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STATE OF NEW YORK  
ONONDAGA COUNTY  
TOWN OF CICERO 
 
 
       SS: 
 
 
The Cicero Town Board held their regular meeting on Wednesday, October 8, 2014 at  
6:30 p.m. at the Cicero Town Hall, 8236 Brewerton Road, Cicero, NY 13039. 
 
 
Present:     Jessica Zambrano, Supervisor 
     Tim Burtis, Deputy Supervisor 
     Mike Becallo, Councilor 
     C. Vernon Conway, Councilor 
     Mark Venesky, Councilor  
                                                                   
Others Present:    Joseph Snell, Police Chief  
             Robert Germain, Germain & Germain, Town Attorney 
     Bruce W. Letts, C & S Companies, Town Engineer 
     Tracy Cosilmon, Town Clerk 
     Jody Rogers, Director of Parks & Recreation  
       
   
Supervisor Zambrano opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Councilor Conway requested a moment of silence be observed in remembrance of our men and 
women serving in the Armed Forces in harm’s way.  
 
 
PUBLIC INPUT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY):  
 

• Procedure – Sign in sheets will be placed on the back table.  Public will sign-in with 
name and agenda item(s) they have questions on. 

• Public will be called up to the microphone to speak on the agenda item at the time the  
Town Board discusses that particular item. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the minutes of the  
September 24, 2014 Regular Town Board Meeting.  Motion was seconded by Deputy Supervisor 
Burtis. 
 
Ayes- 5 and Noes – 0. Motion carried.  
 
 
ABSTRACT APPROVAL: 
 
Supervisor Zambrano commented that we have been approving the abstracts at the meetings.She 
is happy to do that, however, we have gotten some feedback from our Comptroller that holding 
up the abstracts approval interferes with the payment of some of our bills, so she would still 
continue to have the abstracts approved here but reserve the right to write some of those checks 
for our utilities so that we are not charged penalties for being late.  
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis moved the adoption of a resolution to approve abstract from  
09/30/14 and the abstract from 10/07/14 as presented. Motion was seconded by Councilor 
Conway.  
 
(The abstracts can be viewed on the Town’s website: www.ciceronewyork.net)  
 
Ayes- 5 and Noes – 0. Motion carried.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.ciceronewyork.net/
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BUDGET MODIFICATIONS & AMENDMENTS: 

 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the following 
budget modifications and amendments:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
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PUBLIC HEARING DATE TO CONSIDER PASSING A LOCAL LAW TO EXCEED 
THE 2% TAX CAP:            
 
Supervisor Zambrano said every year at budget time we consider whether or not we put this item 
on the agenda.  This year, given the fact that we have a preliminary budget that exceeds the tax 
cap by 3% for a total of 5.05% tax levy increase, we thought that we should at least consider 
exceeding the tax cap.  She said that no decisions will be made because there’s much work yet to 
be done on the budget. But, if we exceed the tax cap we would have to pass a local law (this is 
just to have the option in the event that we need it).               
 
Supervisor Zambrano had proof of publication and posting. 
 
The public notice read as follows: 
 

 
 
 
DATED: September 26, 2014 

TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF CICERO, 
COUNTY OF ONONDAGA, NEW YORK 
BY:  TOWN CLERK 
 
Supervisor Zambrano opened the public hearing at 6:44 p.m. 
 
Public Input: 
 
Don Snyder said this budget takes $764,000.00 from our savings account to balance the 
budget; it means that we do not have a balanced budget.  He thinks it’s time to stop 
kicking the can down the road and make a decision that says that we are not going to take 
money from our fund balance and once our fund balance gets up to a point where we are 
really happy with it we can use some of that fund balance to pay down the money that we 
are borrowing to continue to keep our road programs going. Unless we cut services, we 
have to make the people in this town pay for these services. We would have to raise 6.5% 
this year just to cover the money we are taking out of the fund balance, you would add 
that to the 5.05 that we need right now with the proposed budget, so you’d be looking at 
almost a 12% increase in taxes, but for a house valued at $170,000.00 that’s only $10.00 
a month.   
 
Tom Beaulieu, in regards to the budget process, said that he came up with about 11.5% 
because basically what you are going to be increasing is expenditures this year; taking  
the $764,000.00 out of the fund balance, plus the proposed 5.05%, which is what they 
have proposed thus far without making any additional cuts.  He said we were going to go 
ahead, probably, as we’ve done every year and vote to approve this so just in case we 
decide we don’t have the intestinal fortitude to make the cuts we need to we will have an 
escape route to go above the 2% cap and it sends the wrong message year after year, and 
at some point we’ve got to quit playing that game. 
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Supervisor Zambrano said they were talking about exceeding the tax cap of 2%.  Right 
now these preliminary budgets stand at 5.05%, which would be an increase in the tax 
levy. With the numbers that we have right now, if you have a $100,000 house it would 
total approximately an increase of $16.71.  There are comments being made that this is a 
good deal for all the services in the town, and then we have the opposite side of the coin 
which is “don’t kick the can down the road” and “stick within the 2% tax cap”.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano closed the public hearing at 6:48 p.m. and solicited any Board 
comments: 
 
Board comments: 
 
Deputy Supervisor Burtis said these budget cycles are difficult. He agrees with both 
Mr. Beaulieu and Mr. Snyder, but he has a hard time with both; unfortunately, he has to 
be involved in the process and sign his name to it and he finds it difficult to increase the 
tax to 11%.  He has a hard time seeing how we can afford to stay underneath the cap, 
there are ways to do both but, being on the Board, and they have to be responsible to 
everyone.  They have a lot to do on the budget before they pass it - they still continue to 
struggle every year.  They are going to see how we end with this year’s budget, hopefully 
some of the assumptions that they’ve made will be a little bit more positive for us than 
what they think; there is the possibility of that.  He said it’s a difficult time for all of us 
here but they are working on it and they are attempting to make both sides of the coin 
happy. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said Deborah Gardner is an active resident during town board 
meetings and had asked her to read the following statement: 
 
“It is the taxpayers who have to decide what they are willing to pay for the services they 
want. If they want to reduce services, then by all means do not exceed the tax cap.  If they 
are willing to pay for the services the town provides, then exceed the tax cap.  If the 
taxpayers do not mind potholes and deep cracks that be the cause of twisted ankles, a 
child falling off her bicycle or a car blowing a tire, then do not exceed the tax cap.  If we 
want our parks closed for several days out of each week in the summer, do not exceed the 
tax cap.  If we want to reduce the number of police patrols, do not exceed the tax cap.  
But if we, collectively, want the town to maintain the services it provides, exceed the tax 
cap.” 
 
“Many people want all kinds of services, but do not want to pay the taxes necessary to 
provide those services.  I am not one of them.” 
 
Supervisor Zambrano explained that the Board went there that evening to listen and 
unless the Board told her otherwise, she didn’t think that they wanted to consider a vote 
that evening on the tax cap.  Everyone has said over and over that there is still a lot of 
work to do on the budget so we need to see where we are when we adjust the numbers 
before we can consider an actual vote for exceeding the tax cap. Hopefully, we will have 
enough work done by the 22nd that we can make a decision about this vote.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano told Robert Germain to correct her if she was wrong, but if they do 
pass this local law it would take a super majority. 
 
Robert Germain said that was correct. It takes 60% of the Board. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked everyone to please provide their supervisor and their 
councilors with feedback; there is time, and they are certainly concerned about the budget 
and they want to hear back from everyone. 
 
Councilor Becallo said according to Fiscal Times: New York State, (Cicero included) is  
No.1 in the highest taxes in the country (this was for 2014).  New York State’s high tax 
rates and high cost of living makes it the worst for retirees.  New York got the dubious 
distinction because it has the highest tax rates in the U.S. and the 4th highest cost of 
living.  New York is the 50th in what the tax foundation calls “income migration” and 
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from 2000 to 2010, New York lost $45 billion dollars in salaries that moved out of the 
state.  This means fewer people paying the taxes. We can’t keep shifting the burden on 
the fewer. It is a simple answer to a simple question.  We are sending the wrong message,  
the overwhelming response of going door-to-door and talking with local taxpayers is to 
lower taxes.   
 
 
CNY STORMWATER COALITION FOR THE 2015 PROGRAM: 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the Town of Cicero is involved with the coalition with other 
municipalities that relates with the CNY Stormwater Group for the management. 
 
Bruce Letts said in the past they’ve recommended this because it is a cost-efficient use of the 
Town’s funds to comply with the MS4 designation; it actually accomplishes 2 out of the 6 steps 
and he thinks that there are 18 other municipalities that also participate, and what they do is they 
pool all that money and use it in a cost-efficient manner. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said this is something that we pass every year (the cost to the Town to 
belong to the coalition) and there are certain responsibilities that come with it, with the 
organization, and that they provide the mandated educational services relative to this MS4 
Coalition.   
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Motion was seconded by Deputy Supervisor Burtis. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
 
 
PERSONNEL MATTERS: 
 

• Parks and Recreation Department 
 
Councilor Becallo moved the adoption of a resolution to hire Leia Burton and Dylan 
Gesser as Recreation Attendants for Fall/Winter/and Spring part-time staff at a pay rate 
of $8.00/hour, effective October 20, 2014.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried. 
 

• Highway Department 
 

Councilor Becallo moved the adoption of a resolution to end the one-year probation 
period of mechanic, David Lauber with a resultant increase in pay of $24.26/hr. effective  
October 20th, 2014.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried. 
 
 

PARKS AND RECREATON DEPARTMENT:   
 
Councilor Becallo moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the following: 
 

• $3,400.00 to RecDesk LLC for Annual contract renewal for registration software used to 
manage department’s office operation. 
 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried. 

 
• $3,500.00 (via participant fees) to Papa’s Sports for Basketball jerseys for the youth 

basketball program 
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried. 
 

• $1,797.43 to North Syracuse Lawn and Snow for Overhaul of mowing equipment-filters, 
blades, springs, and hoses, etc. 
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried. 

 
• $1,100.00 to Lowes for Lumber to replace worn or damaged benches and picnic table 

boards 
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried. 
 
 

• Declare the following computers surplus and no use to the Town: 
2008 Serial #8L8WTF1 and Laptop (2003) Serial #80043-427-170-660 –hard drives 
destroyed by Cicero Police. 
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried. 
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• Send the following equipment to County Auction: 
1. 2002 Chevrolet Dump Truck 
2. John Deere Snow blower 826 (purchased 1987) 
3. Two (2) Bunton Push Mowers (purchased 1991) 
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried. 
 

 
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT: 
 
Councilor Venesky said the Justice Department is seeking approval to apply for the grant for the 
following items: 
 

• Judicial Robe $253.77 
• Copier $2,775.00 
• 3 Legal Reference Books $963.80 
• 1 Chair for Judge’s Chambers $387.00 
• Door for Chambers (with frame) & installation – Not to exceed $1,000.00 

 
TOTAL:  $6,681.57 

 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to submit the Justice Court Assistance 
Grant Application for 2014-2015.  Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
DEPARTMENT OF ZONING & PLANNING (CODES ENFORCEMENT): 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the Town has a monitoring program of the Cicero Landfill that has to 
be done on an annual basis, and it’s generally done by the town engineer.  That monitoring 
program was done and we have quite a comprehensive report and in that report they made a 
couple of recommendations. On inspection of the landfill, which has been closed for almost 30 
years, they found that the cap was in jeopardy of being breached by some willow trees that were 
growing at one end (if you breach the cap then it causes infiltration and you get leaching out into 
the field).   
 
Mr. Hooper and she had a conference call with the engineer at the DEC to discuss that 
recommendation and another one where a pipe was damaged in which the DEC is suggesting that 
we replace that. She didn’t have information on how to get that part done, but said they are 
working on it. They did get an estimate to take the trees down and to spray the stumps to kill the 
trees; the roots for willow trees are very notorious for getting into places where they shouldn’t be. 
 
Take down (2) Willow trees at the Cicero Landfill on Fergerson Road 
 
Councilor Conway moved the adoption of a resolution to approve $1,000 to Lumberjack Tree 
Service to take down (2) Willow trees at the Cicero Landfill on Fergerson Road, per the 
recommendation of the DEC (Department of Environmental Conservation), and an additional 
$50.00 to spray the two stumps.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Venesky. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
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HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT: 

 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution to approve the following 
purchases: 
 

• $1,088.00 to Crossroads Highway for (2) thermoplastic railroad crossing heat-on 
applications + freight 
 

    Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
    Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 

 
• $46,000.00 to Barrett Paving Materials for 1000 tons top, binder, shim  

 
   Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 

Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 

• $24,275.29 to Barrett Paving for 647.85 Tons top 6 paving 
 

Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   

 
• $1,500.00 to Commercial Truck Tire for (2) tires for Truck #31 

 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 

• $3,000.00 to Sunnycrest for (10) 2x2x2 catch basins 
 

Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 

• Declare the following broken computer monitor as surplus and no use to the 
Town:  2006 Acer, Model No. AL1706A, Serial number 
ETL460C1486250DE644001. 

 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   

 
 
 
RIVERFRONT REVITALIZATION PROJECT: 
 
The Cicero Town Clerk received Sealed Bids on September 9, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. local standard 
time, at the Cicero Town Hall located at 8236 Brewerton Road, Cicero, from individuals who 
submitted a sealed bid for Furnishing and installing Phase 2 work at Riverfront Park, located at 
5449 Bennett Street, Brewerton, NY per bid specifications as prepared by Saratoga Associates.  
 
Proof of publication and posting dated August 24, 2014. 
 
Public Input: 
 
Judy Boyke asked someone to explain what exactly is going to be done and is this the full Town’s 
obligation, or what will we be getting back once it’s complete? 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said we only had one bidder.  The Town has a $275,000.00 grant for  
Phase 2 of the construction that we want to get done at Riverfront Park.  The $275,000.00 grant 
has a 50% match, so the Town Board did vote to approve spending the $137,500.00.  When the 
bid went out for the construction work we only got one bid back and it came in at about 
$239,000.00.  So John Guariglia and JodyRogers have been working with the bidder to make 
substitutions for some of the materials that were proposed.  
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The total for the construction, and the rebuilding, and expanding the sidewalk came to 
$213,379.79, so that construction would remove the existing curbing along the riverfront  
walkway (this needs to be saw cut, and the curb is attached to the walkway (this is a big 
undertaking and its part of the demolition): 
 

• Remove the existing concrete ramp 
• Reinstall a new lower retaining wall to replace the removed curbing 
• Widen the existing riverfront concrete walkway to make it ADA compliant 
• Apply a thin coating of concrete material on the existing walkway so that it more closely 

matches the new section of the walk and provide the new access to the river walk via 
ramps and stairs  

• Install two (2) new lights 
 
That is what the contractor will do for the $213,379.79.   
 
The Town’s in-kind, at this point and time will include: 
 

• Some demolition 
• Removal of three (3)existing benches and concrete pads 
• Supply construction fencing, if needed 
• Install twelve (12) new benches  

 
The Contractor will also be involved in the demolition; their part of the cost for that demolition is 
$9,000.00.  The engineering services for this project comes to $20,000.00, and we have also 
purchased six (6) benches for $7,525.00. 
 
Councilor Venesky said he was told that the contractor would do the entire demolition for the 
$9,000.00.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano said that was true, but the Town does have to do some in-kind services.  
 
Jody Rogers said the total was around $250,000.00.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the total grant was $275,000.00; this is the entire grant. The Town’s 
maximum match is $137,500.00, so we are well within the grant’s limits.  She explained that 
there is a little bit of extra there because we are not sure what the contractor is going to find once 
he starts demolition (there is a suspicion that there may be some cribbing under the existing 
walkway that is there now).  
 
Judy Boyke asked when the project was supposed to start. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said we are going to be having a meeting with the contractor, who is going 
to be getting the paperwork in this week assuming that this passes.  The on-site meeting is the 21st 
and the contractor expects to be finished with this by December 15th, major completion and the 
entire project will be completed by December 31st. 
 
Councilor Becallo asked Jody Rogers if she could comment on the issue with the Route 11 
Bridge.  He also asked if the bridge issue would have any effect on the project at all.  
 
Jody Rogers said it wouldn’t. She spoke with the Department of Transportation today and their 
projection is to restore the bridge to full use by November 1st, and that all the work is being done 
by a barge underneath the bridge itself; there is no intent to use the park at all for the last stages. 
 
Councilor Conway moved the adoption of a resolution to award bid to C.W. Site Development, 
LLC for Furnishing and installing Phase 2 work at Riverfront Park in the amount of $222,037.79. 
Motion was seconded by Supervisor Zambrano. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
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TOWN ENGINEERING SERVICES: 

 
Terminating the Town contracts with C&S Companies for engineering services: 
 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution terminating the Town contracts with C&S 
Companies for engineering services on the basis of convenience, not cause, and providing the 
required 30 day formal notice of same. I further move that this motion serves as the required 
formal notice.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
 
Ayes - 4 and Noes- 0.  Abstained -1. Supervisor Zambrano abstained. 

       Motion carried.   
 
 
Special Town Board Meeting to be held on October 21, 2014 for the purpose of conducting  
interviews of engineering firms: 
 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution calling a Special Town Board Meeting to 
be held on October 21st, 2014, commencing at 6:00 p.m. for the purpose of conducting interviews 
of engineering firms that responded to the Town’s recent Request for Proposals. It is the Board’s 
intention to hold the interviews in Executive Session.  It is the Board’s intention to select a 
replacement consulting engineering firm at the October 22nd, 2014 Regular Town Board meeting 
to finish the remainder of the year and serve through the end of calendar year 2015.   Motion was 
seconded by Councilor Conway. 
 
Ayes - 4 and Noes- 0.  Abstained -1. Supervisor Zambrano abstained. 

       Motion carried.   
 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 

• Workers’ Compensation premium increase 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said at the last town board meeting she was asked to provide some 
information.  There have been a number of comments made about the increase in the Workers’ 
Compensation premium. For 2013 it was $75,000.00- that was not expected. We found out about 
2013 in 2014, this year so that was not budgeted. We have been advised that we will have another 
increase in workers’ compensation, maybe a 27% increase, and that could be as much as 
$80,000.00 so we are budgeting for that amount for the next budget; if it comes to that then it is 
over an $155,000.00 increase.   
 
The increases are based on our losses.  She did receive information on our loss history, on an 
annual basis.  She has not had to review this in-depth but she will provide this information  
to the Board and perhaps they will be able to provide information at the next town board meeting 
so she is going to defer the topic until the next meeting. 
 
 

• Highway Roof  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said Councilor Conway and Councilor Venesky have been working to 
come to some resolution because there have been problems with the roof for a number of years; 
there are leaks and  issues with build-up of snow and ice.  After a lot of digging, they were able to 
finally find the bid package, but that’s all they have right now. The bid package went out in 1995, 
there was an award made to Diamond Roofing at the end of 1995, and they signed off on the roof 
in 1996.   
 
There are a number of problems that have been documented with the roof over the years. We do 
not have the agreement from the bid package, but she was provided some information just this 
afternoon that she hasn’t looked at in any kind of depth that suggests that there still may be 
warranties on the roof.  If it’s a 20 year as it is being suggested, then those warranties wouldn’t 
run out until 2016 so that would give us a little bit of time to consult with the contractor who put 
the roof on to see if some repairs to the roof can be made under warranty; that’s what they are 
hoping, so we don’t have to take money out of our reserves to repair the roof.  
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• Sign ordinance 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked Councilor Venesky if there was anything that needed to be done on 
this. 
 
Councilor Venesky said he thought that they should follow through on it. They had a meeting, at 
which he had taken notes and distributed them to the Board.  He thinks we owe it to the 
businesses, and to the people of the town to follow through.  There was supposed to be another 
meeting, Councilor Becallo had said that he had some additional people who were not able to 
attend the first one, and then for whatever reason the momentum kind of petered out.  He said he 
needed some commitment from the Board on what they wanted to do. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked Councilor Venesky if he wanted to have another meeting before the 
Board talked about final recommendations. 
 
Councilor Becallo said yes.  The meeting date that they scheduled it on conflicted with a  
Planning Board meeting so that’s why it was canceled. He said he tried to set it up but it is very 
difficult getting more than a couple of people there at the same time.  He will send out another 
email to everybody who was a part of that meeting, another email to the Chamber of Commerce,  
and for the public to attend as well.  (tape change) He would like to have another meeting if they 
could do that.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked if the plan is to have another meeting and then put all the 
recommendations together to come before the Board after that meeting. 
 
Councilor Venesky said yes, that was the plan.  
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 
Supervisor Zambrano moved for the adoption of a resolution to enter into executive session to 
discuss two matters: 
 

1. Issues relative to public employee collective-bargaining negotiations pursuant to Public 
Office Law Section 105. 

2. Issues relative to employment history of a particular employee pursuant to Public Office 
Law Section 105. 

 
Motion was seconded by Deputy Supervisor Burtis. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano invited the Town attorney to attend the executive session and said the 
Board would be reconvening. 
 
The meeting adjourned into Executive Session at 7:24 p.m. 
 
Executive Session ended at 8:01 p.m. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano made a motion to reenter into Regular Session.  The motion had been 
seconded by Councilor Becallo. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
The meeting reconvened into Regular Session at 8:02 p.m. 
 
Agreement between the Town of Cicero and Hancock and Estabrook: 
 
Resolution: 
 
Councilor Venesky moved the adoption of a resolution approving an agreement between the 
Town of Cicero and Hancock and Estabrook for legal services in a matter to be arbitrated 
involving a Town employee discipline issue filed by the Teamsters.  This resolution also 
authorizes the Supervisor to execute the same. 
 
Motion was seconded by Deputy Supervisor Burtis. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF OFFICER WAYNE GALUTZ: 
 
Supervisor Zambrano announced and expressed our deepest condolences to the family of Officer 
Wayne Galutz who passed on Tuesday, October 7, 2014.   
 
 
 
PUBLIC INPUT: 
 
Mr. Rice asked how many employees and retired employees the Town has on their healthcare 
system.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano told Mr. Rice she could get him that number. 
 
Mr. Rice said the taxpayers shouldn’t be paying for healthcare coverage for retirees because they 
can have it free of charge, just the same as he has since he retired in 1998.  He has an HMO over 
his regular insurance and he hasn’t paid a dime for it since 1998; it’s all furnished free of charge 
by the United Healthcare Corporation and he thinks that we can do that with the people that retire 
from here, instead of offering health coverage once they retire or once they reach 65; they can 
still be working and get this coverage.  He knows on the budget if they are carrying anybody past 
65 then it is costing the Town a lot of money.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano thanked Mr. Rice for his comments and concerns. She told him that 
coverage for the retirees is part of some of the union agreements that we have. 
 
Don Snyder said that there were three (3) items that Parks & Rec. wanted to have in the capital 
budget and one of them was a parking lot at Central Park.  He said the park needs it but we can’t 
afford it.  One of the things that he thinks that we need to put in the budget that costs about 
$8,000.00 to $9,000.00 is to replace the concrete slab by the snack bar at Central Park; it has a lot 
of cracks and unevenness and he said that we are looking at lawsuits with that.   
 
Don Snyder told Supervisor Zambrano when they have executive sessions they should have 
public input first.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said the reason they had public input last was because the Board needed to 
reconvene in order to make a resolution. 
 
Judy Boyke said the fire protection district of Brewerton is levied on the taxes. This service 
though, services Hastings, West Monroe and Clay.  None of them are levied on their taxes so 
Brewerton fire protection is paying for free service to those people and it’s not fair.  She really 
thinks that if this is the case then it should be split four ways.   
 
Supervisor Zambrano said that Brewerton Ambulance is a special district.  It was established as a 
district based on referendum.  The people voted overwhelmingly, in favor, to establish an 
ambulance service (meaning that they would have voted to establish the ambulance district).  The 
only people that voted were the people in the Town of Cicero. So the people in Hastings, West 
Monroe and part of Clay, none of those people voted on referendum. It is the Department of 
Health that establishes the service area for a voluntary ambulance service.  We (Cicero) are the 
only ones on the hook to subsidize that ambulance service.  She has read the files in response to 
Judy’s requests, and she has seen all of the concerns with not getting funds from the other 
communities, but at this point and time she doesn’t know how that can be forced when the 
referendum was only applicable to Town of Cicero residents; there’s no leverage for us.  We can 
certainly ask the question and have discussions, but there have been discussions, communications 
and correspondence about that for a good many years; she believes Judy had brought it up several 
times when she was Supervisor.   
 
Judy Boyke said she did.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked Judy what happened when she did bring it up and answered her own 
question by saying “nothing. “No one has been successful in getting this.  She heard today that 
Hastings was interested in paying a share but they wanted a number.  This is the first time that we 
have had that feedback so we will approach them about that. 
 
Judy Boyke said she thinks they should because the actual referendum that was brought up when 
it was voted on was brought up by folks that lived on Thatcher Road, which is in Clay.  Judy said 
it was interesting that the folks from Clay brought up the information and it was brought up for 
referendum and it was voted on but the only people that could vote on it is Brewerton. And of 
course, they were looking for an ambulance service, but if we didn’t have that ambulance  
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service…we would have another ambulance service that would go there.  She said Brewerton’s 
agreement, or whatever they have, states that they are to give quarterly reports.  Judy asked if we 
have a report that says where our money is going. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano said we don’t get quarterly reports, or any kind of financial reports from the 
fire department either and relative to some other ambulance district going there - it is not as easy 
as one thinks because it’s the NYS Department of Health that determines the service area, so 
unless one service is proved to be discontinued you can’t take another one in there.  
 
Judy Boyke said it was TLC who is going in there now. She said she is being levied and she 
wants to know where her money is going.  She doesn’t think that $94,000 should just be 
arbitrarily given away without knowing where it is going, especially when they don’t have a 
billing anymore, they don’t need an attorney, and they don’t need insurance. 
 
Councilor Venesky said it was his understanding, as of today, that the agreement is expired. 
 
Judy Boyke said there was only one agreement and it was in 2010.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano said it was in 2011 so there is no agreement in place right now; it’s done on 
an annual basis.  
 
Councilor Becallo said it is easy to get the fire call numbers but it’s difficult to get the ambulance 
call numbers, so he went to the county and asked them three times but he hasn’t got any response 
yet.   
 
(They were all in agreement that this needs to be looked at). 
 
Supervisor Zambrano pointed out that the Town has not received any complaints; the only time 
that they get any complaints about the Brewerton Ambulance service is during budget time. 
 
Judy Boyke said that the reason she stands there and asks questions is not to blind-side them, it’s 
just the fact that all five of them are together and everyone will hear the same question and 
hopefully she will get an answer back. 
 
Supervisor Zambrano respectfully asked Judy if she could put her questions in writing and then 
she would make sure that Judy gets an answer in writing. 
 
Rosemary Del Vecchio said she lives on Honeycomb Path, right next to the easement.  She asked 
the Town to please leave the easement the way it is; they’ve had a problem that’s been ongoing 
the last six years with an individual and this year that person had the Town cut back twenty feet.   
She said if the Town is going to do it on Honeycomb then they need to do it on every street. This 
individual now has kids cutting over her driveway, onto her lawn, because now that’s a shortcut 
because this one individual doesn’t like the way the easement works; she has had the snowmobile 
club come and clean that easement with nobody’s permission. This individual has had 
snowmobilers come by her fence when that happened. They’ve never had any incidents of 
children or car accidents, yet, this individual went to the Highway department and complained 
about a jeep going through there; that incident was 3 or 4 years ago, and the individual was 
nowhere around when that happened. It has to stop.  They had a letter signed by all the property 
owners that it affected and they were all in agreement that they did not want that property touched 
because it’s a buffer for the snowmobilers, the kids and the people that walk their dogs. They 
want it left alone.  
 
Supervisor Zambrano asked Rosemary if she recalled when that letter was written.  
 
Rosemary Del Vecchio said it was 2010, and she would give her a copy of it. 
 
Councilor Venesky happily announced that the new Cicero reconstituted Ethics Board had an 
Organizational Meeting today.  It’s the first meeting that he thinks any Ethics Board in the Town 
of Cicero has had since 2006.  The Ethics Board asked him to announce the first public meeting 
on Monday, October 20, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. He asked Tracy Cosilmon to make publication of it.   
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Councilor Venesky said that there were also some additional meetings that the Ethics Board 
wanted as well. They wanted the rest of the meetings to be at 9:00 a.m. (but October 20th would 
still be at 10:00 a.m.) on the following dates:  
 

• October 22, 2014 
• October 29, 2014 
• November 5, 2014 
• November 12, 2014 
• November 19, 2014 

 
Councilor Venesky said that in the current bylaws of the Ethics Board it calls for an independent 
attorney, but they are looking for no more than $2,500.00 (it all probably wouldn’t be spent), to 
hire an attorney to have him/her come to those meetings when they needed them to do that.  He 
talked to Shirlie Stuart today and she told him that we did have that money in a contingency fund.   
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Supervisor Zambrano moved the adoption of a resolution to adjourn the Town Board 
Meeting.   
 
Motion was seconded by Councilor Conway. 
 
Ayes - 5 and Noes- 0.  Motion carried.   
 
      
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at  
8:22 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
________________ 
Tracy M. Cosilmon 
Town Clerk 


	DATED: September 26, 2014

