinks this is also in conjunction with a recommendation from the 

Open Government Committee, to actually put hard copies of the newsletter in people’s 

mailboxes.  She thinks it’s a good team effort to do that.  She has read the newsletter, and 

different departments have contributed to it.  She thinks its good information, it certainly 

isn’t overwhelming information and if residents want additional information then they 

know they can call the town to get it or be referred to the details on the website.   
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Councilor Zambrano stated she was very much in support of the newsletter and she would 

like to see what the reaction from the community was as well.  

 

Councilor Jennings asked if the newsletter that they have has gone to final print.  

 

Supervisor Corl replied that it was, because the cost will go up from $.14.5 cents up to  

$.16 cents that Saturday, so they wanted to get under that timeline. 

 

Councilor Zambrano moved the adoption of a resolution to Approve funding for the Town 

Newsletter in the amount of $1,443.47 (Not to Exceed $1,500.00). Motion was seconded 

by Councilor Conway. 

 

Ayes - 4 and Noes - 1.  Opposed – Councilor Jennings 

                                      Motion carried. 

 

 

ISSUE REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR A CONTROLLED DEMOLITION OF THE 

PROPERTY LOCATED AT 8095 McCAMIDGE DRIVE 

 

Robert Germain stated that although he almost never talks about pending court matters, 

this is a case where it’s part of the overall effort in the Codes department where they’ve 

got a property that’s been damaged by fire.  It had come before them before; they are to 

the point now where it’s through the justice court. They’ve gotten to the point where they 

can tear the house down.  They’ve made an agreement in principal, and it’s been reduced 

to writing a consent and release regarding the demolition of the home.  What they are 

going to do though, similar to what they did in an earlier motion, is that they don’t have to 

do this, but they are going to take the step of actually having Steve and the Codes 

department obtain some quotes to get a good price to tear down the home.  Whatever the 

tear down cost is gets added to the tax bill of the house, as to all the associated fees and 

costs, as well.   

 

Robert Germain said that this was not a regular procurement matter; they don’t have to do 

this but they are going to this length to obtain some quotes to get the work done.   

 

Councilor Zambrano added that the neighborhood where the house is standing, and the 

house has been standing for about 1 ½ years now, the neighbors are quite concerned about 

it and she thinks it’s a good thing that they are moving forward on it. 

 

Councilor Jennings agreed with her.  He said he drove by the house a couple of days ago 

and he talked to Steve about it.  There’s quite a bit of background information that wasn’t 

in his document, but from what Steve relayed to him and by looking at the house, he can 

definitely agree it would be a good place for fire training.  

 

Supervisor Corl stated that the house was certainly a nuisance to that neighborhood.  It has 

been pending for some time, so he agreed that they needed to address it.  

 

Councilor Burtis asked if they were just moving for a resolution to request proposals for 

demolition.   

 

Robert Germain replied that was correct. They will probably publish that as well, but 

Steve is going to actually contact some probable providers. 

 

Supervisor Corl moved the adoption of a resolution to Issue a Request for Proposals for a 

Controlled Demolition of the property located at 8095 McCamidge Drive.  Motion was 

seconded by Councilor Zambrano. 

 

Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried. 
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ESTABLISH A THIRD PARTY ADMINISTRATOR ACCOUNT FOR  

HEALTH INSURANCE  

 

Robert Germain stated that the Town had changed health insurance carriers a year ago 

when the current health care carrier that we had terminated the town’s policies.  They 

discontinued the policy, so the town picked up the next closest policy.  One of the 

differences that we had though, was with regard to the payment of co-pays, and we tried to 

get as close as we could.  Some of the town’s collective bargaining agreements call for a 

“no lesser than” standard when they change health insurance.  They had an issue with the 

co-pays so they are trying to address that.  The board did quite a bit of work, and the 

response to both union groups that brought forward the complaint in grievance form, they 

have a grievance now that they are trying to resolve and this would resolve it.  So as a 

temporary measure they are going to start a TPA Account (Three Party Administrator 

Account); establish an account where they fund the account for out of pocket co-pays, to 

help repay the employees co-pays.  There’s a whole system that they are putting in place 

to take care of that.  He knows that the board has the details on the system to take care of 

it.  It’s an extra step, but they need to fill that hole and plug it with all three (3) bargaining 

units.  

 

Supervisor Corl stated that they are going to make this available to both the bargaining 

units and non-union employees; it’s going to be across the board.  They don’t want to just 

single them out. He spoke with the town comptroller and there was a question about how 

this works if somebody has a Flex Plan also and he believes those details have been ironed 

out.  The comptroller wanted the resolution that it also be contingent upon the town 

attorney and comptroller approval. 

 

Councilor Zambrano asked if this was just a temporary measure, until the new union 

contracts are negotiated.   

 

Robert Germain replied yes or an agreeable resolution with a different type of coverage or 

whatever has to “plug the hole” so to speak, that they lost.  This wasn’t the result of town 

activity or they didn’t cancel the coverage.  The particular policy that they had in the town 

was discontinued by the carrier, so they got the next closest but there was the hole that 

they had to plug and this plugs this hole. 

 

Supervisor Corl asked Robert, since it’s only applicable to co-pays, if he could give an 

example so everyone can understand that component. 

 

Robert Germain replied that there were a few other issues that came up in the grievance, 

which he said he wasn’t going to go into one versus the other.  As everyone knows, health 

insurance can be pretty confusing and difficult to compare apples to apples and oranges to 

oranges.  But, the biggest issue they were having across the board, with all the bargaining 

units was the difference in co-pays.  So, the amount the employee would have to pay out 

of their own pocket rose dramatically with the new coverage.  With a TPA account, the 

town would establish the account and basically make that employee whole when they 

come in and they prove that they had to pay the extra co-pay and the town would make 

that employee whole.  He said it’s a way to fill the gap.  There was a grievance filed that is 

scheduled for court now, that’s going to be resolved and a potential grievance which was 

brought to their attention, but not filed, as well.  So that also resolves that.  

 

Councilor Jennings asked if this was still the best “band-aid fix” for right now. 

 

Robert Germain advised him that it was. That it is in fact, probably the only “band-aid” fix 

other than wholesale revamp, which they may have to do.  But, the issue comes up that in 

all the bargaining contracts, there is a “no lesser than” language, which says the town has 

the right to change health insurance, they didn’t do it on purpose but they had to, but you 

can’t give them anything less than they had before.  In this case, the only thing available 

was something a little bit less, at least with regard to co-pays.  The other part is, there are 

some things that are different. But, if they can impose this step, they will be able to 

resolve their grievances on those issues as well. 
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Councilor Jennings said he was kind of lost on all of it.  To him, what Robert is saying is 

that this is not something that is going to be the rest of the year. 

 

Robert Germain replied that it may be for the rest of the year or it may be even longer. 

 

Councilor Jennings asked if this was the lesser amount of monies and stated that he knew 

that he sat in when they lost the last health policy and he did realize at that point that they 

had some on the new one that were less, some were more, so they kind of figured that this 

would balance out and evidently it didn’t balance out with the unions. 

 

Councilor Zambrano stated that it did not. 

 

Robert Germain also commented that it did not.  He said he didn’t want to go through the 

whole grievance, but he could show it to him.  There were approximately six things that 

were positive about the plan, but fourteen that were negative.  He said it doesn’t equal 

apples to oranges because it’s all the particulars; you know how you are situated.  God 

forbid, you have a major catastrophic, you may be better off in some ways or with co-pays 

you are not.  Where they are having the problem is with the co-pays and they are going to 

fix that with a band-aid now.  Hopefully, they will continue working on health care 

solutions in the future; and that’s what they spend most of their time at the bargaining 

table talking about. 

 

Supervisor Corl added that those contracts were up at the end of this year, so he didn’t 

think this would be applicable; this will be negotiated in that contract.   

 

Robert Germain stated that it certainly would. Along with the rest of the health care 

coverage; it is their biggest issue when they sit at those tables.   

 

Councilor Jennings asked why they had a Third Party Administrator, and why doesn’t the 

town handle this at the town level.  He stated they were going outside for someone to 

actually do this and asked if that’s going to cost the town some money. 

 

Robert Germain replied that he didn’t know what the cost was; he didn’t believe there was 

an additional cost.  But, the burden at the town would be to administer the accounts and he 

knows the Comptroller’s office wasn’t happy about that task.  He said it was a very 

specialized thing and it requires due diligence to say the least and sometimes it’s better to 

have a third party that’s going to be evaluating whether a claim is legitimate or not, 

whether it should be paid or not, etc. So there’s a real value to having a third party in that 

seat, rather than a town employee. 

 

Supervisor Corl said that they evaluate the claim and there is no cost associated with it.  

Affordable Benefit Solution stated they would administer it at no cost and there are also 

HIPAA (Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act) regulations, so it voids that 

issue so that the employee is aware of specific health issues and things of that nature.   

 

Robert Germain stated that it helps protect the town and the employee. 

 

Councilor Burtis commented that the best reason he could think of regarding the Third 

Party Administrator is because they are dealing with the Third Party collective bargaining 

units, which he hasn’t been a fan of.   

 

Councilor Zambrano made up an example and said if co-pay was $25.00 in the old plan, 

then it rose to $50.00 in the new plan. The employees felt that they were being jipped by 

$25.00, so what they are proposing is to make it up to the employee and reimburse them 

the $25.00 when they submit the documentation that they actually paid it out of pocket.  

As Robert said, it’s a way to resolve a union grievance about those co-pays. 

 

Supervisor Corl stated that obviously the grievance process is very costly to the town, 

along with paying the arbitrator, plus the legal expenses and so forth.  

 

Robert Germain commented that he would dare that it would be far more costly than the 

co-pays.   
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Councilor Burtis asked if they’ve had discussions about $25.00. 

 

Robert Germain replied that they did unfortunately, seven times over, over a long period 

of time and at the expense of all involved.   

 

Supervisor Corl solicited any further questions. 

 

Councilor Zambrano commented that it wasn’t so much the coverage of the plan, it was 

the co-pays (the out of pocket expenses) for the employees. 

 

Robert Germain stated that there were some other issues, but they are going to get 

resolved, in light of the town agreeing to basically make the employees whole, they are 

going to resolve the other parts of the grievance which is a benefit to the town. 

 

Councilor Zambrano stated that she didn’t think they have a choice but to have a Third 

Party administrator because of the medical confidentiality issues.     

 

Supervisor Corl agreed.   

 

Supervisor Corl moved for the adoption of a resolution to Establish a Third Party 

Administrator Account for health insurance, contingent upon the approval of the Town 

comptroller and the Town attorney. Motion was seconded by Councilor Zambrano. 

 

Ayes - 4 and Noes - 1.  Opposed – Councilor Jennings 

                                                        Motion carried. 

 
 

 

PUBLIC INPUT 
 

A resident stated that the property that is on the corner of Kopp Road and Route 11 is the old 

veterinarian hospital; there’s a house adjacent to the left of it and also on Kopp Road there is a 

house behind it.  The roof has caved in.  She stated she was getting all of her information from a 
co-worker that kind of lives over in that area, who asked her if she would just see what is going on. 

The roof has caved in; the walls are starting to bow out, there’s also some fencing that’s kind of 

falling apart.  She said it sounds like that whole area there is a disaster.  She’s heard that they can 
look up into where the roof came down; they can see furniture, and the bathroom stuff.  They are 

concerned about critters, excessive damage, some dangerous things for kids and other issues. She 

knows the town is aware of it, there’s a sign out front.  She asked if they could just give a status or 

if there is in fact something going on then she could let the neighborhood know.  
 

Supervisor Corl stated that if it has a placard on it, which they’ve been doing since about six 

months ago when they started a program when properties are condemned - they will put a placard 
on them.  Once that’s done the homeowner will receive notification, and John the Codes/Fire 

Inspector has been setting that up so that they can check to see what the status of that particular 

parcel is.  They will find out for her. 
 

Ray Schader, Rt. 298, asked Supervisor Corl if the newsletter was going to go out with an address 

on it. 

 
Supervisor Corl replied for the $.14.5 cents it has to say “Cicero Resident” on there. 

 

Ray Schader asked Councilor Jennings if, with the Bridgeport mailing, if it was going to go 
everybody that’s in the Town of Sullivan. 

 

Supervisor Corl replied no.   
 

Councilor Jennings stated it would only go to the designated zip codes. 

 

Supervisor Corl stated it would go to the designated zones that are only in the confines of the 
town.   
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ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion was made by Councilor Zambrano to adjourn the Town Board meeting. Motion 

was seconded by Supervisor Corl. 

 

Ayes- 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried. 

 

 

There being no further business before the board, the meeting was adjourned  

at 7:44 p.m. 
 

 
 

 

________________ 

Tracy M. Cosilmon 
Town Clerk 

 

 
 

      

 

      
 

 

 
 


