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STATE OF NEW YORK  

ONONDAGA COUNTY  

TOWN OF CICERO 

 

 

       SS: 

 

The Cicero Town Board held their regular meeting on Wednesday, January 9, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Cicero Town Hall, 8236 Brewerton Road, Cicero, NY 13039. 

 

 

Present:                 Jim Corl, Supervisor 

     Jessica Zambrano, Councilor  

     C. Vernon Conway, Councilor 

     Lynn Jennings, Councilor  

     Tim Burtis, Councilor 

      

     

Others Present:    Tracy Cosilmon, Town Clerk   

     Christopher Woznica, Highway  

     Joseph Snell, Police Chief 

     Robert Germain, Germain & Germain, Town Attorney  

     Ron DeTota, C & S Companies, Town Engineer 

 

 

   

Supervisor Corl indicated where the fire exits were and read the following statement: 

 

The Cicero Town Board acknowledges the importance of full public participation in all public hearings 

and therefore urges all who wish to address those in attendance to utilize the microphones located in the 

front of the room.  At this time please turn off your cell phones and be sure to speak clearly into the 

microphones to enable all to hear. If anybody is unable to hear the conversation please indicate, in some 

fashion, to the Board so we can make any necessary modifications. 

 

The meeting was opened at 6:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

A moment of silence was observed in remembrance of our men and women serving in the Armed Forces 

in harm’s way. 

   

 

S.E.Q.R. 

(State Environmental Quality Review Act) 

 

Supervisor Corl moved the adoption of a resolution that all actions taken tonight are Type Two (2) or 

Unlisted actions under the New York Environmental Quality Review Act unless otherwise determined.  

Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 

 

Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

 APPROVAL OF TOWN BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 

Supervisor Corl moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the minutes of the December 12, 2012 

Regular Town Board Meeting.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Zambrano. 

           . 

Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0. Motion carried.  

 

 

APPROVAL OF 2013 ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING MINUTES 

 

Supervisor Corl moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the minutes of the January 4, 2013 

Organizational Meeting.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Zambrano.   

 

Ayes- 4 and Noes – 0.  Abstained - Councilor Jennings  

              Motion carried.  
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BUDGET MODIFICATIONS 

 
TOWN BOARD MEETING 

01/09/2013 

 

2012 

BUDGET MODIFICATIONS 

 

Councilor Burtis moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the following budget modifications as 

follows:   
 

FROM      $                      TO 

 

A135544 Assessor Computer Labor            511.75    A135511  Assessment Review Board 

A35104  Dog Control Contractual            130.00    A35204  Control of Other Animals 

B80201  Zoning Personal Services          5150.00    B80104  Zoning Contractual 

A122041 Supervisor’s Contractual              71.72    A1220435  Supervisor’s Postage 

A677253 Senior Bus Maintenance              42.75    A677254   Senior Fuel 

B31201 OT Police Personal Services OT         151.78    B31201   Police Personal Services 

B312049 Flares/Firearms               41.62    B312047    Police Training 

B7310403 Parks Postage             190.61    B7310402   Parks Program Supplies 

B80104  Zoning Contractual            127.00    B801011   ZBA Board 

 

BUDGET AMENDMENTS      

 

Revenue      Appropriations 

B2260 STOP DWI                                     5173.76         B312029 Equipment DWI 

B2715 Seized and Unclaimed Property         1121.43 B31202 SP 

B2680 Insurance Recovery                     16446.00 B31202  Police Equipment 

 

 

2013 BUDGET AMENDMENTS 

 

B3389TEN Tennis Grant 1384.60       B702044         TENNIS Equipment Grant 

 

Motion was seconded by Councilor Jennings. 

 

Councilor Zambrano asked if the Tennis Grant was revenue and if they were accepting it as grant money 

and then transferring it over to the Equipment grant. 

 

Supervisor Corl advised Councilor Zambrano that was correct. 

 

Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

ABSTRACTS WILL NO LONGER BE APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED BY THE TOWN 

COMPTROLLER AND PURSUANT TO GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW SECTION 20, ARTICLE 3-

15 (WEEKLY WEBSITES WILL BE POSTED ON THE TOWN WEBSITE) 

 

Supervisor Corl stated that traditionally the board has accepted or voted on the abstracts, which are 

produced every other week within the town.  Supervisor Corl read the following memo that the 

comptroller provided to the board:  
 

 

 

 

  

 To:       Town Board Members and Department Heads 

 From:   Shirlie Stuart 

 Date:    December 26, 2012 

 Re:       Abstracts – 2013 

 

              _______________________________________________________ 

  

 After reviewing our abstract approval process, I would like to  

 suggest that the town runs a weekly abstract (attached  

 schedule).  A weekly abstract would be smaller and create a less 

 confusing process for my office and would also pay vendors in a  

 sufficient time period.  A Town Comptroller has the authority to  

 audit and process all claims without board approval. 

 

 The weekly abstract would be provided to all board members for 
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 their review for any concerns or questions they may have.  A copy 

 can still be available for residents on our web-site.  I have  

 provided the GML that addresses this process. 

 

 General Municipal Law Section 20, Article 3-15 states that the 

 office of town comptroller may be established by town board, and  

 such officer has all the powers of the town board of that town with  

 respect to auditing, allowing or rejecting all accounts, claims, etc.,  

 against the town.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SET PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR JANUARY 23, 2013 TO CONSIDER A ZONE CHANGE FROM 

AGRICULTURAL TO RESIDENTIAL 10 AND GENERAL COMMERCIAL FOR THE PROPERTY 

LOCATED AT 7697 ROUTE 31, TAX MAP NO’S 72-1-5.1 AND 72-1-5.2 

 

Councilor Zambrano stated that this involves a property owned by Jack Lyon and it pertains to Lyon’s 

Farm, which is a proposal of a development off of Route 31, about 1.5 miles west of the hamlet of 

Bridgeport.  

 

Councilor Zambrano said what was being proposed is a zone change from Agricultural to Residential 10 

and General Commercial.  The idea is to establish homes, with a 1.84 acre site for a little bit of 

commercial development. 

 

Councilor Zambrano moved the adoption of a resolution to Set a Public Hearing Date for January 23, 

2013, beginning at 6:30 p.m. to Consider a Zone Change from Agricultural to Residential 10 and General 

Commercial for the property located at 7697 Route 31, Tax Map No’s 72-1-5.1 and 72-1-5.2.  Motion 

was seconded by Councilor Conway. 

 

Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 
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EXTEND THE ANNUAL CONTRACT FOR ALTMAN ENTERPRISES FOR ONE YEAR TO START 

APRIL 15
TH

, 2013 THROUGH NOVEMBER 15
TH

, 2013 AND TO INCLUDE CHRISTMAS TREE 

PICKUP AFTER JANUARY 6
TH

 THRU JANUARY 31
ST

, 2014 (LAST EXTENSION PURSUANT TO 

CONTRACT AWARDED ON OCTOBER 27, 2008) AT A RATE OF $304,000 

 

Supervisor Corl stated that he put the extension for Altman Enterprises and distributed the contract that 

they are currently working under to all board members and said that the town attorney has reviewed it.  

He asked if anyone had an objection to extending Altman and commented that Altman had provided a 

good level of service last year.   

 

Supervisor Corl stated he has no problem extending Altman and that this will be the last and final 

extension that is provided under the current contract.   

 

Supervisor Corl solicited board comments. 

 

Councilor Jennings said he didn’t have a problem with it.  The one thing that he had questioned earlier 

that day, and he got clarification, was where it said “One year to start April 15, 2013 to November 15, 

2013”, didn’t come up to one year to him.  But, his understanding is that it’s an eight month contract. 

 

Supervisor Corl advised him that he was correct.  It will be for the leaf and brush pickup and that it would 

also include the Christmas tree pickup.  He said Altman agreed to keep it at the $304,000, and that he 

thought the original proposal was around $316,000 to $318,000, so they will hold the line on that.  

 

Councilor Burtis moved the adoption of a resolution to Extend the Annual Contract for Altman 

Enterprises for one year to start April 15
th
, 2013, and to include Christmas tree pickup after January 6

th
 

thru January 31
st
, 2014 (last extension pursuant to contract awarded on October 27, 2008), at a rate of 

$304,000.00.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Jennings. 

 

Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

APPROVE BOWERS AND COMPANY TO PERFORM AN ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE JUSTICE 

COURT RECORDS AS REQUIRED BY 2019-a OF THE UNIFORM JUSTICE COURT ACT IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $1,800.00 

 

Supervisor Corl moved the adoption of a resolution to approve Bowers and Company to perform an 

annual review of the Justice Court Records as required by 2019-a of the Uniform Justice Court Act in the 

amount of $1,800.00.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Zambrano. 

 

Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

APPROVE THE PROPOSED BOND RESOLUTION FOR ROAD IMPROVEMENTS, 

MAINTENANCE, AND RECONSTRUCTION  

 

Supervisor Corl introduced Jim Rowley; the Town’s Budget Officer, to everyone and asked him to 

explain what was implemented during the budget process regarding the road program.  Supervisor Corl 

said they had a revised proposal that afternoon and asked Jim Rowley to discuss it with the board. 

 

Jim Rowley reminded the board that the reason why they had adopted this strategy to fund highway 

expenditures through borrowing in the current year budget was to maintain the current level of services 

within the town that it’s currently providing without passing on heinous taxes to the residents of Cicero 

and also to try to wean the town board’s use of reserves to balance the budget going forward.  There is a 

long term strategy to fund these types of expenditures going forward in the future budgets.  He said he 

could probably speak for everyone on the board by saying that no one wants to borrow, but when they get 

to next year’s budget they are going to reassess and see how they can not borrow going forward.   

 

Jim Rowley stated that the resolution before the board that night allows them to borrow for one year to 

implement the budget, as they’ve adopted. He said many towns borrow for these types of expenditures 

going forward.  He added that it’s an exceptional time to be in the municipal bond market if you have to 

be.  He wasn’t sure what the credit rating of the town is, but with AA credits for short term money, 1 to 2 

years, they will be paying between .65 and .75 percent interest on the money that they would borrow and 

for 10 year money for AA credit is currently at 2.4 percent. 

 



REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING                           WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 09, 2013  

 5 

Supervisor Corl asked Jim Rowley if the revised proposal from the original plan was a four year program 

and if they can just do the $650,000 for what they budgeted for this year and then they can revisit it next 

year. 

 

Jim Rowley replied that was correct.  

 

Supervisor Corl solicited any board comments. 

 

Board comments - None 

 

Supervisor Corl asked Robert Germain if he had any comments on the resolution that was provided to 

him. 

 

Robert Germain replied that he did have an opportunity to review it and that it is a standard bond 

resolution that’s been revised to reflect the new numbers that they had discussed. With a standard bond 

resolution, they have a strict publication and procedure which he will go over with the Town Clerk, but 

they will comply with it correctly. 

 

Supervisor Corl said he believed that Robert Germain had recommended that the whole resolution be read 

verbatim into the record. 

 

Robert Germain replied that he was correct. 

 

 

Councilor Burtis read the following Resolution: 
 

BOND RESOLUTION DATED JANUARY 9, 2013. 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RECONSTRUCTION AND RESURFACING OF 

ROADS IN AND FOR THE TOWN OF CICERO, ONONDAGA COUNTY, NEW YORK, AT A 

MAXIMUM ESTIMATED COST OF $650,000 AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF UP 

TO $650,000 BONDS OF SAID TOWN TO PAY THE COST THEREOF. 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the total voting strength of the 

Town Board of the Town of Cicero, Onondaga County, New York, as follows: 

Section 1. The reconstruction and resurfacing of roads in and for the Town of Cicero, Onondaga 

County, New York, including curbs, gutters, sidewalks, drainage and costs incidental thereto, are hereby authorized, 

SUBJECT TO PERMISSIVE REFERENDUM, at a maximum estimated cost of $650,000. 

Section 2. SEQR DETERMINATION:  It is hereby determined that the aforesaid purposes 

constitute Type II Actions under the regulations of the State of New York promulgated pursuant to the State 

Environmental Quality Review Act which, as such, will not have a significant adverse impact upon the 

environmental. 

Section 3. The plan for the financing of the aforesaid maximum estimated cost is by the issuance of 

up to $650,000 bonds of said Town, hereby authorized, to be issued therefore pursuant to the provisions of the Local 

Finance Law. 

Section 4. It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness of the aforesaid class of 

objects or purpose is fifteen years, pursuant to subdivision 20(c) of paragraph a of Section 11.00 of the Local 

Finance Law.  It is hereby further determined that the maximum maturity of the bonds herein authorized will exceed 

five years. 

Section 5. The faith and credit of said Town of Cicero, Onondaga County, New York, are hereby 

irrevocably pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same respectively become 

due and payable.  An annual appropriation shall be made in each year sufficient to pay the principal of and interest 

on such bonds becoming due and payable in such year.  There shall annually be levied on all the taxable real 
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property of said Town, a tax sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same become due 

and payable. 

Section 6. Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to authorize the issuance 

of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of the bonds herein authorized, 

including renewals of such notes is hereby delegated to the Supervisor, the chief fiscal officer.  Such notes shall be 

of such terms, form and contents, and shall be sold in such manner, as may be prescribed by said Supervisor, 

consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law. 

Section 7. All other matters except as provided herein relating to the bonds herein authorized 

including the date, denominations, maturities and interest payment dates, within the limitations prescribed herein 

and the manner of execution of the same, including the consolidation with other issues, and also the ability to issue  

with substantially level or declining annual debt service, shall be determined by the Supervisor, the chief fiscal 

officer of such Town.  Such bonds shall contain substantially the recital of validity clause provided for in Section 

52.00 of the Local Finance Law, and shall otherwise be in such form and contain such recitals, in addition to those 

required by Section 51.00 of the Local Finance Law, as the Supervisor shall determine consistent with the provisions 

of the Local Finance Law. 

Section 8. The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be contested only if: 

1) Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which said Town is not authorized to 

expend money, or 

2) The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of this resolution 

are not substantially complied with, 

and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of such 

publication, or 

3) Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution. 

Section 9. This resolution shall constitute a statement of official intent for purposes of Treasury 

Regulations Section 1.150-2.  Other than as specified in this resolution, no monies are, or are reasonably expected to 

be, reserved, allocated on a long-term basis, or otherwise set aside with respect to the permanent funding of the 

object or purpose described herein. 

Section 10. Upon this resolution taking effect, the same shall be published in summary form in the 

official newspaper of said Town designated for such purpose, together with a notice of the Town Clerk in 

substantially the form provided in Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law. 

Section 11. THIS RESOLUTION IS ADOPTED SUBJECT TO PERMISSIVE 

REFERENDUM. 

Councilor Jennings stated that they were talking five years and in Section 5 where it says, 

“There shall annually be levied on all the taxable real property of said Town, a tax sufficient to 

pay the principal of and interest on such bonds.”  He asked Jim Rowley if this was strictly for a 

one year period on the $650,000 or if they are talking about ensuing years.   
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Jim Rowley replied that the bond resolution authorizes him to issue a bond for whatever 

term he may deem appropriate up to 15 years, because that’s the PPU (period of probable 

usefulness) for the roads. He may choose to issue a BAN (bond anticipation note) which 

is a short term note, where the interest rate is quite a bit less than one would get under a 

longer termed bond.  Typically what one would do in that situation when you have a 

capital project is you would issue bond anticipation notes to fund capital expenditures 

and then renew the bond anticipation notes every year and then you add a little bit more 

to it to continue your capital program. Then, when you are all done, you issue a long term 

bond.  Under this provision he has the option of either issuing a long term bond for just 

$650,000, or issuing a bond anticipation note for a shorter term and assessing what they 

do, come next budget.   

 

Councilor Jennings asked Jim Rowley if for as long as it is in effect there will be an 

annual levy by the residents for this issue; one year, five years, etc. 

 

Jim Rowley stated that was correct. 

 

Councilor Burtis asked if the $650,000 was just for one year and if it was the term that 

Councilor Jennings was talking about. 

 

Councilor Jennings replied that was correct. 

 

Councilor Burtis moved for the adoption to approve the resolution Authorizing the 

Reconstruction and Resurfacing of Roads in and for the Town of Cicero and to Authorize 

the Issuance of a Bond in the Amount up to $650,000. Motion was seconded by 

Councilor Zambrano. 

 

Ayes – 5 and Noes – 0.  Motion carried. 
 

 

ROUTE 11 STORAGE  

 

Councilor Jennings moved the adoption of a resolution for approval to pay Route 11 

Storage in the amount of $100.00 per month, effective January 1, 2013 thru  

December 31, 2013. Motion was seconded by Councilor Zambrano. 

 

Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

YOUTH BUREAU, PARKS & RECREATION STAFF APPOINTMENT 

 

Councilor Jennings moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the following Staff 

Appointment: 

 

Briana Echols:  221 Church Street, North Syracuse, NY 

Title:  Recreation Attendant (FWS Programs) 

Hire Date:  January 14, 2013 

Hire Rate/Budget Code:  $7.25/hour; B7020.11 

 

Motion was seconded by Councilor Zambrano. 

 

Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried. 

 

 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT PURCHASE APPROVALS 

 

Councilor Burtis moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the following purchase approvals 

for the Highway Department: 

 

 A. $160,880.00 to American Rock Salt for 4000 tons salt 

 

Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
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Councilor Zambrano inquired if this amount of salt fills the salt facility half way. 

 

Chris Woznica replied that it fills it about half way. 

 

Councilor Zambrano asked Chris Woznica how much salt he estimated that they have right now, 

before purchasing this. 

 

Chris Woznica replied that they are down to approximately enough salt to make another three (3) 

rounds through the whole town.  Just in those two weeks of snow that they had in December 

depleted the salt barn.   

 

Councilor Zambrano asked if it was full when they started. 

 

Chris Woznica replied no, that it was not even ¾’s full when they started (around 5000 tons). 

 

Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

ACCEPT SECURITIES FOR LYONS RUNNE SECTION 2A 

 

Ron DeTota stated that the developer is looking to dedicate the roads, sanitary and storm sewers 

for the Lyons Runne Section 2A project, which is located on Cicero Center Road, north of Route 

31.  It consists of 23 lots, part of the total 95 for the subdivision itself.  He believed that everyone 

should have received three (3) letters from his office, all dated  

January 3
rd

, that explains their position and recommendations for this project. The sanitary 

sewers, as well as the storm easements have been submitted to their office. They reviewed them 

and forwarded them to Mr. Germain for processing and it’s his understanding that they are being 

finalized (if they have not already been already). With the securities that were identified within 

their January 3
rd

 letter; it’s his understanding that they have all been posted with the town and the 

correct forms of the security itself, whether it be a letter of credit or cash. Ron said that there is a 

rear yard drainage swale that is yet to be completed.  The developer has posted the recommended 

funds to ensure that it is completed.  The recommendation that they have with the board is that no 

building permits be let for homes on these lots until this drainage swale has been constructed and 

found to be acceptable.  The reason for this is that if the homes are constructed their sump pump 

discharges will begin and to be directed at that rear property with that associated under drain.  By 

having that happen prior to the swale being fully constructed, in accordance with their approved 

plans, it becomes very difficult to really establish that as a drainage facility. 

 

Councilor Jennings commented that Ron did a fine job.   

 

Supervisor Corl asked Robert Germain where they stood, relative to the easements. 

 

Robert Germain replied that he dealt with the applicant’s attorney a couple of times, and spoke 

with him again that day, and it was his understanding that the applicant had the originals with him 

that night and that he had already reviewed the copies so he wanted to meet with Mr. Woznica at 

the break to get the originals from him and then they would take care of the rest of the process.  

 

Supervisor Corl asked if Robert would coordinate with Mr. Smith the next day to sign the final 

maps. 

 

Robert Germain replied that he would. He said the map had to go on first, before the easements 

and deed because they refer to the recording of the map in those documents, and that he would 

take care of that process.  

 

Councilor Zambrano moved for the adoption of a resolution that the Town of Cicero having 
conducted public hearings to consider the construction and acquisition of sewer and drainage 
facilities located within the LYONS RUNNE SECTION NO. 2A SUBDIVISION, (Lake Shore Sewer 
District, Contract No. 68 and Oneida River, Oneida Lake, Chittenango Creek Improvement 
District, Contract No. 1) and the construction of said facilities having been completed in 
accordance with the Plans and Specifications thereof; the town engineers having found the 
facilities have been satisfactorily completed and that the Developer post the following amounts 
as identified under correspondence by the towns’ engineers under date of January 3, 2013: 

 

Overland Drainage and Grading Guarantee                                                         

$8,000 

Utility Maintenance Guarantee                                                                                 

$12,270 ($5,770 sewer and $6,500 drainage) 
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Road Construction Guarantee / Repairs and Top Coat Installation              $44,240 

(Two Year Letter of Credit, Cash, or Cashier’s Check) 

 

Park Land Contribution                                                                                 $10,925         

                                                                                                   

Additional Engineering Fees                                                                         $4,500 

                                                                                                                    

Monument Deposit                                                                                         $1,800               

                                                                                                                         

Stop Sign Installation Deposit                                                              $600 

  

And any other unpaid fees that may be owed to the Town of Cicero for 

engineering, legal and/or administrative fees; and further contingent upon the 

Developer having complied with all the requirements set forth in an Agreement 

between the Town of Cicero and T&L Companies, LLC, that the Town accept 

title to such facilities.  In addition to these requirements the Developer shall not 

be granted building permits for lot nos. 3 – 7 until the rear swale located on those 

lots is constructed and found to be acceptable by the town engineer. 

 
Councilor Zambrano moved for the adoption of a resolution accepting easements and right-of-
ways for sewer and drainage facilities and roads located within LYONS RUNNE SECTION NO. 2A, 
(Lake Shore Sewer District, Contract No. 68 and Oneida River, Oneida Lake, Chittenango Creek 
Improvement District, Contract No. 1) all as shown on a Final Plan prepared by Ianuzi & Romans 
Land Surveying, P.C., dated April 2, 2012.  

 
Councilor Zambrano asked Robert Germain if this is subject to final satisfaction by the town 
attorney.  
 
Robert Germain replied that it is and he also wanted the resolution to also authorize the 
Supervisor to execute necessary documents to complete the transaction.   
 
The resolution with above said corrections would read as: 
 
A resolution accepting easements and right-of-ways for sewer and drainage facilities and roads 
located within LYONS RUNNE SECTION NO. 2A, (Lake Shore Sewer District, Contract No. 68 and 
Oneida River, Oneida Lake, Chittenango Creek Improvement District, Contract No. 1) all as 
shown on a Final Plan prepared by Ianuzi & Romans Land Surveying, P.C., dated April 2, 2012 
and to authorize the Supervisor to execute any necessary documents to complete the 
transaction.   
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 

 
Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried. 

 
 

 

ACCEPT RESIGNATION/RETIREMENT OF DANIEL KAZMIERCZAK AS CLERK I 

 

Supervisor Corl moved for the adoption of a resolution to accept the Resignation and 

Retirement of Daniel Kazmierczak as Clerk I for the Police Department, effective 

January 1, 2013.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Zambrano. 

 
Ayes - 5 and Noes - 0.  Motion carried. 

 

 
PUBLIC INPUT 

 

Judy Boyke asked why there was a change on the abstract approvals after all these years.  

 

Supervisor Corl replied that the comptroller wants to run weekly abstracts and the board meetings 

are every other week. Pursuant to General Municipal law, she has the authority to process all 

those payments without board approval. He said it’s going to be much more efficient for her 

office to provide weekly abstracts as opposed to every other week.  
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Judy Boyke asked if all of the monies that are paid from the town now are strictly up to Shirlie 

and if she was the one that has total control over that, and the board members don’t was correct. 

 

Supervisor Corl told her that the comptroller signs all the checks, along with himself, and every 

week everybody gets a listing of every and all expenditures and checks that are cut, so obviously 

any objections can be raised by the board members to those directly to the comptroller or to 

himself.  

 

Judy said (in regards to No. 9 on the agenda), that they had changed it from $2.5 million to 

$650,000 and that they kind of skipped right over the permissive referendum that was mentioned.  

She asked for someone to explain to the people in attendance what that means to the people in the 

Town of Cicero, in regards to that resolution. 

 

Supervisor Corl replied that he would let Robert Germain answer the second part of her question, 

but said that this was discussed during the budget time. They wanted to increase the budget for 

paving to $800,000 so they could dedicate more funds to their infrastructure and roads.  It’s 

particularly pursuant to the budget; so they could do more paving, more improvements, so the 

roads don’t continue to crumble. Part of that, during the budget process, was that they were going 

to dedicate $650,000 through bonds for those improvements; the additional amount would be 

raised through tax revenue.  With the $650,000, the board wanted to take the approach of “let’s 

do it on a year to year basis,” as opposed to a four year program; which they had some 

discussions about during the budget cycle. They thought of doing a four year cycle which would 

be the $2.5 million, but they are going to take the approach of doing it on a year by year basis to 

see how much they want to dedicate to the road program and see how it goes this year.   

 

Judy Boyke commented that with the capability that they are very well aware of, that obviously 

they can not do more than 3 to 5 miles a year and spending $800,000 is, and sometimes they 

don’t always get there because of weather permitting, the capability that they have with 

equipment, plus the manpower that they have. She was just curious why it was originally $2.5 

million, she does know that the $650,000 was budgeted and yes, that they had planned to go out 

and borrow. She asked about the permissive referendum.   

 

Supervisor Corl asked Robert Germain to address it. 

 

Robert Germain said the town board has the right to make this resolution and the General 

Municipal law spells out certain situations, where certain types of motions like this one, there’s 

many different types. But like this one, are subject to permissive referendum which means if 

enough of the citizens or if a certain amount of the citizens are against the particular item they 

could get a petition done in a proper way and that petition would be reviewed and it would have 

to be certified that there’s the right amount and it could force it to go on a referendum ballot. 

Whether it’s a special election or on a regular election, those are all rules determining by time. 

But basically, if there’s a large amount of the public that wants to put it on the ballot, it can be 

forced onto the ballot. 

 

Judy Boyke asked where they would find that information, as to what is the correct amount that 

needs to be on a petition.   

 

Robert Germain told Judy if she wanted to she could call him and he would give her the complete 

guideline.   

 

Judy Boyke asked about the Board of Ethics.  She stated that over the past two years it had been 

brought up that any time they have a board opening that they were insistent upon having 

applications and resumes presented.  She asked if there was somewhere posted where they went 

out to look for people, for the Board of Ethics. 

 

Supervisor Corl replied that the Board of Ethics is probably the original slate of people from 2006 

and that it has never been updated since then.  Tracy contacted all the sitting members of that 

board to determine whether or not they were still interested.  Some of them expressed interest and 

they were continued on the board and then two (2) additional members were added at the 

Organizational Meeting, because they stepped forward and expressed interest in that.  He said if 

anyone else was interested then obviously they could approach them.   

 

Judy Boyke said she was concerned because there are no females on that board and that this is the 

Board of Ethics. 

 

Don Snyder, Mud Mill Road, asked if the 2013 Highway budget was $800,000. That that’s what 

they have for the line item in Chris’ budget for road work. 

  

Supervisor Corl told him that it was for the paving line.   
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Don Snyder asked what last year’s number was. 

 

Supervisor Corl replied that it was $650,000 and that last year they spent about $500,000 of that. 

 

Don Snyder said that what concerned him was that they keep saying that they are going to borrow 

$650,000 for roads.  They are borrowing the difference between $650,000 and $800,000, so it’s 

like $150,000 of the $650,000 is what we need to balance the budget as it relates to roads.  So, 

they are actually borrowing some of that $650,000 to fund our regular budget. He asked if that 

was correct. 

 

Supervisor Corl replied that it was for the paving line. 

 

Don Snyder said that it wasn’t.  That they paid their taxes last year and they put $650,000 towards 

roads and they all paid their taxes and they put $650,000 in that fund to pave those roads.  In 

2013, they are all paying their taxes and they have put in that line $800,000.  That’s only a 

$150,000 increase from last year’s budget to this year. So, what they should be borrowing, if they 

are only borrowing it for highway, is $150,000.  What concerns him is that we are going to 

borrow $650,000, and we really only need $150,000 if they are going to let Chris do $800,000 

worth of work.  So they’d really borrow the rest of that to balance our budget, because again we 

don’t want to make the hard decisions.  We’ve got to make the hard decisions, so now we are 

going to borrow $650,000; we didn’t have any choice in that, they approved the budget, we knew 

that was coming and yes, they have now just put in their resolution that they were not going out 

for bonding.  They’ve also said that if a lot of people object to that, they could go and have a 

permissive vote.  He commented that it would be kind of crazy because then if it was turned 

down, they would all have to find $650,000 worth of cuts in this year’s budget in order to still 

balance our budget or they would have to take more money out of the fund balance, which is one 

the things that we didn’t want to do. He’s just concerned that we are going to borrow $650,000 

and we only need to borrow $650,000 if we are going to use it for highways and that $650,000 we 

are going to do this for five (5) years. 

 

Supervisor Corl commented that they don’t know that. They just did a one (1) year program. 

 

Don Snyder asked if Supervisor Corl was suggesting that they may be able to be in a position 

next year to pay the $650,000 back in one year.  

 

Supervisor Corl replied no.  But, the approach is that the road program that they implemented 

during the budget cycle was probably a four year approach.  What they are doing at this point is 

doing it on a year by year basis, then see where they are, and see where other cuts can be made. 

The town budget this year was less than it was the previous year.  They are spending less money 

and the major issue within the town is that we have a $10 million dollar budget and only $6.5 

million was coming in and the rest was being utilized by the fund balance for years to balance the 

budget.  So with this approach, what they are doing basically is taking a look at if they raise taxes 

5.5%, $18.00 per household, they cut spending and they have to continue to do that and this was a 

portion to make up that gap and what better way to do that than investing in our roads. That is the 

approach that they need to get this town back on good financial ground and a way that they can 

provide the necessary services along with doing major infrastructure projects like this. 

 

Don Snyder asked if anybody had a number that would say to the taxpayers that if they borrow 

$650,000 and we are only going to do it one time, does anybody have the number that’s going to 

tell us how much that actually is going to cost the town taxpayers over the length of whatever 

they are talking about - a one year, a five year, a ten year, or a fifteen year period.  He said if we 

can’t pay our bills now, and it looks like we couldn’t pay our bills as far as the highway is 

concerned if we only got $150,000 more, that’s not true.  We needed more money to cover other 

areas of the budget. We’re saying it’s all for highway when in fact we know only $150,000 was 

added to last year’s budget for this year to make it $800,000.  What concerns him is that we’re 

not really explaining what the money is really being used for – what the additional monies are 

being used for.  But this last year the $650,000, or whatever number it was came from the 

taxpayers more from the fund balance. He thinks the taxpayers ought to be able to know how 

much it’s going to cost us, and to borrow, to pay that money back.   

 

Supervisor Corl advised Don Snyder that he can get him the exact information as soon as they get 

the interest rate.  That as Mr. Rowley had said it was probably somewhere between 2, 2.5 to 

4.0%.  He said they will certainly give him an exact dollar amount as soon as they get that 

information.  

 

Don Snyder stated that we have now started to take a route where we are going to start borrowing 

money and it will be our grandkids that are going to pay that off.  

 

Supervisor Corl told Don Snyder not to worry about that and assured him that they had presented 

a budget where they are spending less money.  
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Judy Boyke asked, in regards to the borrowing, if it was correct that they could not go out and 

make application to do anything until after the permissive referendum has been taken care of. She 

also asked what the time frame was.   

 

Robert Germain replied that she was correct. 

 

Judy Boyke asked what the time frame was. 

 

Robert Germain replied that they have to post it. There are certain notices that have to be posted 

within ten (10) days of adoption, which was ten days from that night, within the paper of local 

record, as well as on the boards.  They have those publication requirements that have to be 

fulfilled and the permissive referendum time would be thirty (30) days. 

 

Sparky Brown, Sitka Drive, said he got a letter in the mail that there are new garbage people.  

He’s not sure why the town did this, but his Tuesday garbage is not being picked up now until 

Wednesday night. He said he’s paying more money and is getting less service. 

 

Supervisor Corl advised Sparky that if he looked at his tax bill he would see that the garbage and 

refuse line item stayed the same.  

 

Sparky Brown asked if his days change. 

 

Supervisor Corl told him that after the meeting they would get his name and number and assured 

him that they would personally call Syracuse Haulers and see what the issue is. He said he knew 

they were a little bit late the first couple of weeks, as a transition, and the reason why they did 

switch was that last fall they went out to bid for the trash service, for the town, because the 

contract was up. What the town did was tighten up the bid specifications, so all the bids came in 

and in late November they made a decision to select Syracuse Haulers as opposed to their other 

provider.  There is a resolution on the town’s website, from November 19
th
, where there was a 

special meeting and they had outlined why they switched. Some of the reasons being was when 

they got information from the other provider they had asked for driver’s records of all the drivers 

and they had drivers that had DWI’s (Driving While Intoxicated) within the last 18 months, 

which the board didn’t think was good for the community. They had crash ratings, which were 

extremely high, given the federal standards, they looked at safety programs that the company had 

because they are stressing safety within the town and they failed to provide one. The second 

bidder, Syracuse Haulers, provided all that information and data to the town and it was well 

received; it was clean regarding driver’s records, crash ratings, and things like that.  Supervisor 

Corl commented that he thought that the board did a lot of due diligence in looking at the bidders, 

more so than in the past.   

 

Councilor Jennings stated that the last week had been a holiday, so they did advance one day.  

 

Mark Vanesky, Rosewood Circle, said he agreed with some of the sentiment regarding borrowing 

money to cover budget shortfalls and that’s what it appears we are doing. He liked the fact that 

they were borrowing for just one year, but questioned whether or not we are getting a full fifteen 

years out of our roads.  

 

Chris Woznica said with the new road specifications they will do better on length and duration. 

 

Mark Vanesky cautioned the board to avoid borrowing money at all costs and said he had an 

adversion to debt and to carrying debt in this town.   

 

Councilor Zambrano said someone had commented that the town only does three miles of road 

per year. She pointed out that the board implemented the Cornell Roads Assessment program in 

2012, so that they could get more than 3 miles of road performed each year. For the last twelve 

years they’ve only had a limited amount of road repairs and maintenance. That is the reason why 

the roads are in such disrepair now. Fort that reason, they had to do something in order to address 

their deteriorating road issue.   

 

Councilor Zambrano said that Chris Woznica had sent the board a memo a few days ago stating 

that his recommendation for road repairs for 2013 was almost completed. So she thought it may 

be appropriate for Chris to address what he expects to do in 2013.  She knows it’s preliminary, 

but she thinks the public needs to be assured that the town is using the money wisely and that 

they are getting more mileage from taxpayer money on road repairs and getting more done per 

year. 

 

Chris Woznica said that the reason that they only got “x” amount of roads/miles done in the years 

past is because they were only allowed so much per budget and they worked that budget to the 

end.  So if they only gave highway $450,000, then they spent $450,000.   
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Chris stated he was not prepared to tell them that he is going to do twenty (20) miles of road this 

year yet; they are still in the preliminary stages. They’ve gone through the Cornell Roads, the list 

of roads are set for this year. They’ve got a number of roads that they are going to be crack- 

sealing, patching, and there is a very short list of roads that are going to be totally rebuilt. He said 

he was not prepared to give them that list, right then, but during the next couple of weeks they 

would.  

 

Chris said every year, previous to this one; he had given the road lists either in February, March 

or April. The town board has always received a list of the roads that highway was intending on 

doing.  Last year, the list was handed in at the end of March, or the first part of April and the 

board scrutinized it and highway was waiting for the Cornell Roads program to be completed, and 

that’s why they got such a late start in July. It wasn’t due to the highway department putting it 

off; they were waiting for the town board to make their decision.  

 

Supervisor Corl stated that they worked on that plan, that the town board had wanted a very 

detailed plan. 

 

Councilor Zambrano said that the bottom line, for assurance of the public, is that they will be 

doing considerably more than 3 miles of road this year. 

 

Chris Woznica stated that highway did almost 6 miles of road last year. 

 

Dan Andrianos, English Road, said he was asked to present a petition for the board’s 

consideration from every homeowner on English Road.  English Road is on the north end of town 

and is one of the older cul-de-sacs. He said that a comment was added to the petition.  The first 

homestead on that street was by an older gentleman, a neighbor of his that mentioned in his 

comment that he has been there thirty (30) years and he stated that there has been no work done 

on that road during his stay there.  Dan Andrianos stated that he hoped that they would look at it 

and put it on the list of streets that they are considering paving.   

 

Dan Andrianos also started that after the first of the year he noticed that the town had a new trash 

company coming in.  He went to the website to research the contract, but was not able to locate 

that information on there.  He said it was mentioned that he could go to the website and look at 

the meeting minutes from the 19
th
 of November. 

 

Supervisor Corl said the minutes from that meeting give the reasons for the switch. 

 

Dan Andrianos asked if it gave the amount. 

 

Supervisor Corl replied that it was around $178.00 per unit (within a couple of dollars). 

 

Dan Andrianos said that when he wasn’t able to find the new contract he started doing some 

research, some investigation, talked to various entities and was advised that when the bids were 

opened in September, that the company that we had prior to that, for about ten years or so, 

actually had lowered their bid for this year by $225,000. He asked Supervisor Corl if he could 

speak to that. 

 

Supervisor Corl replied that what happened was that the town actually outsourced the whole 

bidding process with the county, which was good because it saved on engineering costs and legal 

fees. So the county was able to do them for a savings for the town to get that done and it worked 

out well.  The bids that did come in, the current provider pretty much held the rate that we were at 

previously.  With the lowest bidder, the town has to determine if they skip the lowest bidder, 

which was the previous provider, they had to make determinations why.  They did provide a 

lower bid than Syracuse Haulers, for the reasons set forth earlier. The town made a decision 

saying they may be the lowest bidder, but they want to make sure that they have safe drivers, 

safety programs and those types of things set up with the company they choose.  As far as the 

contract, they will get that posted on the website in the next couple of days. 

 

Dan Andrianos asked if Syracuse Haulers had less or no infractions, relevant to its accidents, 

DWI’s, and things of that nature for the drivers that are in their neighborhoods. 

 

Supervisor Corl stated that they can get him all that information.  He told him that there are no 

drivers with DWI’s, the lowest bidder did have a couple.  

 

Councilor Zambrano commented that there were also safety statistics provided by an independent 

safety board, so that information was also there and Syracuse Haulers had the better record for 

safety.   
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Dan Andrianos asked if they would to speak to this or confirm or not, that during that research he 

had mentioned to them, he was advised that the former company that held the contract had 

offered to dispatch different drivers to this area and mentioned that he would leave that to their 

discretion; in efforts to maintain that contract at the lower rate that came in for the bid.  He asked 

if the board could speak to that and asked if that did transpire.   

 

Supervisor Corl stated that all he knew was that he had a complete listing of all the drivers 

Syracuse Haulers has on the books and that nobody has a DWI - they all have good driving 

records.  The lowest bidder, if they present them with information that they have two (2) drivers 

with DWI’s in the last eighteen months, how could he monitor who they are dispatching to our 

neighborhoods.  So they’ve provided that information to him.  He has another provider that gives 

them a complete list of all of their drivers without any substantial marks on their records.    

Supervisor Corl said he did indicate that to him, but he has no way of monitoring it and he has 

already provided him with information that he has people on his books with not so good driving 

records. He does not want that in our neighborhoods. 

 

Dan Andrianos replied that it was understandable; he appreciated it and said he knew that the rest 

of the residents would appreciate it too.  But, he was just considering in light of the fact that he 

had been informed that the difference in that contract was $225,000, he thought there might be 

some way to at least look at that and maybe entertain his offer that they could put some of their 

best drivers here and ensure that the safety would stay there, but $225,000 is a lot of money. 

 

Mike Feher, Waterview Circle, addressed Supervisor Corl and said that as they discussed before 

about the MVR’s (Motor Vehicles Records List), he did bring the supervisor a list of drivers that 

met the criteria of the contracts and he still advised him that the criteria didn’t meet the contract 

and asked him if he could explain “why” to him. 

 

Supervisor Corl asked to explain what. 

 

Mike Feher replied that they brought him the MVR’s that he wanted for his contract.  It had clean 

driving records, like the supervisor said he needed, and then he still decided because he said he 

couldn’t monitor it.  Mike asked what’s to say Syracuse Haulers doesn’t put people in that area 

with driving records that are not so clean as he says. He asked the supervisor if he was going to 

monitor that every year.   

 

Supervisor Corl answered that he would ask for updated information.  Their bid specs, he 

believes, calls for them to be able to do that.  

 

Mike Feher said that the supervisor just said, “How are we going to monitor it?  He said that he 

just answered that question by saying… 

 

Supervisor Corl replied because he had a complete itinerary of every one of their drivers. 

 

Mike Feher asked if the supervisor was saying was if he gave him the MVR’s he could still 

monitor his.  He asked if that was correct. 

 

Supervisor Corl replied that he couldn’t monitor who he puts in our neighborhoods. That he had 

given him driver’s records who have blemishes and that the board voted 5 to 0 to say that this was 

not acceptable. 

 

Mike Feher said the supervisor was just contradicting himself.  He said that he was going to look 

at Syracuse Haulers MVR’s every year, but then he just told a gentleman that he can not monitor 

it.  He asked the supervisor which one it was. 

 

Supervisor Corl replied that he didn’t understand the question. 

 

Mike Feher answered that the supervisor just told a gentleman that he could not monitor Feher 

Rubbish’s MVR’s because he had no way of monitoring it and he had just asked him if he was 

going to monitor Syracuse Hauler’s MVR’s year to year and he said yes, and that he would get a 

list from them.  He asked what the difference was between their list and his list if he sent them to 

him.   

 

Supervisor Corl replied that Mike provided him with a list of people with blemishes on their 

records. 

 

Mike Feher said he gave him an updated list, from clean people with no blemishes on their 

license and asked him if he remembered the meeting when they came in and discussed it.   

 

Supervisor Corl replied absolutely and asked if those people were still working for him. 

 



REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING                WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2013 

 15 

Mike Feher asked if it was the people with clean MVR’s and said absolutely. 

 

Supervisor Corl asked if they were the people that he had provided to him. 

 

Mike Feher replied absolutely and asked what his reasoning now was, besides that, when he says 

about DOT (Department of Transportation) regulations. He stated Feher Rubbish runs 100 trucks 

a day compared to Syracuse Haulers, which are 30. He said that it was only mathematic figuration 

that their ratings are going to be a little higher due to the amount of trucks they run daily. He 

asked if he was right or wrong. 

 

Supervisor Corl said he couldn’t answer that. He doesn’t know what their rating will or won’t be. 

 

Mike Feher asked why the supervisor was dodging the answers and said if you run more trucks, 

you’re going to get potentially stopped because you’ve got more volume on the road. He asked if 

that was correct. 

 

Supervisor Corl replied that in regards to the Federal rating, he did not know how they come to 

their calculations.  He said that all he could tell him was what the ratings were and whether or not 

he was above 70% or lower than 70% in certain areas.  How they come to that calculation is a 

federal guideline.  

 

Mike Feher asked what was Syracuse Haulers rating, that they have 30 trucks, and it was like 40, 

45%.  He asked if it was correct that if they double that and add another 35 onto that, that rating is 

going to go to 80 now.  He said that actually Syracuse Haulers rating is higher on the amount of 

trucks that he runs compared to the number of trucks he runs.   

 

Councilor Zambrano commented that the overall safety record for Syracuse Haulers was lower.  

 

Mike Feher stated that it was because the amount of trucks that he runs is a lot lower than the 

amount that they do. He said they talked about it before and that she was answering, but she 

wasn’t giving a reasonable answer of why. They were just dancing around because the MVR’s 

they had given them were cleaned; they run more trucks than him so the ratings are going to be 

higher.  He said that’s just mathematic figures there that that is going to happen. So their saying 

that it’s justified to pay $225,000 more per year over a 5 year contract.  That’s going to be a 

million dollars more their costing the taxpayers.  That what they were saying right then was that 

the bottom line is the trash is not going up. He asked if the residents knew the bottom line – 

which is that trash could have gone down.  He asked if they had informed the people of that. 

 

Councilor Burtis asked Mike Feher how he found the $225,000 in savings and how did he find 

those in his savings from one year to the next, what had changed.   

 

Mike Feher replied that they have trucks on the road that now are paid for so they felt to give 

back to the community, (that they’ve been picking up for the past ten (10) years), to give the 

taxpayers a break. So, they lowered their price. Then the board members turned around and stuck 

it right to the residents by going with a higher trash hauler. 

 

Councilor Zambrano stated that the bid specifications asked for information about the entire 

company and his point was that his company is larger.  They’ve got all of the driving records on 

the vendor that was selected, Syracuse Haulers.  They got limited information from Feher, so 

when they asked for additional information he said he would only give them those specific for 

who is going to be working in Cicero.  What they wanted was a company profile; that’s with the 

bid specifications. 

 

Mike Feher said they gave them all the MVR’s but they weren’t happy with them because they 

said there were blemishes.  So they turned around and said if that’s what their contract requests, 

then they would switch drivers and put drivers that had clean MVR’s in that neighborhood.  He 

asked if he was right or wrong at that meeting.  He said it was a yes or no question. 

 

Councilor Zambrano replied that she didn’t think that they got the driving records.  

 

Mike Feher said he had copies of what was sent to the town and it was in that meeting, in that 

folder and it still didn’t meet… exactly what Supervisor Corl said to him in that meeting was how 

was he going to monitor this.  Then he said that to the same gentlemen.  Now he tells him he’s 

going to monitor Syracuse Haulers by getting their MVR’s yearly.  He asked her what was  

the difference between his MVR’s yearly, and Feher Rubbish’s yearly. 

 

Councilor Zambrano said she believed he told them that they had about 100 drivers, all together. 

She asked if that was correct. 

 

Mike Feher replied that they have 100 trucks.  They don’t have 100 drivers. 
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Councilor Zambrano stated that what they were interested in was a company wide profile that 

would include the driving records of all of the drivers. So when he gave them the information, as   

Supervisor Corl said, there were blemishes, there were issues and that was only one criterion.  

The other criteria were accidents that had occurred, tickets that had been issued, and their rates 

were higher.  So they felt as a board, that there were safety issues because of that.  She said Mike 

turned around at that meeting and said that they would give them just the records for the people 

that would be working in Cicero; that’s only part of the story.  They wanted to see the whole 

company profile. 

 

Mike Feher said he did give them the company profile, with all the drivers and the ones that they 

said would be working in the town and it still wasn’t up to their standards. He asked if they were 

saying that this $225,000 justifies that for the taxpayers, when they just talked about saving 

money in the budget and cutting spending.  He asked/commented that what they are saying is that 

taxes shouldn’t be raised for the next five years because Cicero has that much money in the 

budget for trash removal than no one’s taxes should go up for the next three to five years.   

 

Councilor Zambrano replied that the trash fees did not go up, and that’s what is important.  

 

Mike Feher said that the town could have saved a quarter of a million dollars and that’s a lot of 

money. 

 

Councilor Zambrano stated that they had worked on a budget; they had budgeted a certain 

amount and they did not exceed that amount, so they were well within their decision making to go 

with the tighter specs; which their company didn’t meet.   

 

Mike Feher asked if everyone that works for the town of Cicero has to have clean MVR’s.  He 

asked if the town employees have clean, no blemished records. He asked if what they were saying 

is that the guys that drive the plow trucks have blemishes, but they didn’t want companies that 

work in the town to have blemishes. 

 

Supervisor Corl asked Chris Woznica if he had a comment. 

 

Chris Woznica replied that their driver’s records are checked on a yearly basis by the police chief 

and all of the highway department drivers have no blemishes, tickets or DWI’s - there’s nothing 

on their records. 

 

Mike Feher said it just seemed hard to believe that the town is going to spend that much more 

money. 

 

Councilor Burtis said it was difficult for him to understand where the $225,000 savings came 

from.   

 

Mike Feher said they decided to give back to the residents, to give them a break on their taxes, 

and to lower the cost. 

 

Councilor Burtis said he understood the explanation he gave him, but when they were going 

through the process… 

 

Mike Feher said he had explained that in the meeting with Councilor Zambrano and Supervisor 

Corl over a month ago, and they wanted to receive a letter from the board explaining what their 

decision was and why and they still haven’t received that.   

 

Supervisor said the county would provide that. 

 

Mike Feher said he had been hearing that for a month now.  He asked if it was the county or who 

makes the decisions. 

 

Supervisor Corl replied that the bid specifications are all outsourced to the county and they want 

to have all communication regarding the denial of those, besides their resolution, will come from 

them. 

 

Mike Feher asked Supervisor Corl who makes the final decisions, him or the county. 

 

Supervisor Corl said the county will send them a letter. 

 

Mike Feher asked again who makes the final decision him or the county. 

 

Supervisor Corl replied that the town board does. 
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Mike Feher asked then why didn’t they make the decision to tell them to send him a letter that 

he’s been waiting for the last month on. He said he’d believe it when he sees it. 

 

A resident commented that based on a $225,000 savings and 1350 parcels in the town, if they 

would have gone with the lower bidder they would have saved the residents less than $17.00 a 

year.   

 

Mark Vanesky asked the town attorney, in regards to the trash contract, if they knowingly have 

someone driving that we are contracted with as a town, who has had a poor driving record, or a 

driving while intoxicated conviction, who causes an accident or injures somebody in the town of 

Cicero, or perhaps his grandchild, what is the average kind of monies that courts are awarding in 

accidents such as that. 

 

Councilor Jennings asked who the liability is on. 

 

Mark Vanesky replied that was his question, because they contracted somebody and there could 

be liability with the Town of Cicero as well. 

 

Robert Germain explained that like any other liability situation, they have coverage of course, but 

issues of notice play into that and the question he thought was said was if the town was on actual 

or written notice of a dangerous or defective condition than that goes to a liability concern.   

 

Mark Vanesky asked Robert if he would guess that the damage award could exceed $250,000, 

especially if somebody was seriously injured or killed. 

 

Robert Germain replied that unfortunately his knowledge did not go that far, but he was sure that 

is possible and any guess he would have given him would not be educated. 

 

Mark Vanesky said he would gather, based on common knowledge, that they could easily exceed 

$250,000 or $17.00 per resident in the town of Cicero by knowingly having someone drive 

through our neighborhoods, with our children and grandchildren, who had been convicted of a 

DWI.   He commented that the lowest vendor is not always the best vendor in his opinion, 

moving forward. 

 

A resident said while listening to all this he heard that they only have 30 trucks compared to 100 

and then now his trash is one day late.  Their picking up a new contract, they obviously already 

had contracts, so now they just picked up a huge contract with only 30 trucks.  His garbage day 

was changed.  He said he just wanted things to stay normal and to go with the “what if” someone 

is hit. 

 

A resident agreed that they brought up a valid point about if there was an accident with somebody 

that was convicted of a DWI.  On the opposite, he just wondered if there was an accident with 

somebody who wasn’t convicted with a DWI, could it surpass the $225,000. 

 

Robert Germain said yes.  

 

Dan Andrianos said he noticed a lot of our roads, over time, are rapidly becoming deteriorated. 

That the engineering specifications, he’s sure now are more stringent and tighter than they were 

back thirty years ago and that may be part of the reason that the road that he lives on has 

dilapidated to the condition that it is in right now. One of the things he would offer, because he 

sees the 10 wheelers always coming down his road; 10 wheelers carry more weight, they also 

have tandum axle.  As far as engineering specs on a highway, the weight in a truck like that, that 

carries down the heavy highway, they are engineered for that.  But, he believes engineering 

specifications for local roadways probably is not as stringent as they are out there.  

 

Councilor Zambrano said that great minds think a like; they passed some new road specifications 

in 2012.   

 

Chris Woznica said the weight difference between a 6 wheel dump truck carrying salt and a plow 

and a 10 wheel dump truck carrying salt and a plow is probably less than 20,000 pounds. When 

you put 20,000 pounds on a 10 wheeler, there is more weight displacement, so you are doing less 

damage with a 10 wheel dump truck than you are with a 6 wheeler.  

 

Councilor Zambrano stated that Chris Woznica lobbied for tighter road specs because of the 

deteriorating road conditions, so hopefully they’ve addressed that with the new roads that are 

being built.   

 

Chris Woznica stated that he thought they did. They’ve finally gotten to a point, they’ve been 

going at this for the thirteen years he’s been here, and he thinks they finally have some decent 

specs. 
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Dan Andrianos told them to keep an eye on the inspectors.  When they redid McKinley Road, in 

front of his house, he has pictures where the only water that hits into that drain is the water that 

falls from the clouds; everything comes down the street, and it comes through the spillway that’s 

there, into the lawn and he has video and pictures of it.  He can honestly say none of it makes it to 

that catch basin.  

 

Chris Woznica told him to give him a call in the spring and they will go out and take a look at it 

to see if they can correct it.  

 

Councilor Zambrano asked if he recalled when that work was done. 

 

Dan Andrianos replied that it was about six years ago.  

 

Larry Feher said in reference to the gentleman that talked about the $225,000 - if they ever hurt a 

child or did anything, which they never like to do.  They’ve been doing this business for over  

50 years.  They have a $2 million dollar insurance policy with a $5 million dollar balloon. So, 

they would never want to spend any kind of money to hurt a child. But again, it would never cost 

the Town of Cicero any money because as Mr. Germain knows, and they signed a contract, all the 

liability is on them, not on the town.  He asked Robert Germain if he would like to reference to 

that.  

 

Robert Germain replied that there’s indemnification in all of the contracts. 

 

Larry Feher said that was correct and all the liability is on the contractor.   

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Supervisor Corl moved the adoption of a resolution to adjourn the Town Board Meeting. 

Motion was seconded by Councilor Zambrano.   

 

Ayes- 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried. 

 

 

There being no further business before the board, the meeting was adjourned  

at 8:10 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

________________ 

Tracy M. Cosilmon 

Town Clerk 

 

 

 

      

 

      

 

 

 

 


